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Vilnius University

« #1 University in Lithuania

« Established in 1579

« The first and largest
comprehensive university in
Lithuania

« Research university

« 24,000 students

e 3,000+ academic staff
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VU participation in MSCA IF/PF calls until 2020

»

Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions ~
2021-2027 oo

» No defined strategy

* No active communication and promotion of the funding scheme

« Low awareness of the funding scheme in the academic community
« Limited support in preparation of the applications

« Participation on the basis of the initiative of researchers of Lithuanian nationality coming back to
Lithuania, sometimes — personal contacts of the supervisor



VU Strategic plan for 2021-2025: focus on MSCA PF projects
and internationalization

LONG-TERM OBJECTIVE INDICATORS
1.2. Research of a high international 1.2.1. Anincrease in the comparative assessment
level of the quality evaluation of scientific fields

(a higher evaluation in 2023: no less than
10 fields evaluated no less than 4-5 out of
5 — 60% of fields).

1.2.2. International recognition of research: an
increase in the number of top-level interna-
tional research grants (ERC/MSCA IF/Coor-

dinated Horizon Europe projects) (50%).

1.2.3. The growth of the share of foreign resear-
chers working at VU for at least a year from
the total number of academic staff (50%).

Action required: A need to build a strategy and to work towards a change in the number of submitted
MSCA PF applications, increase in highly evaluated proposals and grants received.



MSCA PF 2021: first steps

» First attempt to give more visibility to VU
supervisors — 13 researchers expressed
their interest to be announced as potential
MSCA PF supervisors

» Digital booklet available online created:
information about VU, invitation to jointly
apply for MSCA PF, application process, list
of potential supervisors

* Invitation to apply with VU disseminated
with the help of NCP, via the networks the
university belongs to, etc.

» Started too late — end of June.

6 proposals submitted
1 MSCA PF grant

Submit your proposal

.
202109 30 H

* 20211012

.

Find your supervisor Draft your proposal

you are ready to take the next step in your research career, look further into our University's host offers and
find the one that best suits your interests. Once you have it, you should contact the corresponding scientific
supervisor directly or simply reach Department for Research and Innovation (email: mokslas(@cr.
the supervisor agrees to endorse you as a candidate, you can start preparation of a project proposal.

vu.lt). After

Non-Exhaustive List of Possible Supervisors

Dr.Ainé Ra ité, Professor

Find more >>>: Email: zi monaite@tspmivu.lt

Dr. Dovilé Jaknitnaité, Professor

Find more >>>; Email: dovile.jskniunzite @tspmivu.lt

Dr. Mazvydas Jastramskis, Associate Professor

Find more >>>; Email: mazvydas. jastramskis@tspmivu.lt



MSCA PF 2022: refinement of the process

* Analysis of good practices: consultations with

MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships 2022 Call
List of Potential Vilnius University Supervisors
Life Sciences Panel

KEYWORDS RELATED TO THE FIELD OF RESEARCH | WEBPAGE EMAIL

CRISPR LINK atrick.pausch@ame vu It

Genome editing
Microbiology
Biochemistry
Structural Biology

partners, useful examples online yinioe

« MSCA PF dedicated VU webpage created:
mforr_n_atlon aboyt the funding sch_eme, eligibility SupERyeom E{ﬁpn%'fe »
conditions, application process with VU, useful T
d 0 C U m e ntS Eglé Lastauskiené Life Sciences Center

Institute of Biosciences
Department of Microbiology and

« Awareness raising: active communication about the B i
funding scheme to VU researchers — emails, premsRme | R
newsletter, intranet, VU Reseach Projects Office e .
Facebook group, individual conversations S

«  Offer to the members of academic community to
express their interest to supervise MSCA o
postdoctoral fellows — 41 registered

« Lists of potential VU supervisors accessible on VU MSCA PF D
webpage — names, departments, research related keywords, links
to personal webpages, emails o

* Invitation to apply with VU disseminated with the help of NCP,

Microorganism population research LINK egle lastauskiene@af vu It

Biocontrol of microorganisms

ABOUTVU STUDIES RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION BUSINESS NEWS & EVENTS

MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships

2024 CALL FOR PROPOSALS VU HOSTING OFFERS ON EURAXESS

Opening date: Apr
Deadline date: Se;
Call budget: €270

Vilnius University (VU) invite
Curie Postdoctoral Fellowships (M A PF) with
support researchers' careers,

excellence in research This action ta e who wish to acquire new
skills through training, il nary and inter-sectoral mobility and
| riginal and personalised research project. Applications are made jointly by the

mpl
s da

host institution

via university networks, on social media, first VU hosting offer on 11 proposals submitted
Euraxess 1 MSCA PF grant

« First MSCA PF webinar organized: introduction to the proposal 1 ERA Fellowship grant
structure, experiences of the successful applicant, supervisor, 3 national grants for well-evaluated MSCA PF

evaluator proposals

For more information

RESEARCH PROJECTS OFFICE




MSCA PF 2023: full-on MSCA PF campaign

MSCA PF dedicated VU webpage further refined:
information on all the steps of the application process,
support services offered

E oo O Logout

EURAXESS

Home | Jobs and Funding + | Career Development | Partnering + | Information and Assistance + | Mational Portals | Worldwide

Active internal communication about the funding

Home > Jobs & Funding >

MSCA POSTDOCTORAL FELOWSHIPS AT VU FACULTY OF LAW (Gender-based violence, Infimate partner viclence, Restorative justice and victim-offender mediation,

Mon-discrimination)
External communication intensifies - some
faculties start looking for postdoctoral candidates MSCA POSTDOCTORAL FELOWSHIPS AT VU FACULTY OF LAW

themselves by reaching out to their partner (Genc!er.-based wolence,.lntﬂmate part.ner.w?len.ce, Restorative justice

. o . . . . and victim-offender mediation, Non-discrimination)

institutions, university presentation in Euraxess

events

Decision to exploit Euraxess: personal hosting offer for each VU researcher who expresses his/her interest to
supervise MSCA postdoctoral fellows — 31 registered (less than in 2022, but registration form requires much more input —
description of the department/research group, supervisor’s experience, preferred experience of the candidate, etc.). Time
consuming, but works!

MSCA PF webinar tradition continued: more focus on the content of the proposal — invaluable help of the NCP
Additional incentive — national call to fund MSCA PF proposals that scored 70% or more during the evaluation

17 proposals submitted

2 MSCA PF grants

2 ERA Fellowship grants

Up to 5 national grants for well-evaluated MSCA PF proposals expected
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VU participation in MSCA IF/PF calls by year

2009 2010
FP7 FP7

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
FP7 FP7 FP7 H2020 H2020 H2020 H2020 H2020 H2020 H2020 HE HE HE
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 3 0 0 0 1 1 1 1
6 2 3 2 7 3 6 4 9 6 6 11 17

B Submitted B Funded MSCA IF/PF Funded ERA Fellowship



VU participation in MSCA IF/PF calls by FP
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2007-2013 2014-2020 2021-2023
FP7 H2020 HE
Funded ERA Fellowship 0 0 3
B Funded MSCA IF/PF 2 5 4
B Submitted 13 37 34

B Submitted ® Funded MSCA IF/PF Funded ERA Fellowship



VU participation in MSCA IF/PF calls by branches of science

Submitted:

Life sciences 26
Physical sciences and engineering 30
Mathematics 2

Social science and humanities 26 (6 proposals in 2007-2021, 20 proposals in 2022-2023)

Funded:

Life sciences 9 (8 MSCA IF/PF, 1 ERA Fellowship)
Physical sciences and engineering 2

Social sciences and humanities 3 (1 MSCA IF/PF, 2 ERA Fellowships)



Application process |

1. ldentifying a supervisor. Prospective applicants need to find a
suitable supervisor or a potential host faculty by browsing:

 Websites of VU academic units

 Research Teams search
* VU researchers’ hosting offers on EURAXESS

VU Research Projects Office (RPO) helps with matchmaking, if
needed.

2. Contacting a supervisor. Direct contact with the supervisor in
order to express interest in making a joint MSCA PF application.
Documents needed:

e Curriculum Vitae
» List of publications
* Proposal summary

3. Endorsement of the candidate. Postdoctoral fellow needs to
request an endoresement letter from the supervisor (signed by the
supervisor and the head of the faculty). After receiving supervisor’s
endorsement, the applicant can start working on MSCA PF project
proposal.



https://www.vu.lt/en/about-vu/structure/faculties-institutes-centres-other-departments
https://www.vu.lt/en/business/innovations-and-research/research-teams?keyword=
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/hosting/search?f%5B0%5D=keywords%3Avilnius%20university&page=0
https://www.vu.lt/site_files/MID/Proposal_summary_MSCA_PF_2023.docx
https://www.vu.lt/site_files/MID/Endorsement_letter_MSCA_PF_2024.docx

Application process Il

4. Getting acquainted with the funding scheme. VU RPO
sends each applicant an email with relevant information:

« Application forms

* Documents recommended to familiarize with (MSCA Work
programme, Guide for Aplicants, HE Programme Guide, etc.)

« Supporting material (internal guide, information about support
services offered at VU, MSCA PF handbook by MSCA-Net)

5. Proposal writing. Postdoctoral fellow prepares the proposal
with the support from the supervisor and VU RPO.

6. Proposal review. VU RPO always checks and helps to
complete proposal Part A, and the applicants have an opportunity
to send us their draft proposal Parts B1 and B2 for review.

7. Proposal submission. We are here to help if any technical
Issues arise, but encourage our applicants to submit their
applications at least 48 hours before the call deadline.




Support services at VU

« Assistance with eligibility check
« Help in finding a supervisor at VU

e Support during the preparation and submission of the
MSCA PF proposal

* Individual consultations and help in finding answers to
applicants’ questions

* Proposal review

* Providing guidance material with tips for proposal writing
and information about VU, including on its training,
support services and hosting arrangements offered

« MSCA PF Webinar, dedicated to acquainting with the
rules of participation in the program, the content of the
application, the experiences of successful VU MSCA PF
applicants.
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GET IN TOUCH!

VU Research Projects Office

research@cr.vu.lt
Universiteto str. 3, LT-01513 Vilnius, Lithuania

https://www.vu.lt/en/research/research-
activities/postdoc-fellowships
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