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APPROVED
State Research Programme 
“Latvian Studies for the Development of a Latvian and European Society” for 2025-2028
 Implementation and Monitoring Commission
(established by Minister for Education and Science Order No. 1-2e/25/257 of 2025)
18 September 2025 Decision No. 1
 
Regulations for the Open Call of Project Applications for the State Research Programme “Latvian Studies for the Development of a Latvian and European Society” for 2025-2028
 
I. General Provisions

[bookmark: _Hlk140070864][bookmark: _Hlk207890381][bookmark: _Hlk176867076]1 Regulations of the open call for project applications (hereinafter – the Open Call) of the State Research Programme “Latvian Studies for the Development of a Latvian and European Society” for 2025-2028 (hereinafter –the Programme) set out procedures whereby the Scientific Council of Latvia (hereinafter – the Council) organises and implements the open call for project applications, based on Cabinet Regulation of 4 September 2018 No. 560 “Procedures for Implementation of State Research Programmes” (hereinafter – the Cabinet Regulation) and in compliance with provisions of the Cabinet Order of 12 September 2025 No. 559 “Regarding the State Research Programme “Latvian Studies for the Development of a Latvian and European Society” for 2025-2028 (hereinafter – the Cabinet Order).

2 These Regulations have been drawn up on the basis of Paragraph 16 of the Cabinet Regulation.

[bookmark: _Hlk207793801][bookmark: _Hlk170919577]3 The Open Call is organised for the purpose of implementing the task of the Programme specified in Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order. Total State Budget funding is EUR 6,200,000 (six million two hundred thousand euro), of which 7 (seven) per cent are intended for implementation of measures set out in Paragraph 37 of the Cabinet Regulation. The total funding of the Open Call is to be used in conformity with Paragraph 36 of the Cabinet Regulation:
3.1 EUR 5,766,000 (five million seven hundred and sixty-six thousand euros) to finance projects;
[bookmark: _Hlk205544086]3.2 EUR 434,000 (four hundred thirty-four thousand euro) for implementation of measures referred to Paragraph 37 of the Cabinet Regulation.

[bookmark: _Hlk162845900]4 The project implementation period is 36 months from the date of entry into force of the Contract for the Project Implementation (hereinafter – the Project Contract). The project implementation period may be extended for up to one year in accordance with conditions and procedures set out in Paragraph 39 of the Cabinet Regulation. One project stage shall be funded for a period of at least 6 (six) months. 

5 Within the framework of the Open Call, it is planned to finance 6 (six) projects – one project for each of the objectives specified in Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order:
[bookmark: _Hlk205543792][bookmark: _Hlk206503750]5.1 The State budget funding for the implementation of the objective referred to in Sub-paragraph 6.1 of the Cabinet Order – research of the contemporary Latvian language formation and use – shall not exceed EUR 1,320,600 (one million three hundred twenty thousand and six hundred euro);
5.2 The State budget funding for the implementation of the objective referred to in Sub-paragraph 6.2 of the Cabinet Order – research of the Latvian language technologies and development – shall not exceed EUR 1,320,600 (one million three hundred twenty thousand and six hundred euro);
[bookmark: _Hlk206503836]5.3 The State budget funding for the implementation of the objective referred to in Sub-paragraph 6.3 – development of the research base and digital resources of the Liv language, promoting the vitality of the Liv language, the development and standardisation of language norms, and ensuring the integration of digital resources of the language into European language resource repositories – shall not exceed EUR 279,000 (two hundred seventy-nine thousand euro);
[bookmark: _Hlk207794317][bookmark: _Hlk206503864]5.4 The State budget funding for the implementation of the objective referred to in Sub-paragraph 6.4 of the Cabinet Order– study of demography, migration, and re-emigration processes in the context of contemporary geopolitical, socio-economic, and regional change – shall not exceed EUR 948,600 (nine hundred forty-eight thousand six hundred euro);
5.5 The State budget funding for the implementation of the objective referred to in Sub-paragraph 6.5 of the Cabinet Order – research of Latvian literature and poetics in the perspective of national identity and inclusive society in Latvia and the world, including in the contemporary context, and research of factors influencing the production and consumption of literature in the digital age – shall not exceed EUR 948,600 (nine hundred forty-eight thousand six hundred euro);
5.6 The State budget funding for the implementation of the objective referred to in Sub-paragraph 6.6 of the Cabinet Order – research of Latvian identity – shall not exceed EUR 948,600 (nine hundred forty-eight thousand six hundred euro);

6 The Council shall announce the Open Call in accordance with the procedures laid down in Paragraph 17 of the Cabinet Regulation and shall administer, support, monitor, and control the implementation of the project within the scope of the Project Contract.

7 The project applicant who complies with the provisions of Sub-paragraphs 2.12 and 9.1 of the Cabinet Regulation (hereinafter – the Project Applicant) shall prepare the Project Proposal in accordance with Annex 1 “Project Proposal” to the Regulations (hereinafter – the Project Proposal). The deadline for submitting a project application is 30 calendar days from the day of the call for proposals (hereinafter - the deadline).

8 The Council shall include the following information in the Open Call:
8.1 the name of the Open Call;
		8.2 the total funding of the Open Call;
		8.3 the deadline for the submission of Project Proposals;
		8.4 the website containing the information needed to submit Project Proposals.

[bookmark: _Hlk171350273][bookmark: _Hlk205540113][bookmark: p5][bookmark: p-1063671]9 The Project Applicant shall submit a Project Proposal to the Open Call including the main goal of the Programme defined in Paragraph 4 of the Cabinet Order – to build an inclusive Latvian and European knowledge society in Latvia, based on democratic values, Latvian language and culture – and the objective of the Programme defined in Paragraph 5 of the Cabinet Order – to create new knowledge and solutions to contribute to the sustainable development of society and state of Latvia. This includes interdisciplinary research on language, culture, and Latvian identity, as well as the development of the necessary human capital.
9.1 In order to achieve the programme's overarching aim and objective, Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order sets out the following programme objectives:
9.1.1 study of the development and use of the modern Latvian language. This task shall cover the following research fields: 
9.1.1.1 trends and sociolinguistic aspects of Latvian language development, including literary language varieties (plain language, easy language) and Latvian language development in the diaspora;
9.1.1.2 terminology and terminography of the Latvian;
9.1.1.3 translation studies;
9.1.1.4 the written language of Latgale region;
9.1.1.5 the cultural and historical development of the diversity of the Latvian language and onomastics, including in the context of historical Latvian lands;
9.1.1.6 learning Latvian as a foreign language.
9.1.2 research and development of Latvian language technologies. This task shall cover the following research fields:
9.1.2.1 research and development of generative artificial intelligence tools for use in Latvian;
9.1.2.2 the development of digital resources of the Latvian language, ensuring their integration into European language resource repositories;
9.1.2.3 Latvian language technology solutions, including solutions for people with disabilities;
9.1.2.4 sign language for the deaf;
9.1.3 development of the research base and digital resources of the Liv language, promoting the vitality of the Liv language, the development and standardisation of language norms, and ensuring the integration of digital resources of the language into European language resource repositories;
9.1.4 study of demography, migration, and re-emigration processes in the context of contemporary geopolitical, socio-economic and regional changes;
9.1.5 research of Latvian literature and poetics in the perspective of national identity and inclusive society in Latvia and the world, including in the contemporary context, and research of factors influencing the production and consumption of literature in the digital age;
9.1.6 research of Latvian identity. This task shall cover the following research fields:
9.1.6.1 Latvian identity and its formation in historical and contemporary contexts, including the diaspora;
9.1.6.2 contemporary folklore and spiritual traditions in the context of Latvian identity;
9.1.6.3 factors influencing the development of folklore studies;
9.1.6.4 history of ideas.

9.2 When implementing any of the Programme objectives defined in Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order, the Project Applicant shall also fulfil the common (horizontal) tasks defined in Paragraph 7 of the Cabinet Order and submit the results defined in Paragraph 8 of the Cabinet Order.
9.3 The Project Applicant may submit several Project Proposals for all tasks set out in Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order;
[bookmark: _Hlk77852036][bookmark: _Hlk144967629]9.4 The Project Applicant may implement the project jointly with a cooperation partner that complies with the provisions of Sub-paragraph 2.18 of the Cabinet Regulation. 

II. Conditions for the Participation of the Project Applicant and the Cooperation Partner

10 In order to certify the Project Applicant's compliance with the requirements set out in Sub-paragraphs 2.12 and 9.1 of the Cabinet Regulation, the Applicant shall upload Part D of the project proposal “Declaration of the Project Applicant” (hereinafter – Declaration of the Project Applicant) to the National Scientific Activity Information System (hereinafter – the Information System), which shall be completed, signed with a secure electronic signature and contain a time stamp. If it is not possible to provide a secure electronic signature with a timestamp, the Project Applicant shall follow the procedure set out in Paragraph 19 of Annex 2 “Methodology for the Preparation and Submission of the Project Proposal, Mid-term Scientific Report and Final Scientific Report of the Project” (hereinafter – the Submission Methodology) to the Regulations.  

11 The project cooperation partner shall comply with the provisions of Sub-paragraph 2.18 of the Cabinet Regulation.  The Project Applicant shall involve the project cooperation partner in compliance with Sub-paragraph 9.3 of the Cabinet Regulation. In order to certify the cooperation within the project, the Project Applicant shall ensure that the project cooperation partner signs Part E “Declaration of the Project Cooperation Partner – Scientific Institution” (hereinafter – the Declaration of the Project Cooperation Partner – Scientific Institution) or Part F “Declaration of the Project Cooperation Partner – Public Institution” (hereinafter – the Declaration of the Project Cooperation Partner – Public Institution) of the Project Proposal with a secure electronic signature bearing a timestamp. The Project Applicant shall attach the certificate to the Project Proposal. If a secure electronic signature cannot be provided, the project cooperation partner proceeds in accordance with point 23 or 27 of the submission methodology.

	12 In order to certify compliance of the Project Applicant and the Project Cooperation Partner – Scientific Institution (if applicable) with Sub-paragraph 2.12 of the Cabinet Regulation, the head of the respective scientific institution shall submit the financial management and accounting policy and the financial turnover report of the scientific institution (Part G “Financial Turnover Report Form” of the Project Proposal) for the years 2022, 2023, and 2024, and also the declaration by the scientific institution that the results of the research related to this project will not be used for commercial purposes (if applicable).
13 The documents referred to in Paragraph 12 of these Regulations shall be attached as an annex to the Certification of the Project Applicant and to the certification of the Certification of the Project Cooperation Partner – Scientific Institution in accordance with Sub-chapters 3.2 and 3.3 of the Submission Methodology. 

14 Within the framework of the project implementation, the project cooperation partner may be eligible for funding from the indirect eligible costs allocated to the project in proportion to the share of direct eligible costs allocated to the project cooperation partner, subject to the provisions of sub-paragraph 14.2 of the Cabinet Regulation.

15 If the project cooperation partner is involved in the implementation of the project with its own human resources, they shall participate in the implementation of the project as main participants of the project or participants (which may include students in accordance with Section 44, Paragraph one of the Law on Higher Education Institutions and doctoral degree nominees). Information on the involvement of the project cooperation partner in the implementation of the project with its own human resources is indicated in Part A “General Information” of the project application, Chapter 2 “Scientific Group”. The cooperation partner shall provide the research institution with access to its research infrastructure (if any is to be used in the project), including in accordance with Sub-paragraph 9.3 of the Cabinet Regulation.


III. Conditions for the Participation of the Scientific Group in the Project

16 The Project Applicant shall form a scientific group for the implementation of the project in accordance with the following conditions:
16.1 the provisions laid down in Sub-paragraph 2.22 of the Cabinet Regulation;
16.2 by creating interdisciplinary scientific groups, involving visiting and diaspora researchers.
16.3 compliance with Paragraphs 54, 55, and 56 of the Cabinet Regulation when changing the composition of the scientific group during the implementation of the project. 

17 In the Project Proposal, the project manager, main participants, and project participants must comply with the requirements of Sub-paragraphs 2.13, 2.14, and 2.15 of the Cabinet Regulation. The remuneration of the staff of the scientific group involved in the execution of the project is determined following the remuneration policy and rates of remuneration of the Project Applicant and of the project cooperation partner (if any).

18 A scientist may only be named as the project manager in one Project Proposal within the scope of the Open Call. If a scientist is listed as the project manager in more than one Project Proposal within the scope of the Open Call, the Council shall contact all relevant project applicants and ask them to indicate, within one working day, for which Project Proposal the scientist is the project manager and in what capacity the scientist will be in the other Project Proposals (if applicable). If the project manager is employed by the Project Applicant as a tenure professor, according to the tenure regulation of the respective higher education institution, the Project Applicant shall:
18.1 ensure that the risk of double funding is eliminated throughout the duration of the project as regards the remuneration of the tenure professor; 
18.2 upon conclusion of the Project Contract, submit to the Council an agreement signed between the Project Applicant and the tenure professor for the involvement of the respective scientist, who is the tenure professor, in the project in the capacity of the project manager. The Project Applicant shall ensure that the above agreement includes a restriction for the tenure professor, if he or she is the project manager, to be involved as the project manager in only one Project Proposal within the scope of the Open Call. The Project Applicant shall ensure that the aforementioned agreement remains in force throughout the duration of the project (including extension of the project implementation period, if any). 

19 The workload in full-time equivalent (hereinafter – FTE) of one person, being the project manager, the main participant or the project participant other than the student, is planned in such a way that the workload indicated in a single Project Proposal and also in the case of project implementation, does not exceed 1.0 FTE. 

20 For the project participants included in the scientific groups under the project application and in the case of project implementation, the total average workload of all students over the duration of the project is at least as follows:
20.1 the project fulfilling the objectives of Sub-paragraphs 6.1 or 6.2 of the Cabinet Order for at least 3 FTE;
20.2 the project fulfilling the objectives of Sub-paragraphs 6.4, or 6.5, or 6.6 of the Cabinet Order for at least 2.5 FTE; 
20.3 the project fulfilling the objectives of Sub-paragraphs 6.3 of the Cabinet Order for at least 0.25 FTE;

21 The Project Proposal and also the project implementation require that each student is occupied by the project for at least 0.25 FTE during the stage of the project implementation.

22 If a student completes a level of study during the project and starts the next level of study, except for that specified in Paragraph 23 of the Regulations, within four months at the latest, their involvement in the project during this four-month period is deemed to be in conformity with Paragraphs 20 and 21 of the Regulations regarding involvement of the student in the project. If the information on the student is not available in the State Education Information System database, in order to verify the status of the student at the time of project implementation, the Council has the right to request and the project implementer[footnoteRef:1] shall submit to the Council a confirmation (certificate) on the student (the date when the student started studies in the higher education programme (sub-programme), the semester or academic year (course) data and confirmation of the continuation of relevant studies during the project implementation). The Council shall have the right to request from the project implementer a certificate of PhD candidates to verify that the person concerned is a PhD candidate. [1:  The Project Applicant is considered to be the project implementer when signing the Contract for the Project Implementation.] 


23 If a student successfully completes the doctoral study programme and defends his/her doctoral thesis during the project implementation period, his/her involvement in the project shall henceforth be deemed to be in conformity with that laid down in Paragraph 19 of the Regulations. 

IV. Eligible Activities and Costs
 
24 The Project Applicant shall complete Part H of the Project Proposal “Activities of non-economic Nature” which provides information on the conformity of the activities planned in the Project Proposal with Sub-paragraph 2.2 of the Cabinet Regulation.

25 The Project Applicant shall include the information on the direct eligible cost items of the project in Chapter 3 “Budget” of Part A of the Project Proposal in accordance with Sub-paragraph 14.1 of the Cabinet Regulation.

26 Indirect eligible costs which are not directly related to the achievement of the project results, but provide appropriate conditions for the implementation of the activities to be supported within the scope of the project and for the achievement of the results shall be planned as a single cost item, applying a flat rate of indirect costs up to 15 (fifteen) per cent of the total amount of direct eligible costs referred to in Sub-paragraphs 14.1.1 and 14.1.2 of the Cabinet Regulation. Within two weeks from the date of signing the Contract, the Project implementer and the cooperation partner(s) (if any) must develop and approve internal procedures for the use and control of the indirect eligible costs of the project, which the Council is entitled to request and the project implementer presents it to the Council. If the project implementer has engaged a cooperation partner or partners, the indirect eligible costs of the project are divided between the project implementer and the cooperation partner(s) in proportion to the division of the direct eligible costs of the project between the project implementer and the project cooperation partner(s). The project implementer does not provide information and supporting documents on the use of indirect eligible costs when preparing and submitting the financial statement laid down in Sub-paragraph 44.1 of the Cabinet Regulation.

V. Procedures for the Preparation and Submission of the Project Proposal

	27 The Project Proposal shall be completed in accordance with the Submission Methodology and submitted to the Council electronically via the Information System within the time limit laid down for the submission of Project Proposals.

28 In order to ensure compliance with Paragraph 3 of the Cabinet Regulation and to avoid violation of property rights, when submitting the Project Proposal documentation, the Project Applicant shall:
28.1 certify that the content of the project application is not the product of artificial intelligence (AI).
28.2 if AI has been used in the development of the content of the project application; this shall be indicated in the project application under Part B “Project description”, paragraph 1 “Scientific excellence”, including a description of the AI tools used, to what extent and in what context in the development of the content of the project application;
28.3 is responsible for the use of the generative AI content used in the preparation of the Project Proposal, including the research questions put forward, the methodology developed, the structuring of the content, as well as the interpretation and evaluation of the results; 
28.4 ensures the credibility of the scientific research and statements, on originality of the description content of the Project Proposal and truthfulness of facts; 
28.5 when using AI solutions, the Project Applicant shall be responsible for: 
28.5.1 ensuring that no personal data, sensitive and/or confidential information is provided to third party AI systems; 
28.5.2 the absence of biased and stereotyped, and/or offensive information in the content created by AI;
28.5.3 the reliability of content created by AI.
 
29 In order to certify the Project Proposal as a whole, the Project Applicant shall sign Part D of the Project Proposal “Declaration of the Project Applicant” using a secure electronic signature with a timestamp. If it is not possible to provide a secure electronic signature with a timestamp, the Project Applicant shall follow the procedure set out in the Submission Methodology and in Paragraph 19 thereof.

VI. Administrative Evaluation of Project Proposals

30 The Council shall ensure administrative evaluation of Project Proposals in accordance with Annex 3 “Methodology for the Evaluation of the Conformity of the Project Proposal with the Administrative Evaluation Criteria” to the Regulations, evaluating the conformity of the Project Proposal with the administrative criteria laid down in Paragraph 19 of the Cabinet Regulation and, based on Sub-paragraph 16.8 of the Cabinet Regulation, additional administrative criteria laid down in Sub-paragraph 31.3 of the Regulations within two weeks upon expiry of the time limit for the submission of Project Proposals.

31 The Project Proposal shall be evaluated according to the following administrative evaluation criteria:
31.1 the administrative criteria laid down in Sub-paragraphs 19.1 and 19.2 of the Cabinet Regulation which may be supplemented (hereinafter – the supplementable administrative criteria); 
31.2 the administrative criteria laid down in Sub-paragraphs 19.3, 19.4, 19.5, 19.6, 19.7, and 19.8 of the Cabinet Regulation which may not be supplemented (hereinafter – the non-supplementable administrative criteria); 
31.3 the additional administrative criteria which may not be supplemented:
31.3.1 Cover all the common (horizontal) objectives of the programme as defined in Paragraph 7 of the Cabinet Order;
31.3.2 cover all results laid down on Paragraph 8 of the Cabinet Order to be achieved during the implementation of the Programme.

32 Taking into account the results of the administrative evaluation of the Project Proposal, the Council shall complete Annex 4 “Administrative Conformity Criteria Evaluation Form” to the Regulations in compliance with Paragraph 20 of the Cabinet Regulation.

[bookmark: _Hlk148020479]33 In the event of non-conformity of the Project Proposal with any:
33.1 supplementable administrative criteria, the Council shall request the Project Applicant to update the Project Proposal by sending a letter to the official e-mail address of the Project Applicant. The project applicant submits the updated Project Proposal within two working days since the date of sending the Council's letter, by sending a letter to the Council's official e-mail address: pasts@lzp.gov.lv; 
33.2 non-supplementable administrative criteria or if the Project Proposal does not conform to any of the supplementable administrative criteria, after submission of an updated Project Proposal, the Council shall, following the completion of the administrative evaluation of all Project Proposals, send to the Programme Implementation and Monitoring Commission (hereinafter – the Commission) the list of Project Proposals evaluated according to the administrative criteria and non-conforming to the administrative criteria and which do not conform to the administrative criteria laid down in the Regulations, also providing the grounds for each non-conformity in the respective list. The Commission shall evaluate the aforementioned list and take the decision on rejection of the Project Proposal in accordance with Sub-paragraph 8.3.2 of the Cabinet Regulation. 

VII. Scientific Evaluation of the Project Proposal

34 Following the provisions of Chapter III of the Cabinet Regulation, the Council shall organise the scientific evaluation of Project Proposals (hereinafter – the scientific evaluation).
 
35 For the evaluation of the Project Proposal, the Council shall, in accordance with Sub-paragraph 7.5 of the Cabinet Regulation, select and engage two or more scientific experts included in the European Commission or equivalent database (hereinafter – the expert) who meet the requirements laid down in Paragraphs 23 and 24 of the Cabinet Regulation. An expert may carry out the evaluation of several Project Proposals according to his or her scientific qualifications and experience.

36 The Council shall ensure that the expert who has agreed to evaluate the Project Proposal signs Annex 5 “Declaration of Absence of Conflict of Interest and Maintenance of Confidentiality” to the Regulations and submits it to the Council by uploading it in the Information System. 

37 The Council shall conclude a contract with each expert for the performance of the expert evaluation using the form specified in Annex 6 “Service Contract for Scientific Evaluation” to the Regulations (hereinafter – the Service Contract). The Service Contract may be adjusted during the contracting process in conformity with the content of the Project Proposal and the specificities of the expert evaluation.

38 The expert shall evaluate the Project Proposal in accordance with the scientific criteria set out in Paragraph 26 of the Cabinet Regulation and the procedures for the evaluation of Project Proposals in accordance with Annex 7 to the Regulations “Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation (for the Project Proposal, Mid-term/Final Scientific Reports of the Project)” (hereinafter – the Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation) and in compliance with Annex 8 to the Regulations “Form for Individual/Consolidated Evaluation of the Project Proposal Expert Evaluation” (hereinafter – the Expert Evaluation Form):
38.1 the scientific quality of the project evaluated in accordance with considerations laid down in Paragraph 27 of the Cabinet Regulation;
38.2 the impact of the project results evaluated in accordance with the considerations of Paragraph 28 of the Cabinet Regulation; 
38.3 the project feasibility and provisions evaluated in accordance with the considerations of Paragraph 29 of the Cabinet Regulation;
38.4 the expert has the duty to ensure the reliability of the scientific evaluation and reasoned opinions and is responsible for the originality of the content of his or her evaluation and the accuracy of the facts. The expert is responsible for the use of generative AI in the evaluation process of the Project Proposal and/or midterm and/or the final report. 
38.5 when using AI solutions, the expert is responsible for ensuring that no personal data, sensitive or confidential information is provided to third party AI systems, that no biased and stereotyped, and/or offensive information is contained in the content created by AI as well as that the content created by AI is trustworthy.

39 Each expert shall evaluate the Project Proposal within two weeks from the date of conclusion of the Service Contract by completing the Expert Evaluation Form in the Information System in accordance with the Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation and according to the Expert Evaluation Form.

[bookmark: _Hlk78479653]40 After receipt of the individual experts evaluation in respect of all Project Proposals in the Information System, the Council shall, within five working days, via online video conference (real-time video and audio transmission) organise and implement an expert panel discussion for the experts responsible for the preparation of the consolidated expert evaluation of the Project Proposals, setting up an expert panel for Project Proposals which fulfil the task of the Programme referred to in Sub-paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order (hereinafter – the panel).

41 If only one Project Proposal is submitted for the task of the Programme provided for in Sub-paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order, the Council shall not organise the panel for the relevant Project Proposal and the evaluation of such Project Proposal shall be carried out in accordance with the procedures laid down in Paragraph 25 of the Cabinet Regulation.

[bookmark: _Hlk79571312]42 Within three working days following the conclusion of the panel, the expert responsible for the preparation of the consolidated expert evaluation of the respective Project Proposal shall, taking into account the individual evaluations by experts of the respective Project Proposal and also the panel results, complete the consolidated expert evaluation of the respective Project Proposal (hereinafter – the consolidated evaluation of the expert) in the Information System in accordance with the Annex 7 of the Project Proposal: Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation and shall, within three working days, agree thereon with other experts involved in the evaluation of the respective Project Proposal who have provided individual evaluation of that Project Proposal, and shall submit the evaluation in the Information System. If the experts are unable to agree on the consolidated evaluation due to a difference of opinion, the experts shall inform the Council thereof on the following working day after expiry of the aforementioned three working days. In such case, the Council shall engage an additional expert (hereinafter – the additional expert) who at first, shall carry out an individual evaluation of the respective Project Proposal within the time limit and in accordance with the procedures laid down in Paragraph 39 of the Regulations, submitting the individual evaluation of the expert, and thereafter, the additional expert shall consult the original individual evaluations of experts. The additional expert shall prepare a consolidated evaluation within two weeks from the date of conclusion of the Service Contract for scientific evaluation, by agreeing with the expert or experts whose individual evaluation gives a total score closer to the total score given by the additional expert in their individual evaluation. The additional expert shall, within three working days following coordination with the other expert or experts, submit the consolidated evaluation in the Information System. 

43 The expert is allowed to evaluate only 20 pages of the Project Proposal and up to 3 (three) additional pages if there are declarations from the social partners, letters of recommendation on cooperation, etc.

VIII. Decision to Grant Funding or Reject a Project Proposal

[bookmark: _Hlk135660507]44 The Council shall, within three working days from the date of submission of the evaluation on the basis of the consolidated expert evaluations submitted in the Information System, calculate in the Information System the consolidated score for each Project Proposal (hereinafter – the consolidated score) using the following formula: 
             =3 × 0.3+3 × 0.5+3 × 0.2, where:
K – consolidated score;
A – the proportion of the scientific criterion referred to in Paragraph 27 of the Cabinet Regulation (hereinafter – the scientific quality) is 30% of the consolidated score (K);
	B – the proportion of the scientific criterion referred to in Paragraph 28 of the Cabinet Regulation (hereinafter – the impact) is 50% of the consolidated score (K);
	C – the proportion of the scientific criterion referred to in Paragraph 29  of the Cabinet Regulation (hereinafter – the feasibility of the project) is 20% of the consolidated score (K).

45 The quality threshold for the consolidated evaluation for the criterion laid down in Paragraph 26.1. of the Cabinet Regulation (scientific quality of the project) shall be at least four points, at least three points for the criterion laid down in Paragraph 26.2. of the Cabinet Regulation (impact of the project results), at least three points for the criterion laid down in Paragraph 26.3. of the Cabinet Regulation (project feasibility and provisions), and at least ten points for all scientific criteria laid down in Paragraph 26 of the Cabinet Regulation in total. 

46 The Council shall send the following to the Commission:
46.1 the list of the expert evaluations of the Project Proposals within five working days following the date of submission of the consolidated expert evaluations of all Project Proposals in the Information System and application of the formula referred to in Paragraph 44 of the Regulations. In the expert evaluation list of Project Proposals, the Project Proposals are arranged in the order of priority according to the score obtained in the consolidated evaluation (hereinafter – the List of Project Proposals) in accordance with Paragraph 32 of the Cabinet Regulation.
46.2 a summary of the recommendations made by the experts in their consolidated evaluations for each Project Proposal (hereinafter – the Expert Recommendations). 

	47 The Commission shall, within five working days following the receipt of the List of Project Proposals and the Expert Recommendations, in accordance with Sub-paragraph 33.1 of the Cabinet Regulation, take the decision specified in Sub-paragraph 8.3.1 of the Cabinet Regulation on the Project Proposal included in the List of Project Proposals, taking into account the maximum project funding specified in Paragraph 5 of the Regulations and the Commission shall take the decision to reject the Project Proposals in compliance with Sub-paragraph 8.3.2 of the Cabinet Regulation. The Council shall send the decisions taken by the Commission to the Project Applicants.

IX. Conclusion of the Project Contract and Funding

48 Within 10 calendar days from the date of the decision under sub-paragraph 8.3.1 of the Cabinet Regulation on granting of funding for the implementation of the project, the Council enters into a project agreement with the Project Applicant (the project implementer) using Annex 9 “Contract on the Implementation of the Project of the National Research Programme “Latvian Studies for the Development of a Latvian and European Society” for 2025-2028”” to the Regulation. If the Commission has taken the decision on the necessity and substantiation of implementing the Expert Recommendations, the Council shall include the recommendations in the preparation of the Project Contract. The content of the Project Contract may be adjusted during the contract conclusion process according to the specific nature of the project and the Programme.

49 Project costs shall be eligible from the date on which the Commission has taken the decision specified in Sub-paragraph 8.3.1 of the Cabinet Regulation to grant the funding for the implementation of the project. The Council shall request the Project Implementer to reimburse the funding received within the scope the project in the cases referred to in Paragraph 61 of the Cabinet Regulation. 

[bookmark: _Hlk78716547]50 Taking into account that one project stage shall be funded for a period of at least 6 (six) months, the amount of the advance payment for one project stage shall be specified in the Project Contract, without exceeding 30 per cent from the total funding of the project. If the Project Implementer needs to extend the project implementation period on the basis of Paragraph 39 of the Cabinet Regulation, it may be extended by up to one year for the consolidation and publication of results without additional funding, for which the Project Implementer shall submit a substantiated application to the Council at least three months before the end of the project period on the need for the extension and Annex 6 “Plan for the Consolidation of Results” to the Project Contract.

51 If a project involves a project cooperation partner(s), the Project Implementer shall conclude a cooperation contract with the cooperation partner(s) setting out the financial conditions, the arrangements for settling disputes and for non-disclosure of confidential information, the provisions governing the entry into force, duration, termination of this contract, a detailed cooperation plan and budget, taking into account the Project Proposal, and also the provisions on intellectual property rights. The cooperation contract shall be submitted by the Project Implementer to the Council within two weeks following the date of mutual signing of the Project Contract. The Project Implementer is responsible for transferring the advance and final instalments of the project to the project partners within the time limits and in accordance with the procedures laid down in the cooperation contracts.

X. Submission and Assessment of the Mid-term and Final Scientific Report of the Project

52 The Project Implementer shall submit to the Council, through the Information System, the mid-term scientific report of the project within one month from the date on which half of the project implementation period has elapsed; and the final scientific report of the project within one month of the end date of the project as laid down in the Project Contract. Where the duration of the project has been extended in accordance with Paragraph 51 of the Regulations, the Project Implementer shall submit the final scientific report within one month of the expiry of the extension period in the Information System. 

53 The Council shall ensure that experts who meet the requirements laid down in Paragraphs 23 and 24 of the Cabinet Regulation are involved in the evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project in accordance with the procedures laid down in Section 46 of the Cabinet Regulation.

54 The Council shall:
[bookmark: _Hlk78746608]54.1 ensure that the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report of the project is evaluated by at least two experts within two months after submission in the Information System in accordance with the procedures laid down in Paragraph 46 of the Cabinet Regulation by completing Annex 10 “Form for Individual/Consolidated Evaluation of the Mid-term/Final Scientific Reports of the Project” to the Regulations in accordance with the Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation. If the experts cannot agree on a consolidated evaluation of the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report of the project, the Council shall engage another expert who shall evaluate the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report of the project and, taking into account the contributions of the experts previously engaged, i.e. the individual evaluations of the mid-term scientific report and the final scientific report of the project, prepare and submit in the Information System a consolidated evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and/or the final scientific report of the project, subject to prior coordination with other experts who have provided individual evaluations of the mid-term scientific report and the final scientific report of the project;
54.2 summarise the recommendations included in the consolidated expert evaluation of the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report of the project and submit them for consideration by the Commission, which shall decide, within the competence thereof, on the necessity and feasibility of implementing those recommendations in the execution of the project concerned, instructing the Council to amend the project agreement accordingly, if necessary.

XI. Mid-term and Final report of the Council on the Implementation of the Programme

	55 The Council shall, in accordance with Sub-paragraph 7.6 and Paragraph 50 of the Cabinet Regulation, prepare the mid-term and final reports of the Council on the implementation of the Programme (hereinafter – the report of the Council) within four months after completion of the evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project. 

	56 The report of the Council shall include the following:
56.1 statistics on funded projects (human resources involved, MSc/PhD theses defended);
56.2 the results set out in the Cabinet Order and achieved, and their description in accordance with the objective and tasks of the Programme; 
56.3 a description of the scientific cooperation (e.g. at international level, consortia, planned applications to international research and innovation programmes of the European Union, including Horizon Europe);
56.4 socio-economic impact of project results (measures implemented at mid-term, specific measures implemented at closure in accordance with the common (horizontal) objectives of the Programme);
	56.5 information on the publication of project results in open access and also in repositories suitable for depositing research data (by applying the FAIR (findable, accessible, interoperable, reusable)[footnoteRef:2] principles); [2:  Findable, accessible, interoperable, reusable.] 

56.6 other information as decided by the Commission.

XII. Information and Publicity Requirements

57 The Project Implementer undertakes to publish the project information (including on the project implementation, scientific group, activities, and achieved results) on the website of the Project Implementer and undertakes to ensure that this information is maintained and updated according to the achieved project results for at least five years from the date of signing the certificate of acceptance and transfer upon project completion in accordance with Sub-paragraph 59.1.2 of the Cabinet Regulation, which is an annex to the Project Contract. 

58 The Project Implementer shall, in the manner and within the time limits specified in the Project Contract, ensure the following:
58.1 provision of information on policy recommendations to the Ministry of Education and Science; 
58.2 provision of information to other sectoral ministries concerning recommendations for policy-making; 
58.3 closely cooperate with line ministries in communicating and distributing project results; 
58.4 provide information about the implementation of the project financed under the tender to the Council, which conducts the communication and public information activities on the implementation of the project financed under the call for proposals. The Council summarises this information and ensures the availability of it to the public. The Project Implementer shall cooperate with the Council and participate in public information and communication activities organised by the Council, including the production of project design material, content development and joint workshops on the progress of the project.

59 In order to promote the visibility of the project, the Project Implementer shall use the common graphic identity of the State Research Programmes[footnoteRef:3] as a basis and may additionally create a visual identity mark describing the project and including an abbreviation of the project name, which is consistent with the common graphic identity of the State Research Programmes. If the established visual identity of the project is used, it shall be used only in conjunction with the common graphic identity (or programme logo) of the State Research Programmes. [3:  https://www.lzp.gov.lv/lv/media/105/download?attachment (see the introductory section of the page for the rest of the materials: https://www.lzp.gov.lv/lv/valsts-petijumu-programma-vpp)
] 


60 The Project Implementer and project cooperation partners (if applicable) shall refer to the name of the Programme, the source of funding, and the relevant project number when carrying out public information activities, publishing scientific articles and other project results, participating in conferences or otherwise presenting project results and activities, or use the visual identity mark of the project in accordance with Paragraph 59 of the Regulations. “The Guidelines for publicity activities under FLPP and VPP projects” (approved by Council Order No. 13 of 14 April 2021) are available here: https://www.lzp.gov.lv/lv/media/25/download?attachment.


XIII. Closing Provisions

61 The Project Applicant may ask the questions regarding the preparation and submission of the Project Proposal no later than two working days before the deadline for submission of the Project Proposal by sending the questions to the following e-mail: vpp@lzp.gov.lv. Answers to questions sent by the Project Applicant shall be sent by the Council electronically, frequently asked questions and answers are published on the website of the Council www.lzp.gov.lv. Other questions regarding the implementation of the Programme may also be sent to the abovementioned e-mail address.

62 Information on the Project Proposal approved by the Commission shall be published on the following websites: www.izm.gov.lv and www.lzp.gov.lv.


Agreed upon with the Ministry of Education and Science.
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