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01 Introduction

This project has received funding from the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
program under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant 
agreement Nº 861196.
The PRECODE Project

• Host: Medical University of Gdansk

• Funding: Horizon 2020 research and 
innovation program--Innovative Training 
Networks (ITN)

• PhD research: Pancreatic cancer 
organoids, nanoparticle medicine

• Master degree: Pharmacology, China
• Previous research: Stem cells, Liver, 

Lung cancer, autoimmune disease (SLE)

• Work: Germany over 1 year

Workgroup consists of 15 beneficiaries and 7 partner organization 
( Germany, Sweden, Netherland, Scotland, Irland, Italy, Spain, Poland )

https://precode-project.eu/


02 Understanding MSCA Doctoral Networks (DN)

• Definition:
MSCA Doctoral Networks are collaborative doctoral programs

funded by the European Commission, aiming to train highly
skilled doctoral candidates through international,
interdisciplinary, and intersectoral partnerships.

• Objectives:
o Enhance research competencies and innovation skills.
o Promote mobility across countries and sectors.
o Improve long-term employability of researchers.



Standard Doctoral Networks

Focus on collaborative research 

training across various sectors and 

disciplines.

Industrial Doctorates

Combine academic research with 

industry exposure, requiring 

candidates to spend at least 50% of 

their time in the non-academic 

sector and receive joint supervision 

from both sectors.

Joint Doctorates 

Offer integrated training programs 

leading to joint or multiple doctoral 

degrees, involving joint selection, 

supervision, and award processes 

among participating institutions.

Types of Doctoral Networks

Duration: Fellowships typically last between 3 and 36 months; for Joint Doctorates, up to 48 months, 
including secondment.



Financial Support

Competitive salary to cover living expenses.

Living Allowance

Mobility Allowance: Additional funds to support relocation and travel.

Mobility Allowance: Additional Support for Relocation and Travel

Extra support for researchers with family obligations, if applicable.

Family Allowance

Eligibility Criteria for Applicants

• Academic Qualifications: Must not have
been awarded a doctoral degree at the time
of recruitment.

• Mobility Rule: Applicants must not have
resided or carried out their main activity
(work, studies, etc.) in the country of the
recruiting organization for more than 12
months in the 36 months immediately
before the recruitment date.

• Nationality: Open to researchers of any
nationality.

Research and Training Support

Funding for research activities, training programs, and networking
opportunities.



03 Finding MSCA DN Opportunities

EURAXESS Portal: Primary platform for MSCA DN vacancies.
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/search Doctoral Networks - Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

MSCA official website: doctoral networks, bottom

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/search
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks




• Job searching Websites:
https://academicpositions.com/
https://www.nature.com/naturecareers/jobs/
https://careers.iscb.org/jobs

• Institutional Websites: University and research
institution career pages.

• Professional Networks: Platforms like LinkedIn and
ResearchGate for networking and opportunity
discovery.

Finding MSCA DN Opportunities



04
Application Process



Application Components

• Curriculum Vitae (CV): Detailed overview of academic
achievements, research experience, and relevant skills.

• Motivation Letter: Personal statement outlining
research interests, reasons for applying, and alignment
with the DN's objectives.

• Research Proposal: If required, a concise plan detailing
proposed research objectives, methodology, and
expected outcomes.

• Recommendation Letters: Typically two or three
letters from academic or professional referees attesting
to the applicant's qualifications and potential.

• Academic Transcripts: Official records of academic
performance.

• Proof of English Proficiency: Standardized test scores
(e.g., TOEFL, IELTS) if applicable.

Basic documents

A few recruitments

Most of them

Eligible documents



Follow the submission guidelines

meticulously, ensuring all components

are complete.

Submit Application

01

Be prepared for interviews focusing on

research competencies, motivation,

and fit with the program.

Interview Process

02

Selection timelines may vary; maintain

communication with the recruiting

organization for updates.

Await Decision

03
Application Process



◆ Align with Program Objectives: Demonstrate how your research interests and career goals align with

the DN's aims. (key words)

◆ Highlight Relevant Experience: Emphasize previous research projects, publications, and collaborations.

◆ Showcase Mobility and Adaptability: Provide examples of international experience or interdisciplinary

work.

◆ Seek Feedback: Have mentors or peers review application materials for clarity and impact.

◆ Adhere to Guidelines: Strictly follow application instructions and eligibility criteria.

05 Tips for Applicants



Personal Experience 

and Insights

06 Supervisor:
Prof. Iwona Inkielewicz-Stępniak, Medical University of Gdańsk, Poland

Co-Mentors: 
Prof. Christain Pilarsky, Universitätsklinikums Erlangen, Germany

Prof. Rainer Heuchel, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

Secondment: 2021.09- 2022.01, Universitätsklinikums Erlangen 



PRECODE Meeting (Germany, 2021.09) PRECODE Meeting (Spain, 2022.07) 

IESE Business School

PRECODE Meeting (Sweden, 2023.06) 

Nordic Precision 
Oncology Forum

PRECODE Meeting (Netherlands, 2024.04) 



Marie Curie Alumni Association (MCAA)

ESOF 2022 Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 
Satellite Event
Leiden, Netherland. 

2023 MCAA Annual Conference
Cordoba, Spain

ESOF 2024 Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 
Satellite Event
Katowice, Poland

2025 Annual Conference and General 
Assembly Krakow, Poland



Thank you

For your application !

GOOD LUCK
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