Translation from Latvian into English
APPROVED
State Research Programme 
"Artificial Intelligence-Based Solution for Completion of Structured Documents
from Heterogeneous Data Sources" Implementation and Monitoring Commission
(established by Order No. 1.1-1/12/51 of 25 February 2026 of the Minister for Finance)
Decision No. 1 of 2 March 2026
Regulations for the Open Call for Project Proposals of the State Research Programme “Artificial Intelligence-Based Solution for Completion of Structured Documents from Heterogeneous Data Sources” 2026-2028
I. General Provisions
[bookmark: _Hlk140070864][bookmark: _Hlk176867076]1 Regulations for the Open Call for Project Proposals (hereinafter referred to as the Regulations) of the State Research Programme “Artificial Intelligence-Based Solution for Completion of Structured Documents from Heterogeneous Data Sources” 2026-2028 (hereinafter referred to as the Programme) provides for the procedures whereby the Latvian Council of Science (hereinafter referred to as the Council) organises and implements the open call for project proposals (hereinafter referred to as the Open Call) based on the Cabinet Regulation No. 560 of 4 September 2018 “Procedures for the Implementation of State Research Programme Projects” (hereinafter referred to as the Cabinet Regulation) and in compliance with provisions of the Cabinet Order of 22 December 2025 No. 870 “Regarding the State Research Programme “Artificial Intelligence-Based Solution for Completion of Structured Documents from Heterogeneous Data Sources” 2026–2028” (hereinafter referred to as the Cabinet Order).
2 The Regulations have been drawn up on the basis of Paragraph 16 of the Cabinet Regulation.
[bookmark: _Hlk207793801][bookmark: _Hlk170919577]3 The Open Call is organised for the purpose of implementing the tasks of the Programme specified in Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order. Total State budget funding is EUR 165,000.00 (one hundred sixty-five thousand euro, 00 cents), of which 7 (seven) per cent are intended for implementation of measures set out in Paragraph 37 of the Cabinet Regulation. The total funding of the Open Call is to be used in conformity with Paragraph 36 of the Cabinet Regulation:
[bookmark: _Hlk219817788]3.1 EUR 153,450.00 (one hundred and fifty-three thousand four hundred and fifty euros, 00 cents) for the financing of projects;
[bookmark: _Hlk205544086]3.2 EUR 11,550.00 (eleven thousand five hundred and fifty euro, 00 cents) for implementation of measures referred to Paragraph 37 of the Cabinet Regulation.
[bookmark: _Hlk162845900]4 The project implementation period is 30 months from the date of entry into force of the Contract for the Project Implementation (hereinafter – the Project Contract). The project implementation period may be extended for up to one year in accordance with conditions and procedures set out in Paragraph 39 of the Cabinet Regulation. One project implementation stage shall last for a period of at least 6 (six) months.
5 The framework of the Open Call provides for financing one project for performance of all programme objectives under Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order, providing that the State budget funding does not exceed EUR 153,450.00 (one hundred fifty-three thousand four hundred and fifty euro, 00 cents).
6 The Council shall announce the Open Call in accordance with the procedures laid down in Paragraph 17 of the Cabinet Regulation and shall administer, support, monitor, and control the implementation of the project within the scope of the Project Contract.
7 The project applicant who complies with the provisions of Sub-paragraphs 2.12 and 9.1 of the Cabinet Regulation (hereinafter – the Project Applicant) shall prepare the Project Proposal in accordance with Annex 1 “Project Proposal” to the Regulations (hereinafter – the Project Proposal). The deadline for the submission of the Project Proposal is 30 business days from the day of announcement of the open call (hereinafter – the deadline for the submission of Project Proposals).

8 The Council shall include the following information in the Open Call:
8.1 the name of the Open Call;
		8.2 the total funding of the Open Call;
		8.3 the deadline for the submission of Project Proposals;
		8.4 the website containing the information needed to submit Project Proposals.
[bookmark: _Hlk171350273][bookmark: _Hlk205540113]9 The project applicant shall submit a Project Proposal in the Open Call covering the overarching aim of the programme under Paragraph 4 of the Cabinet Order – promote the digitisation of public administration and auditing processes using artificial intelligence (hereinafter – AI) solutions to ensure fast, high-quality and standardised information processing and structured document production – and the programme aim under Paragraph 5 of the Cabinet Order – to develop an innovative AI solution that automatically populates structured documents (e.g. checklists, reports, data entry forms) from different data sources (e.g. text documents (DOCX), structured fields (XLSX/CSV), PDF files (text PDF and scanned PDF), emails (EML/MSG) (with attachments), web pages (HTML)) while meeting the structural, formatting and data quality requirements of the documents
9.1 In order to achieve the programme's overarching aim and objective, Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order sets out the following programme objectives:
9.1.1 to identify data source types and formats, structured document types, completion logic, related data sources and regulatory requirements, identify technical and data requirements to develop or select a possible AI solution for the research, and evaluate and take into account results of other similar studies where available and applicable;
9.1.2 based on the initial analysis, develop a detailed statement of work and define the expected deliverables to assess whether the AI solution is capable of analysing documentation in audit processes;
9.1.3 to compare different AI solutions and their ability to analyse and structure information from different data sources (formats) and, based on this information, the ability to generate completed structured documents (checklists, reports or other standardised documents) in the Latvian language in audit processes, respecting accuracy, formal requirements and context. When implementing an AI solution, take into account the prompt engineering methods and technological documentation of the models used, as well as other factors that affect the quality of the result – the choice of appropriate model settings (e.g., degree of creativity, variety of possible answers, maximum amount of text), the suitability of the chosen model and the level of support for the Latvian language, the quality of data sources and the post-processing steps required. The comparison includes both international solutions (e.g., OpenAI GPT, Claude, Cohere, LLama, Alpaca MIstral) and publicly available European and Latvian solutions, e.g., TildeOpen LLM, which is tailored specifically for European languages and the development of specialised models. Test different combinations of prompts and parameters to achieve accurate and reliable results in Latvian. The performance of an AI solution is assessed at three levels of functionality:
9.1.3.1 Level A (maximum functionality) – the AI solution independently analyses the input document set and the relevant laws and regulations, identifies the necessary actions to achieve the objective, prepares the relevant structured documents, completes them and provides analytical conclusions with justification;
9.1.3.2 Level B (medium functionality) – AI solution, based on the analysis of the entered documents and laws and regulations, prepares and completes a structured document created by the user, offers recommendations on the formatting of the document (e.g., for missing fields or format inconsistencies);
9.1.3.3 Level C (minimal functionality) – the AI solution technically completes a predefined structured document without changing its content or format, using only the input data sources and the regulatory framework;
9.1.4 to develop and test a prototype AI for the automatic completion of structured documents, building on the work of the European Parliament and Council Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation) and the European Parliament and Council of 13 April 2024 (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation) and Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 June 2024 laying down harmonised rules in the field of artificial intelligence and amending Regulations (EC) No 300/2008, (EU) No 167/2013, (EU) No 168/2013, (EU) 2018/858, (EU) 2018/1139 and (EU) 2019/2144 and Directives 2014/90/EU, (EU) 2016/797 and (EU) 2020/1828 (AI Act), providing a user interface for reviewing documents and an administrator portal for managing the system, which meets the requirements. The user interface and administrator portal provide transparency and traceability of the completion process, including version control, edit history, automated action logs, and a logical explanation of the data selected for AI. Data processing takes place in a secure and segregated environment (e.g., on-premises infrastructure of the institution or in a secure cloud environment compliant with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation and the AI Act), with access limited to authorised users of the tool. Evaluate the performance, accuracy and reliability of the solution and make proposals on the minimum and preferred technical equipment (e.g., server capacity, memory size, storage solutions) for the successful and reliable operation of the prototype;
9.1.5 develop proposals for the integration of AI technology into the inspection processes of public administration, assessing possible implementation scenarios, risks of use and prerequisites for applying the solution to other public administration functions.
9.2 In order to fulfil the programme objective set out in Sub-paragraph 6.4 of the Cabinet Order and, accordingly, in Sub-paragraph 9.1.4 of the Regulations – to develop and test an AI prototype for the automatic completion of structured documents – the quality and performance of the prototype shall be assessed in accordance with the following criteria and testing procedures within the framework of the programme project:
1) Quality classes (K) - measure the "proportion of correctly completed fields" relative to the benchmark dataset ("gold standard"):
K1: ≥ 95% of fields filled in correctly; human corrections ≤ 5%;
K2: ≥ 85% of fields filled in correctly; human corrections ≤ 15%;
K3: does not meet the K2 thresholds.
Each field is scored binary ("right/wrong") according to the "gold standard". A "correctly completed field" is a field that meets the content and formal requirements (type, format, code, mandatory, etc.). "Human corrections" is the proportion of fields corrected (number of fields corrected/total number of fields assessed);
2) Performance classes (V) – measure the processing speed and average response time per document in a standard test (≥ 100 pages and ≥ 4 document types):
V1 (fast): 100-page processing ≤ 3 min; average response time per document ≤ 15 sec;
V2 (average): 100-page processing ≤ 10 min; average response time per document ≤ 60 sec;
V3 (slowest): exceeds V2 thresholds;
3) Testing procedure – the assessment is carried out in a single test environment using an anonymised benchmark dataset ("gold standard") with at least four document types. Quality results are reported (proportion of correctly completed fields) with a 95% confidence interval (measurement precision for quality: ±3 percentage points). Testing shall be organised by the project implementer in cooperation with the Ministry of Finance and the results shall be documented in a testing report. The testing process and results shall be documented for proposals and recommendations in a way that they can be verified and replicated.
9.3 When implementing the Programme objectives defined in Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order, the Project Applicant shall also fulfil the common (horizontal) tasks defined in Paragraph 7 of the Cabinet Order and submit the results defined in Paragraph 8 of the Cabinet Order.
[bookmark: _Hlk77852036][bookmark: _Hlk144967629]9.4 The Project Applicant may implement the project jointly with a cooperation partner. 
10 The Ministry of Finance shall provide the expertise for the audit, supervision and control processes in the implementation of the programme project, using the human resources at the disposal of the Ministry of Finance and taking into account their workload. Ministry of Finance staff within the project, within their core functions and as required:
10.1 provide information on the content and legal framework of auditing, audit, monitoring and control processes, in particular in the field of European Union funds, the Recovery and Resilience Facility and other foreign financial assistance instruments;
10.2 provide methodological support in the preparation of test scenarios and requirements developed within the project.
II. Conditions for the Participation of the Project Applicant and the Cooperation Partner
11 In order to certify the Project Applicant's compliance with the requirements set out in Sub-paragraphs 2.12 and 9.1 of the Cabinet Regulation, the Applicant shall upload Part D of the project proposal “Declaration of the Project Applicant” (hereinafter – Declaration of the Project Applicant) to the National Scientific Activity Information System (hereinafter – the Information System), which shall be completed, signed with a secure electronic signature and contain a time stamp. If it is not possible to provide a secure electronic signature with a timestamp, the Project Applicant shall follow the procedure set out in Paragraph 19 of Annex 2 “Methodology for the Preparation and Submission of the Project Proposal, Mid-term Scientific Report and Final Scientific Report of the Project” (hereinafter – the Submission Methodology) to the Regulations.
12 The project cooperation partner shall comply with the provisions of Sub-paragraph 2.18 of the Cabinet Regulation.  The Project Applicant shall involve the project cooperation partner in compliance with Sub-paragraph 9.3 of the Cabinet Regulation. In order to certify the cooperation within the project, the Project Applicant shall ensure that the project cooperation partner signs Part E “Declaration of the Project Cooperation Partner – Scientific Institution” (hereinafter – the Declaration of the Project Cooperation Partner – Scientific Institution) or Part F “Declaration of the Project Cooperation Partner – Public Institution” (hereinafter – the Declaration of the Project Cooperation Partner – Public Institution) of the Project Proposal with a secure electronic signature bearing a timestamp. The Project Applicant shall attach the certificate to the Project Proposal. If a secure electronic signature cannot be provided, the project cooperation partner shall proceed in accordance with Paragraphs 23 or 27 of the Submission Methodology.
13 In order to certify compliance of the Project Applicant and the Project Cooperation Partner – Scientific Institution (if applicable) with Sub-paragraph 2.12 of the Cabinet Regulation, the head of the respective scientific institution shall submit the financial management and accounting policy and the financial turnover report of the scientific institution (Part G “Financial Turnover Report Form” of the Project Proposal) for the years 2022, 2023, and 2024, and also the declaration by the scientific institution that the results of the research related to this project will not be used for commercial purposes (if applicable).
14 The documents referred to in Paragraph 13 of these Regulations shall be attached as an annex to the Certification of the Project Applicant and to the certification of the Certification of the Project Cooperation Partner – Scientific Institution in accordance with Sub-chapters 3.2 and 3.3 of the Submission Methodology.  
15 Within the framework of the project implementation, the project cooperation partner may be eligible for funding from the indirect eligible costs allocated to the project in proportion to the share of direct eligible costs allocated to the project cooperation partner, subject to the provisions of Sub-paragraph 14.2 of the Cabinet Regulation.
16 If the project cooperation partner is involved in the implementation of the project with its own human resources, they shall participate in the implementation of the project as main participants of the project or participants (which may include students in accordance with Section 44, Paragraph one of the Law on Higher Education Institutions and doctoral degree nominees). Information on the involvement of the project cooperation partner in the implementation of the project with its own human resources is specified in Part A “General Information” of the Project Proposal, Chapter 2 “Scientific Group”. The cooperation partner shall provide the research institution with access to its research infrastructure (if any is to be used in the project), including in accordance with Sub-paragraph 9.3 of the Cabinet Regulation.
III. Conditions for the Participation of the Scientific Group in the Project
17 The Project Applicant shall form a scientific group for the implementation of the project in accordance with the following conditions:
17.1 the provisions laid down in Sub-paragraph 2.22 of the Cabinet Regulation;
17.2 compliance with Paragraphs 54, 55, and 56 of the Cabinet Regulation when changing the composition of the scientific group during the implementation of the project.
18 In the Project Proposal, the project manager, principal investigator, and project implementers must comply with the requirements of Sub-paragraphs 2.13, 2.14, and 2.15 of the Cabinet Regulation. The remuneration of the staff of the scientific group involved in the execution of the project is determined following the remuneration policy and rates of remuneration of the Project Applicant and of the project cooperation partner (if any).
19 A scientist may only be named as the project manager in one Project Proposal within the scope of the Open Call. If a scientist is listed as the project manager in more than one Project Proposal within the scope of the Open Call, the Council shall contact all relevant project applicants and ask them to indicate, within one working day, for which Project Proposal the scientist is the project manager and in what capacity the scientist will be in the other Project Proposals (if applicable).
20 Project implementation within the framework of the Open Call is open to persons employed in higher education or research institutions under the tenure system (including tenure professors, persons holding tenure-track positions or persons fulfilling duties based on a granted tenure status), subject to the conditions laid down in these Regulations:
20.1 the involvement of persons employed in the tenure system in the project shall only be allowed to the extent and in a manner that does not create a risk of double funding, i.e., project funding shall not be used to pay for duties or working time that are already covered by institutional or other public funding within the tenure-track position;
20.2 project funding for persons employed in the tenure system may cover only additional activities necessary for the implementation of the project which do not overlap with the duties of the tenure position, or project management, coordination or specific research tasks, if not funded under the tenure position;
20.3 if a person employed in the tenure system receives remuneration from the project, the project applicant must ensure: 1) a clear separation between the duties of the position and the tasks of the project; 2) adequate working time records demonstrating the time actually spent on project activities; 3) compliance with applicable laws and regulations and with the funder's conditions on maximum workload and remuneration;
20.4 The Council is entitled to request and the project implementer is obliged to provide the Council with additional information on the involvement of persons employed in the tenure system in the project, as well as with documents demonstrating that there is no risk of double funding. The Council has the right to limit or refuse the reimbursement of a person employed in the tenure system from the project funding if there are reasonable doubts about the existence/risk of double funding;
20.5 the project applicant accepts responsibility for providing true and complete information and for any financial corrections in the event of double funding.
21 The workload in full-time equivalent (hereinafter – FTE) of one person, being the project manager, the main participant or the project participant other than the student, is planned in such a way that the workload indicated in a single Project Proposal and also in the case of project implementation, does not exceed 1.0 FTE. 
22 For the project participants included in the scientific groups under the project application and in the case of project implementation, the average workload of all students over the duration of the project is at least 0.5 FTE.
23 The Project Proposal and also the project implementation require that each student is occupied by the project for at least 0.25 FTE on average during the stage of the project implementation.
24 If a student completes a level of study during the project and starts the next level of study, except for that specified in Paragraph 25 of the Regulations, within four months at the latest, their involvement in the project during this four-month period is deemed to be in conformity with Paragraphs 22 and 23 of the Regulations regarding involvement of the student in the project. 
25 If a student successfully completes the doctoral study programme and defends his/her doctoral thesis during the project implementation period, his/her involvement in the project shall henceforth be deemed to be in conformity with that laid down in Paragraphs 22 and 23 of the Regulations. 
26 The Council uses the information available in the National Education Information System database to verify the student's status at the time of the project. If the information on the student is not available in the State Education Information System database, the Council has the right to request and the project implementer[footnoteRef:1] shall submit to the Council a confirmation (certificate) on the student, stating the date when the student started studies in the higher education programme (sub-programme), the semester or academic year (course) data and confirmation of the continuation of relevant studies during the project implementation. The Council shall have the right to request from the project implementer a certificate of PhD candidates to verify that the person concerned is a PhD candidate. [1:  The Project Applicant is considered to be the project implementer when signing the Contract for the Project Implementation.] 

IV. Eligible Activities and Costs
 27 The Project Applicant shall complete Part H of the Project Proposal “Activities of non-economic Nature” which provides information on the conformity of the activities planned in the Project Proposal with Sub-paragraph 2.2 of the Cabinet Regulation.
28 The Project Applicant shall include information on the direct eligible cost items of the project following Sub-paragraph 14.1 of the Cabinet Regulation in Chapter 3 “Budget” of Part A of the Project Proposal.
29 Indirect eligible costs which are not directly related to the achievement of the project results, but provide the necessary conditions for the implementation of the activities to be supported within the scope of the project and for the achievement of the results shall be planned as a single cost item, applying a flat rate of indirect costs up to 15 (fifteen) per cent of the total amount of direct eligible costs referred to in Sub-paragraphs 14.1.1 and 14.1.2 of the Cabinet Regulation. Within two weeks from the date of signing the Contract, the Project implementer and the cooperation partner(s) (if any) must develop and approve internal procedures for the use and control of the indirect eligible costs of the project, which the Council is entitled to request and the project implementer presents it to the Council. If the project implementer has engaged a cooperation partner or partners, the indirect eligible costs of the project are divided between the project implementer and the cooperation partner(s) in proportion to the division of the direct eligible costs of the project between the project implementer and the project cooperation partner(s). The project implementer does not provide information and supporting documents on the use of indirect eligible costs when preparing and submitting the financial statement laid down in Sub-paragraph 44.1 of the Cabinet Regulation.
V. Procedures for the Preparation and Submission of the Project Proposal
30 The Project Proposal shall be completed in accordance with the Submission Methodology and submitted to the Council electronically via the Information System within the time limit laid down for the submission of Project Proposals.
31 In order to ensure the achievement of the programme objective set out in Paragraph 3 of the Cabinet Regulation and to avoid infringement of property rights, the project applicant shall ensure responsible use of generative artificial intelligence AI when submitting the project proposal documentation and:
31.1 indicate in the project application, Part B "Project Description", under paragraph 1 "Scientific Excellence", whether and to what extent generative AI tools have been used in the preparation of the content of the project application, including describing which AI tools have been used in the preparation of the content of the project proposal, in what context and with what objectives;
31.2 is responsible for the originality of the content of the project proposal, the veracity of the facts and the non-infringement of third-party copyright and other intellectual property rights, irrespective of the use of AI;
31.3 is responsible for the use of the generative AI content used in the preparation of the Project Proposal, including the research questions put forward, the methodology developed, the structuring of the content, as well as the interpretation and evaluation of the results; 
31.4 when using AI solutions, ensures that: 
31.4.1 sensitive and/or confidential information containing personal data shall not be provided to third party AI systems if this is not in accordance with applicable data protection laws and regulations or contractual terms; 
31.4.2 Content produced by AI does not contain biased, stereotyped and/or offensive content;
31.4.3 the reliability of the content produced by the AI has been assessed and substantiated.
32 In order to certify the Project Proposal as a whole, the Project Applicant shall sign Part D of the Project Proposal “Declaration of the Project Applicant” using a secure electronic signature with a timestamp. If it is not possible to provide a secure electronic signature with a timestamp, the Project Applicant shall follow the procedure set out in the Submission Methodology and in Paragraph 19 thereof.
VI. Administrative Evaluation of Project Proposals
33 The Council shall ensure administrative evaluation of Project Proposals in accordance with Annex 3 “Methodology for the Evaluation of the Conformity of the Project Proposal with the Administrative Compliance Criteria” to the Regulations, evaluating the conformity of the Project Proposal with the administrative criteria laid down in Paragraph 19 of the Cabinet Regulation and, based on Sub-paragraph 16.8 of the Cabinet Regulation, additional administrative criteria laid down in Sub-paragraph 34.3 of the Regulations within two weeks upon expiry of the time limit for the submission of Project Proposals.
34 The Project Proposal shall be evaluated according to the following administrative evaluation criteria:
34.1 the administrative criteria laid down in Sub-paragraphs 19.1 and 19.2 of the Cabinet Regulation which may be supplemented (hereinafter – the supplementable administrative criteria); 
34.2 the administrative criteria laid down in Sub-paragraphs 19.3, 19.4, 19.5, 19.6, 19.7, and 19.8 of the Cabinet Regulation which may not be supplemented (hereinafter – the non-supplementable administrative criteria); 
34.3 the additional administrative criteria which may not be supplemented:
34.3.1 Cover all the common (horizontal) objectives of the programme as defined in Paragraph 7 of the Cabinet Order;
34.3.2 Cover all the results set out in Paragraph 8 of the Cabinet Order to be achieved during the Programme implementation. 
35 Taking into account the results of the administrative evaluation of the Project Proposal, the Council shall complete Annex 4 “Administrative Conformity Criteria Evaluation Form” to the Regulations in compliance with Paragraph 20 of the Cabinet Regulation.
[bookmark: _Hlk148020479]36 In the event of non-conformity of the Project Proposal with any:
36.1 supplementable administrative criteria, the Council shall request the Project Applicant to update the Project Proposal by sending a letter to the official e-mail address of the Project Applicant. The project applicant submits the updated Project Proposal within two working days since the date of sending the Council's letter, by sending it to the Council's official e-mail address: pasts@lzp.gov.lv;
36.2 non-supplementable administrative criteria or if the Project Proposal does not conform to any of the supplementable administrative criteria, after submission of an updated Project Proposal, the Council shall, following the completion of the administrative evaluation of all Project Proposals, send to the Programme Implementation and Monitoring Commission (hereinafter – the Commission) the list of Project Proposals evaluated according to the administrative criteria and non-conforming to the administrative criteria and which do not conform to the administrative criteria laid down in the Regulations, also providing the grounds for each non-conformity in the respective list. The Commission shall evaluate the aforementioned list and take the decision on rejection of the Project Proposal in accordance with Sub-paragraph 8.3.2 of the Cabinet Regulation.
VII. Scientific Evaluation of the Project Proposal
37 Following the provisions of Chapter III of the Cabinet Regulation, the Council shall organise the scientific evaluation of Project Proposals (hereinafter – the scientific evaluation).
38 For the evaluation of the Project Proposal, the Council shall, in accordance with Sub-paragraph 7.5 of the Cabinet Regulation, select and engage two or more scientific experts included in the European Commission or equivalent database (hereinafter – the expert) who meet the requirements laid down in Paragraphs 23 and 24 of the Cabinet Regulation. An expert may carry out the evaluation of several Project Proposals according to his or her scientific qualifications and experience.
39 The Council shall ensure that the expert who has agreed to evaluate the Project Proposal signs Annex 5 “Declaration of Absence of Conflict of Interest and Maintenance of Confidentiality” to the Regulations and submits it to the Council by uploading it in the Information System.  
40. conclude a contract with each expert for the performance of the expert evaluation using the form specified in Annex 6 “The Service Contract for Scientific Evaluation” to the Regulations (hereinafter – the Service Contract). The Service Contract may be adjusted during the contracting process in conformity with the content of the Project Proposal and the specificities of the expert evaluation.
41 The expert shall evaluate the Project Proposal in accordance with the scientific criteria set out in Paragraph 26 of the Cabinet Regulation and the procedures for the evaluation of Project Proposals in accordance with Annex 7 to the Regulations “Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation (for the Project Proposal, Mid-term/Final Scientific Reports of the Project)” (hereinafter – the Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation) and in compliance with Annex 8 to the Regulations “Form for Individual/Consolidated Evaluation of the Project Proposal Expert Evaluation” (hereinafter – the Expert Evaluation Form):
41.1. the scientific quality of the project evaluated in accordance with considerations laid down in Paragraph 27 of the Cabinet Regulation;
41.2. the impact of the project results evaluated in accordance with the considerations of Paragraph 28 of the Cabinet Regulation;
41.3. the project feasibility and provisions evaluated in accordance with the considerations of Paragraph 29 of the Cabinet Regulation.
42 The expert shall ensure the reliability of the scientific evaluation and reasoned opinions and is responsible for the originality of the content of his or her evaluation and the accuracy of the facts. The expert takes full responsibility for the individual evaluation of the project proposal and/or the mid-term/final report, irrespective of whether generative AI solutions have been used in the evaluation process. 
43 If the expert uses AI solutions in the scientific evaluation of project proposals, he/she shall ensure that:
43.1 sensitive and/or confidential information containing personal data shall not be provided to third party AI systems if this is not in accordance with applicable data protection laws and regulations or contractual terms;
43.2 Content produced by AI does not contain biased, stereotyped and/or offensive content;
43.3 The content produced by the AI is critically assessed, its reliability is substantiated and it is not used as the sole basis for assessing the project proposal, mid-term or final report.
44 Each expert shall evaluate the Project Proposal within two weeks from the date of conclusion of the Service Contract by completing the Expert Evaluation Form in the Information System in accordance with the Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation and according to the Expert Evaluation Form.
[bookmark: _Hlk78479653]45 After receipt of the individual experts assessments on all project proposals in the Information System, the Council shall, via online video conference (real-time video and audio transmission)organise and implement an expert panel discussion for the experts responsible for the preparation of the consolidated expert assessment of the all project proposals, setting up an expert discussion panel for all the project proposals submitted in relation to the programme task referred to in Section 6 of the Cabinet Order (hereinafter referred to as - the panel).
46 If only one Project Proposal is submitted for the task of the Programme provided for in Paragraph 6 of the Cabinet Order, the Council shall not organise the panel for the relevant Project Proposal and the evaluation of such Project Proposal shall be carried out in accordance with the procedures laid down in Paragraph 25 of the Cabinet Regulation.
[bookmark: _Hlk79571312]47 Within three working days following the conclusion of the panel, the expert responsible for the preparation of the consolidated expert evaluation of the respective Project Proposal shall, taking into account the individual evaluations by experts of the respective Project Proposal and also the panel results, complete the consolidated expert evaluation of the respective Project Proposal (hereinafter – the consolidated evaluation of the expert) in the Information System in accordance with the Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation and shall, within three working days, agree thereon with other experts involved in the evaluation of the respective Project Proposal who have provided individual evaluation of that Project Proposal, and shall submit the evaluation in the Information System. If the experts are unable to agree on the consolidated evaluation due to a difference of opinion, the experts shall inform the Council thereof on the following working day after expiry of the aforementioned three working days. In this case, the Council shall engage an additional expert (hereinafter referred to as the additional expert) who shall first carry out an individual evaluation of the project proposal concerned within the time limit and in accordance with the procedures laid down in Paragraph 44 of the regulations, submitting the expert’s individual evaluation. The additional expert then examines the individual assessments of the initial experts on the project proposal. The additional expert shall prepare a consolidated evaluation within two weeks from the date of conclusion of the Service Contract for scientific evaluation, by agreeing with the expert or experts whose individual evaluation gives a total score closer to the total score given by the additional expert in their individual evaluation. The additional expert shall, within three working days following coordination with the other expert or experts, submit the consolidated evaluation in the Information System. 
48 The expert is allowed to evaluate only 20 pages of the Project Proposal and up to 3 (three) additional pages if there are declarations from the social partners, letters of recommendation on cooperation, etc.
VIII. Decision to Grant Funding or Reject a Project Proposal
[bookmark: _Hlk135660507]49 The Council shall, within three working days from the date of submission of the evaluation on the basis of the consolidated expert evaluations submitted in the Information System, calculate in the Information System the consolidated score for each Project Proposal (hereinafter – the consolidated score) using the following formula: 
where:
K – consolidated score;
A – score of the scientific criterion (hereinafter – scientific quality) referred to in Paragraph 27 of the Cabinet Regulation and its ratio is 30% of the consolidated score (K);
	B – score of the scientific criterion (hereinafter – impact) referred to in Paragraph 28 of the Cabinet Regulation and its ratio is 50%;
	C – score of the scientific criterion (hereinafter – implementation feasibility) referred to in Paragraph 29 of the Cabinet Regulation and its ratio is 20%.
50 The quality threshold for the consolidated evaluation is if the project proposal meets all these conditions:
50.1 at least four points in the criterion set out in Sub-paragraph 26.1 of the Cabinet Regulation (scientific quality of the project);
50.2 at least three points in the criterion set out in Sub-paragraph 26.2 of the Cabinet Regulation (impact of the project results);
50.3 at least three points in the criterion set out in Sub-paragraph 26.3 of the Cabinet Regulation (project feasibility and provisions);
50.4 at least ten points in total in the scientific criteria set out in Paragraph 26 of the Cabinet Regulation. 
51 The Council shall send the following to the Commission:
51.1 the list of the expert evaluations of the Project Proposals within five working days following the date of submission of the consolidated expert evaluations of all Project Proposals in the Information System and application of the formula referred to in Paragraph 49 of the Regulations. This list ranks the Project Proposals in the order of priority according to the score obtained in the consolidated evaluation (hereinafter referred to as the list of Project Proposals), in line with Paragraph 32 of the Cabinet Regulation.
51.2 a summary of the recommendations made by the experts in the consolidated evaluations for Project Proposals that have reached the consolidated evaluation quality threshold referred to in sub-paragraph 50.4 of the Regulations (hereinafter referred to as “the expert recommendations”).
52 The Commission shall, within five working days following the receipt of the List of Project Proposals and the Expert Recommendations, in accordance with Sub-paragraph 33.1 of the Cabinet Regulation, take the decision specified in Sub-paragraph 8.3.1 of the Cabinet Regulation on the Project Proposal included in the List of Project Proposals, taking into account the maximum project funding specified in Paragraph 5 of the Regulations and the Commission shall take the decision to reject the Project Proposals in compliance with Sub-paragraph 8.3.2 of the Cabinet Regulation. The Council shall send the decisions taken by the Commission to the Project Applicants within three working days.
IX. Conclusion of the Project Contract and Funding
53 Within 10 calendar days from the date of the decision under Sub-paragraph 8.3.1 of the Cabinet Regulation on granting of funding for the implementation of the project, the Council enters into a project contract with the project applicant (the project implementer) using Annex 9 “Contract on the Implementation of the Project of the State Research Programme “Artificial Intelligence-Based Solution for Completion of Structured Documents from Heterogeneous Data Sources 2026-2028”" to the Regulation. If the Commission has taken the decision on the necessity and substantiation of implementing the Expert Recommendations, the Council shall include the recommendations in the preparation of the Project Contract. The content of the Project Contract may be adjusted during the contract conclusion process according to the specific nature of the project and the Programme.
54 Project costs shall be eligible from the date on which the Commission has taken the decision provided for in Sub-paragraph 8.3.1 of the Cabinet Regulation to grant the funding for the implementation of the project. The Council shall request the Project Implementer to reimburse the funding received within the scope the project in the cases referred to in Paragraph 61 of the Cabinet Regulation. 
[bookmark: _Hlk78716547]55 The amount of the advance payment for a project, up to a maximum of 30% of the total funding allocated to the project, shall be specified in the project contract. If the Project Implementer needs to extend the project implementation period on the basis of Paragraph 39 of the Cabinet Regulation, it may be extended by up to one year for the consolidation and publication of results without additional funding, for which the Project Implementer shall submit a substantiated application to the Council at least three months before the end of the project period on the need for the extension and Annex 6 “Plan for the Consolidation of Results” to the Project Contract.
56 If a project involves a project cooperation partner(s), the Project Implementer shall conclude a cooperation contract with the cooperation partner(s) setting out the financial conditions, the arrangements for settling disputes and for non-disclosure of confidential information, the provisions governing the entry into force, duration, termination of this contract, a detailed cooperation plan and budget, taking into account the Project Proposal, and also the provisions on intellectual property rights. The cooperation contract shall be submitted by the Project Implementer to the Council within two weeks following the date of mutual signing of the Project Contract. The Project Implementer is responsible for transferring the advance and final instalments of the project to the project partners within the time limits and in accordance with the procedures laid down in the cooperation contracts.
X. Submission and Assessment of the Mid-term and Final Scientific Report of the Project
57 The Project Implementer shall submit to the Council, through the Information System, the mid-term scientific report of the project within one month from the date on which half of the project implementation period has elapsed; and the final scientific report of the project within one month of the end date of the project as laid down in the Project Contract. Where the duration of the project has been extended in accordance with Paragraph 55 of the Regulations, the Project Implementer shall submit the final scientific report within one month of the expiry of the extension period in the Information System. 
58 The Council shall ensure that experts who meet the requirements laid down in Paragraphs 23 and 24 of the Cabinet Regulation are involved in the evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project in accordance with the procedures laid down in Section 46 of the Cabinet Regulation.
59 The Council shall:
[bookmark: _Hlk78746608]59.1 ensure that the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report of the project is evaluated by at least two experts within two months after submission in the Information System in accordance with the procedures laid down in Paragraph 46 of the Cabinet Regulation by completing Annex 10 “Form for Individual/Consolidated Evaluation of the Mid-term/Final Scientific Reports of the Project” to the Regulations in accordance with the Methodology for Carrying Out the Expert Evaluation. If the experts cannot agree on a consolidated evaluation of the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report of the project, the Council shall engage another expert who shall evaluate the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report of the project and, taking into account the contributions of the experts previously engaged, i.e. the individual evaluations of the mid-term scientific report and the final scientific report of the project, prepare and submit in the Information System a consolidated evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and/or the final scientific report of the project, subject to prior coordination with other experts who have provided individual evaluations of the mid-term scientific report and the final scientific report of the project;
59.2 summarise the recommendations included in the consolidated expert evaluation of the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report of the project and submit them for consideration by the Commission, which shall decide, within the competence thereof, on the necessity and feasibility of implementing those recommendations in the execution of the project concerned, instructing the Council to amend the project agreement accordingly, if necessary.



XI. Mid-term and Final report of the Council on the Implementation of the Programme
60 The Council shall, in accordance with Sub-paragraph 7.6 and Paragraph 50 of the Cabinet Regulation, prepare the mid-term and final reports of the Council on the implementation of the Programme (hereinafter – the report of the Council) within four months after completion of the evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project. 
	61 The report of the Council shall include the following:
61.1 statistics on funded projects (human resources involved, MSc/PhD theses defended);
61.2 the results achieved and their description in accordance with the objective and tasks of the Programme in accordance with the Cabinet Order; 
61.3 a description of the scientific cooperation (e.g. at international level, consortia, planned applications to international research and innovation programmes of the European Union, including Horizon Europe);
61.4 socio-economic impact of project results (measures implemented at mid-term, specific measures implemented at closure in accordance with the common (horizontal) objectives of the Programme);
	61.5. information on the publication of project results in open access and also in repositories suitable for depositing research data (by applying the FAIR[footnoteRef:2] principles); [2:  Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable.] 

61.6 other information as decided by the Commission.
XII. Information and Publicity Requirements
62 The Project Implementer undertakes to publish the project information (including on the project implementation, scientific group, activities, and achieved results) on the website of the Project Implementer and undertakes to ensure that this information is maintained and updated according to the achieved project results for at least five years from the date of signing the certificate of acceptance and transfer upon project completion in accordance with Sub-paragraph 59.1.2 of the Cabinet Regulation, which is an annex to the Project Contract.
63 The Project Implementer shall, in the manner and within the time limits specified in the Project Contract, ensure the following:
63.1 providing information to the Ministry of Finance on suggestions to implement policy; 
63.2 provision of information to other sectoral ministries concerning recommendations for policy-making; 
63.3 closely cooperate with line ministries in communicating and distributing project results; 
63.4 provide information about the implementation of the project financed under the tender to the Council, which conducts the communication and public information activities on the implementation of the project financed under the call for proposals. The Council summarises this information and ensures the availability of it to the public. The Project Implementer shall cooperate with the Council and participate in public information and communication activities organised by the Council, including the production of project design material, content development and joint workshops on the progress of the project.
64 In order to promote the visibility of the project, the Project Implementer shall use the common graphic identity of the State Research Programmes[footnoteRef:3] as a basis and may additionally create a visual identity mark describing the project and including an abbreviation of the project name, which is consistent with the common graphic identity of the State Research Programmes. If the established visual identity of the project is used, it shall be used only in conjunction with the common graphic identity (or programme logo) of the State Research Programmes. [3:  https://www.lzp.gov.lv/lv/media/105/download?attachment (see the introductory section of the page for the rest of the materials: https://www.lzp.gov.lv/lv/valsts-petijumu-programma-vpp)
] 

65 The Project Implementer and project cooperation partners (if applicable) shall refer to the name of the Programme, the source of funding, and the relevant project number when carrying out public information activities, publishing scientific articles and other project results, participating in conferences or otherwise presenting project results and activities, or use the visual identity mark of the project in accordance with Paragraph 64 of the Regulations. “The Guidelines for publicity activities under FLPP and VPP projects” (approved by Council Order No. 13 of 14 April 2021) are available here: https://www.lzp.gov.lv/lv/media/25/download?attachment.
XIII. Closing Provisions
66 The Project Applicant may ask the questions regarding the preparation and submission of the Project Proposal no later than two working days before the deadline for submission of the Project Proposal by sending the questions to the following e-mail: vpp@lzp.gov.lv. Answers to questions sent by the Project Applicant shall be sent by the Council electronically, frequently asked questions and answers are published on the website of the Council www.lzp.gov.lv. Other questions about the implementation of the programme can also be sent to the e-mail address provided.
67 Information on the Project Proposal approved by the Commission shall be published on the following websites: www.izm.gov.lv and www.lzp.gov.lv.


Agreed upon with the Ministry of Education and Science.
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