Translation from Latvian into English
Annex 2
 To Regulations for the Open Tender for 2026 Fundamental and Applied Research Projects (____ 2026)

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Public Engagement in Identifying Relevant Research Topics

The Annex summarises the results of the public engagement survey on the relevant problem areas in Latvia and the possible role of science in solving them. It aims to provide a structured overview of public perception by identifying thematic directions that reflect a set of interests, concerns and perceptions about the importance of research. 
The Annex includes the part of the survey results that relates to the problem areas identified by the respondents and the proposed thematic research directions.
The results obtained should be interpreted as contextual informative material that complements the understanding of the public view and is not considered a direct basis for determining the thematic research directions.
The identification of thematic research directions is based on the logic of scientific quality, international competitiveness and industry development, while respecting academic freedom and taking into account the problem areas identified by public as one of the contextual aspects.
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[bookmark: _Toc228256290]Aim of the survey
The aim of the survey "Public Engagement in Identifying Relevant Research Topics" is to summarise the public view of relevant problem areas in Latvia and perceptions of the role of scientific research in solving these issues.
The survey serves as a public engagement tool, providing additional qualitative and quantitative information for the preparation of the Annex to the Tender Regulations of the Fundamental and Applied Research Program (FARP).
[bookmark: _Toc228256291]Conduct of the survey and data processing
The survey was conducted from 25 February to 16 March 2025 and 1,737 respondents participated. The survey was open to the general public and participation was voluntary.
The distribution of the survey was organised using a multi-channel approach, covering different target groups of the society. It was distributed through electronic communication with State administration institutions, non-governmental organisations, merchants and professional organisations, including librarians, museums, educators and medical industry representatives, as well as student self-governments. At the same time, the survey was published on social networks. The stakeholders were asked to disseminate the survey further in their networks, thus facilitating its reach to different groups of the society and ensuring a wide range of respondents.
The survey consisted of several parts, including sections focusing on the identification of the relevant problem areas (Part B) and public suggestions for the thematic research directions in six scientific field groups (Part C). This Annex summarises and structures the answers obtained directly in Parts B and C.
In Part B, quantitative data were obtained on the perceived relevance of various problem areas, as well as qualitative answers in which the respondents justified the importance of the chosen problem areas. These data are used to describe the intensity of the relevance of problem areas, as well as to analyse the distribution of ratings in different categories visualized in the heat map.
The open-ended answers obtained in Part C on relevant issues in various scientific field groups were systematically processed by cleaning, coding and grouping the data into thematic blocks. Coding was carried out on the basis of manual interpretation, identifying the main problem areas and recurring thematic elements, while in subsequent processing stages, artificial intelligence tools were used to structure data and prepare summaries.
Thematic analysis was carried out for each scientific field group separately, identifying the most common topics and structuring them into thematic blocks. The grouping of responses took into account their similarity in content, interrelationships and links to the problem areas identified in Part B.
It should be noted that the answer of one respondent may include several problem areas, so the frequency of thematic blocks reflects the presence of topics in the public view, rather than a comparison of their mutual significance.
Based on the obtained data, the following sections summarise the results that characterise the public perception of the current problem areas in Latvia and the proposed thematic research directions.
The overall analysis of the data, including an in-depth interpretation of quantitative and qualitative results, will be summarised and published in a separate report of the Latvian Council of Science.
[bookmark: _Toc228256292]Limits of interpretation
The survey was implemented as an open online survey with voluntary participation, and is not statistically representative. The circle of respondents was formed on a self-selected basis, and the results reflect the view of the people who participated in the survey.
During the implementation of the survey, a technical restriction was applied allowing participation only once from a single device. At the same time, given the open and voluntary nature of the survey, repeated participation cannot be fully excluded (e.g. through the use of multiple devices).
The results obtained may include different levels of generalisation and precision, and individual responses may refer simultaneously to several groups of scientific fields that affect the structuring and interpretation of the data.
The results cannot be interpreted as a formal vote of the public or as a direct basis for determining research funding or thematic directions. They can be used as a structured summary of the public view and a contextual framework that complements the understanding of the problem areas in society, while preserving academic freedom in the selection of thematic research directions.


[bookmark: _Toc228256293]Results of public engagement
[bookmark: _Toc228256294]Quantitative analysis: public perception
The public's assessment of the relevant problem areas in Latvia has been analysed using both the indicators of the intensity of the relevance and the full distribution of ratings in different areas. Such an approach allows for the simultaneous identification of areas receiving higher levels of public attention and overall analysis of the rating structure.
Healthcare, public health, and accessibility of the health system
Development of new treatment methods, medicines, and biomedical technologies
Digital technologies, data security, and cybersecurity
Economic development, employment, and population well-being
Development and implementation of new materials, nanotechnologies, and high technologies
Climate, environment, and biodiversity
Food security, sustainable agriculture, and rural development
Societal development, social inequality, rule of law, and quality of governance
Animal health, forest management, and sustainability of biological resources
Culture, language, identity, and creative industries
Historical research and the preservation and study of cultural heritage
Research aimed at acquiring new knowledge about the Universe, matter, and the laws of nature

Figure 1. Public ratings of the relevance of problem areas in Latvia (by “very relevant” response rate, %)
The distribution of ratings based on the “very relevant” response rate shows that the highest relevance is concentrated in areas that directly affect the health, safety and economic well-being of the population. The highest level of relevance is observed in health care and access to the health system (63.49%), in the development of new treatment methods and biomedical technologies (60.63%), as well as in digital technologies, data security and cybersecurity (57.49%).
A relatively high but less pronounced level of relevance is observed in the areas of economic development, employment and high-tech development (45.98% and 45.30% respectively), as well as in climate, environmental and food safety issues, where the share of "very relevant" ratings exceeds 40%.
A lower level of relevance is observed in the areas of public development, natural resource management and culture (33-38%), while the lowest – in the areas of fundamental research, where the “very relevant” rating accounts for 14.37%.
The analysis of the heat map complements this view, showing that the proportion of ratings is low in all areas considered “not relevant”. This indicates broad public interest and support for different fields of research and development in general, without excluding any of them. It should be noted that alternative approaches to interpreting the evaluations are also possible. For example, by including the responses “slightly relevant” and “hard to say” in the category “not relevant,” a more critical view of public attitudes could be obtained, taking into account potential response biases (such as the tendency to avoid categorically negative evaluations).
At the same time, this analysis retains the original distribution of responses allowing for a more accurate reflection of their structure and avoiding the introduction of additional assumptions into the interpretation of the data.

	Problem area
	not relevant
	slightly relevant
	moderately relevant
	relevant
	very relevant
	hard to say

	Research aimed at acquiring new knowledge about the Universe, matter and laws of nature
	14.10%
	18.94%
	25.54%
	23.30%
	14.37%
	3.75%

	Historical research and preservation and exploration of cultural heritage
	7.36%
	14.58%
	21.12%
	24.46%
	29.50%
	3.00%

	Culture, language, identity and creative industries
	6.47%
	10.49%
	19.35%
	27.25%
	33.65%
	2.79%

	Animal health, forest management and sustainability of biological resources
	3.34%
	7.15%
	17.71%
	32.36%
	37.47%
	1.98%

	Social development, social inequality, rule of law and quality of governance
	5.38%
	7.36%
	17.30%
	28.07%
	38.22%
	3.68%

	Food safety, sustainable agriculture and rural development
	2.59%
	6.34%
	13.90%
	33.65%
	41.08%
	2.45%

	Climate, environment and biodiversity
	5.11%
	7.77%
	16.35%
	28.41%
	41.35%
	1.02%

	Development and implementation of new materials, nanotechnologies and high technologies
	3.54%
	6.47%
	10.90%
	31.20%
	45.30%
	2.59%

	Economic development, employment and welfare of the population
	2.45%
	5.59%
	12.94%
	29.50%
	45.98%
	3.54%

	Digital technology, data security, and cybersecurity
	2.38%
	3.00%
	7.56%
	26.63%
	57.49%
	2.93%

	Development of new medical treatment methods, medication and biomedical technologies
	3.00%
	2.32%
	6.54%
	23.16%
	60.63%
	4.36%

	Health care, public health and access to the health system
	1.16%
	2.45%
	6.27%
	22.68%
	63.49%
	3.95%


Figure 2. Distribution of the public ratings on the relevance of problem areas in Latvia (%). The heat map shows the full distribution of respondents' ratings in each problem area, highlighting differences in the intensity of relevance and the structure of public opinions.
At the same time, there are significant differences between areas in their perceived intensity of relevance. In areas with the highest level of relevance, "very relevant" ratings prevail, which indicates a strong public consensus and high intensity of expectations regarding practical solutions.
In turn, climate, environment, food safety and social development issues retain a high level of importance, but the distribution of ratings is more differentiated, which indicates a more diverse public perception and graduation of priorities.
In the areas of fundamental research, culture and history, the proportion of “very relevant” ratings is lower, and the categories “relevant” and “moderately relevant” are of greater importance. This indicates a structural difference between society's orientation towards immediate benefit and perception of the long-term significance of fundamental research.
In general, the results show that, from the point of view of society, the relevance of the problem areas forms a multi-layered structure, in which, in addition to areas with a high intensity of relevance, there is a broad, stable support for long-term and fundamental directions of development.
Public ratings mark areas with a higher intensity of relevance and concentration of public expectations, while maintaining broad support for other fields of science. These results can serve as a complementary source of information in research policy and funding decision-making, ensuring a balance between public engagement and scientific autonomy.
[bookmark: _Toc228256295]Qualitative analysis: thematic directions
Based on the results obtained in Part B of the survey, which characterises the public perception of the most relevant problem areas in Latvia, the further analysis focuses on a more detailed assessment of the public view of the possible role of science in solving these problems.
The answers obtained in Part C of the survey provide an insight into how the society links the identified problem areas with specific scientific field groups, outlining potential contexts of research directions. A total of 4,167 individual responses were analysed across six groups of scientific fields (see Figure 3). The highest number of answers refers to medical and health sciences (n=788), followed by social sciences (n=708) and natural sciences (n=707), while a lower number of answers is observed in engineering and technology (n=677), agriculture, forestry and veterinary sciences (n=662), as well as humanities and art science groups (n=625).
It should be noted that these indicators reflect the frequency of thematic references in the responses of respondents, and not a unique distribution of respondents by groups of scientific fields, since the answer provided by one respondent may include several problem areas and, accordingly, be attributed to more than one group of scientific fields.
Medical and health sciences
Social sciences
Natural sciences
Engineering and technologies
Agricultural, forestry, and veterinary sciences
Humanities and the arts

Figure 3. Distribution of responses by scientific field groups (n). 
The distribution of responses across scientific field groups does not show a strong dominance in one area, but rather reflects a relatively balanced thematic coverage. Although a slightly higher number of responses is observed in medical and health sciences, overall, the results indicate a diverse public view of the role of science in solving various problems.
Responses of respondents were qualitatively analysed using a thematic analysis approach. Initially, responses were cleaned up, eliminating duplicate, incomplete, or content ambiguous posts. They were then systematically coded, identifying key problem areas and recurring thematic elements.
In the coding process, responses of similar importance were combined into common categories, which were further structured in thematic blocks within each scientific field group. These thematic blocks reflect both the more frequently mentioned problem areas and the different perspectives on how society defines and interprets the specific challenges.
The results of the analysis are presented by structuring the problem areas proposed by the public into six scientific field groups. Each group consists of:
· visualised frequency of thematic blocks, 
· identified dominant thematic orientations, 
· provides an analytical overview of the main problem areas that are highlighted in the respondents' answers. 
Such an approach allows to link the general problem perception of the public with more specific perceptions of the role of science, while maintaining the interpretation of results as a contextual and non-normative framework.
[bookmark: _Toc228256296]Natural sciences
Fundamental science and the foundations of technology
Climate, environment, and ecosystems
Biodiversity and nature conservation
Natural resources and earth sciences
Sustainable development, bioeconomy, and circular economy
Soil, agriculture and forest ecosystems, food security
Molecular biology, biomedicine, and health research
Natural sciences for society, security, and development
Biotechnology and microbiology

Figure 4. Frequency of thematic blocks in the Natural Sciences Field Group (number of responses)
The results of the survey in the field of natural sciences mark a wide and interconnected range of problem areas, dominated by both the importance of fundamental science and the challenges related to the environment and resources. Most often, the responses of respondents emphasise the development of the fundamentals of science and technology, which indicates an understanding of the need to strengthen the scientific base as a prerequisite for the development of other industries.
In addition, climate, environmental and ecosystem research as well as biodiversity and nature conservation issues play a very important role. This reflects the high sensitivity of society to climate change, the quality of the environment and the preservation of natural resources. Natural resources and earth science issues are also often highlighted, indicating the need for sustainable resource management and a deeper understanding of natural processes.
Relatively often, respondents emphasise the importance of sustainable development, the bioeconomy and the circular economy, which marks the transition from identifying problems to finding solutions, especially in terms of resource efficiency and waste reduction. Agriculture, food systems and forestry issues, which are closely related to the use of natural resources and regional development, also have an important place.
Biomedical and life sciences are mentioned comparatively less frequently, indicating an interest in developments in health, genetics, and medicine within the context of the natural sciences. Meanwhile, biotechnology and microbiology, as well as aspects of society, policy, and security, appear even less often, suggesting links between the natural sciences, innovation, and broader social processes.
At the same time, it should be noted that respondents often touch on several interrelated topics in the same answer, so the frequency of thematic blocks reflects the presence of these issues in the public view, rather than their strict prioritisation. In general, the field of natural sciences is perceived as strategically important, where fundamental research, environmental issues and sustainable use of resources form a single and complementary framework for development.
Fundamental science and technology fundamentals
In this thematic block, respondents often emphasise that fundamental research in physics, chemistry, biology, mathematics and other natural sciences is necessary for the development of new technologies, materials, medicines and innovative solutions. Therefore, the public view states that in this block, not only immediate practical returns, but also the maintenance and development of the knowledge base are important.
The direction of new materials and nanotechnologies is very clear. Many responses include novel, intelligent, sustainable, or functional materials, semiconductors, photonics, nanomaterials, polymers, biomaterials, and materials for energy, medicine, or electronics. This shows that respondents associate the value of fundamental science to a large extent with the creation of the foundations of future technologies and the strengthening of Latvia's technological capacity.
The second major subtopic is quantum physics, quantum technology and mathematical modelling. Quantum computers, quantum algorithms, quantum sensors, photonics, as well as applied mathematics and modelling for the study of various physical, biological and also artificial intelligence systems appear repeatedly in the answers. This shows that the public perceives natural sciences not only as a classical explanation of natural processes, but also as the basis for technological platforms of high complexity.
Relatively less, fundamental research is linked to medicine, pharmacy and biomedicine in this block. Respondents cite synthesis of new active substances, antibacterial agents, biomaterials, tissue engineering, new medication, improvement of diagnostics and solutions useful for personalised medicine. This means that even at the level of fundamental science, society sees a direct link between the development of chemistry, physics, biology and the future of healthcare.
The theme of space exploration, astronomy and earth observation also stands out. Although this direction is not dominant, it appears often enough to conclude that some respondents also associate fundamental science with the study of the universe, satellite data, and a broader understanding of natural processes beyond the practical needs of everyday life.
Another essential line is the belief that fundamental science should be independent and diverse. Many responses directly criticise the requirement to highlight one key issue, stressing that the importance of fundamental research cannot be fully predicted in advance and that the value of discovery often becomes clear only later. As a result, a strong motive for academic freedom, research continuity and funding stability also appears in this block alongside specific directions.
In general, the “Fundamental Science and Technology Fundamentals” block reflects the public's understanding that science research is a long-term investment. It is dominated not by one particular practical problem, but by several interrelated directions: new materials, quantum technologies, mathematical modelling, biomedical development and general knowledge of natural processes. This block shows particularly clearly that respondents perceive fundamental research as a prerequisite for both innovation and Latvia's long-term competitiveness.
Climate, environment and ecosystems
Among respondents, climate change appears most prominently as a central problem area in this block, closely related to environmental pollution, biodiversity loss, and ecosystem resilience. Climate change is perceived not as an abstract global issue, but as a process with already visible impacts in Latvia, such as floods, droughts, storms, landscape changes and pressures on forests, waters, coastlines and agriculture. This shows that, from the point of view of society, the issues of climate, the environment and the quality of human life are closely intertwined.
Often, respondents talk about the need to mitigate the causes of climate change and adapt to its consequences. Respondents emphasise risk forecasting, flood and hydrological process research, infrastructure resilience, energy adaptation, and sustainable resource management. Alongside this, the themes of biodiversity and ecosystem conservation are very important, especially with regard to forests, swamps, pollinators, invasive species and habitat protection. In several responses, climate change and biodiversity loss appear as one set of interconnected problems.
The themes of waters and the Baltic Sea are also highlighted relatively often, especially pollution, eutrophication, coastal degradation and water quality. At the same time, the responses also show the impact of environmental quality on public health, mentioning the risks of air, water, soil, chemical pollution and microplastics. Some respondents also emphasise the circular economy, bioeconomy and technological solutions that would reduce the environmental impact and at the same time contribute to sustainable development.
Separate responses indicate that it would be inappropriate to single out just one priority, as the issues of climate, biodiversity, health, energy and resource use overlap. Overall, this block reflects the public's view of climate, environment and ecosystems as one of the most important problem areas in natural sciences, where both fundamental research and practical solutions to Latvia's long-term resilience are needed.
Biodiversity and nature conservation
Biodiversity loss appears most prominently in this block as a central area of concern for respondents, closely related to human economic activity, climate change and insufficiently sustainable management of natural resources. Biodiversity is perceived as an essential foundation of Latvia's nature and quality of life, the deterioration of which is manifested in the extinction of species, the degradation of habitats and the weakening of ecosystem functions.
The topic of the balance between nature protection and economic activity often appears, especially in the context of forestry and agriculture. Respondents emphasise the lack of sustainable management, pointing to intensive deforestation, loss of natural grassland and pressure on protected habitats. In addition, the need for ecosystem restoration, appropriate management methods and science-based solutions that would allow at the same time to preserve natural values and ensure economic development also stands out.
The theme of invasive species is very pronounced, which appears as a concrete and understandable threat to local nature as understood by the public. Their rapid spread, their impact on native species and the need for effective, environmentally sound containment methods are highlighted. In addition, the need for ecosystem restoration, appropriate management methods and science-based solutions that simultaneously preserve natural values and support economic development also stands out.
Management and scientific capacity issues, such as the need for quality monitoring data, research methods, and increased availability of experts, also appear relatively often in the answers. At the same time, respondents emphasise the need to explain the importance of nature protection in terms that are more understandable to the public, highlighting a communication gap between science, policy and society.
Part of the responses look at biodiversity in a broader systemic context, linking it to climate change, pollution, food production, health and sustainable use of resources. Individual respondents also point out that it is impossible to define a single priority, as these issues overlap and require an integrated approach, while also retaining the importance of fundamental research.
Overall, this block reflects the public perception of biodiversity and nature conservation as a critically important and at the same time threatened area that requires a balanced approach between protection and use, as well as a closer link between scientific research, governance and public awareness.
Natural resources and earth sciences
The most prominent feature of this block is the use of natural resources as a strategic issue that is closely related to energy independence, water security and sustainable management of local resources. The answers are particularly dominated by energy issues, and natural resources are largely viewed through the potential of their use in strengthening the country's economic and technological independence.
Renewable energy development, energy production, storage, and the development of new technologies, including solar, wind, biomass, hydrogen, and geothermal energy often come up. Respondents emphasise not only the need for environmentally friendly and cheaper energy, but also the development of materials, batteries and other high value-added solutions. At the same time, part of the answers shows the tension between energy development and environmental protection, especially with regard to the impact of wind farms on the landscape, ecosystems and human well-being.
The second important topic is water resources and their quality. Respondents often mention the availability of drinking water, groundwater pollution, well water quality, as well as the state of rivers, lakes, the Gulf of Riga and the Baltic Sea. This shows that water is perceived both as a basic resource for everyday life and as an area requiring stricter supervision, monitoring and science-based management solutions.
Relatively often, answers also include broader topics on the rational and profitable use of local resources, the bioeconomy, the circular economy, and the creation of higher added value. The emphasis here is on the fact that for Latvia it is not enough just to source or export raw materials, but it is necessary to use them more wisely, developing innovations, new materials and products. At the same time, some respondents emphasise that resource use cannot be viewed in isolation from climate, biodiversity and ecosystem conservation issues.
Overall, this block reflects the public view of natural resources and earth sciences as an area where it is particularly important to combine economic utility, energy security and sustainability. In addition to practical solutions, there is also a clear demand for fundamental research so that resource management in Latvia is justified and balanced in the long term.
Sustainable development, bioeconomy and circular economy
This block most often talks about linking sustainable development to waste recycling, reuse of resources, and the development of new, environmentally friendly materials and technologies. Responses mainly perceive the circular economy as a practical need to reduce pollution, reduce the volume of waste and at the same time create economic added value from hitherto underutilised flows.
The topic of waste management, especially the recycling, neutralisation and conversion of plastics, microplastics, industrial waste and other problematic materials into new products, often appears. Alongside this, the bioeconomy is highlighted, namely the use of local natural resources, biomass, production residues and natural materials in the creation of higher value-added products. This shows that, from the point of view of society, sustainability is not only an environmental issue, but also a direction of economic transformation.
The themes of sustainable agriculture, preserving soil fertility, water and environmental quality, as well as farming that reduces pressure on ecosystems, are also relevant. Part of the respondents emphasise that sustainable development must be based not only on individual action, but also on corporate responsibility, regulation and scientifically sound solutions. At the same time, there is a tension between technological development and its potential environmental impact, such as in the context of wind farms, waste incineration and other “green” solutions.
Relatively often, the responses also show a demand for applied research, which is more closely related to industry, innovation and Latvia's competitiveness. This applies in particular to biomaterials, the development of new products, energy efficiency and more efficient use of resources. Individual responses look at sustainability very broadly, linking it to lifestyle, societal behaviour, health and long-term wellbeing.
Overall, this block reflects the public view of sustainable development, the bioeconomy and the circular economy as an area where environmental, economic and technological issues are closely interlinked. The prevailing notion is that Latvia needs practical, innovative and local resource-based solutions that would simultaneously reduce pollution, strengthen the economy and promote long-term sustainable farming.
Soil, agriculture and forest ecosystems, food safety
The issues of sustainable agriculture and forestry appear most prominently in this block, in close connection with soil quality, climate change, food safety and biodiversity conservation. Respondents perceive this area not only as a production sector, but as a complex field of interaction between natural processes and human economic activities, where decisions on land management have a direct impact on the environment, health and the economy.
Topics such as soil fertility, soil microbiology, microbiomes, and nutrient turnover frequently emerge, emphasising the need to maintain long-term soil productivity and adapt farming to local conditions. In addition, the topic of sustainable agricultural practices is very important, especially with regard to the use of pesticides, food purity, organic food and the impact of agriculture on water quality. This shows that, from the public point of view, food system issues are closely related to environmental health and pollution reduction.
The second strong highlight is forest management and the consequences of deforestation. Respondents often emphasise the tension between economic benefits and nature conservation, pointing to the need for more efficient use of forest resources, with higher added value and lower impact on species, habitats and landscapes. Forests appear in responses both as a resource and as an ecosystem whose health and resilience to climate change are becoming increasingly important.
Topics on the impact of climate change, pests, invasive species and animal diseases on agriculture and forestry also appear relatively often. The need for research on crop resilience, forest health, disease prevention and environmentally safe pest control methods is emphasised. At the same time, several responses emphasise that agriculture and forestry cannot be viewed in isolation from the quality of waters, habitats and overall ecosystems.
Overall, this block reflects the public view of agriculture, forests and food systems as a very scientifically closely related problem area, where production efficiency, food safety, soil and water quality, climate adaptation and biodiversity conservation must be tackled at the same time. The prevailing notion is that practical and scientifically based solutions for sustainable land management are particularly needed in this area.
Molecular biology, biomedicine and health research
The connection between biomedical and life sciences and the improvement of human health is most evident in this block, especially through the development of new medication, diagnostic methods and treatment solutions. Respondents perceive this field as one of the most directly important natural sciences for society, where fundamental research in chemistry, biology, genetics and material science forms the basis for practical medical applications.
Topics such as the development of new medication and medicinal products, cancer treatment, biomaterials, implant materials and therapeutic technologies often emerge. Alongside this, the themes of genetics, immunology, bioinformatics, and molecular biology are of great importance, especially in relation to diagnostics, personalised medicine, and understanding the mechanisms of disease. This shows that, from the public point of view, this area is important not only for treatment, but also for the early detection and prevention of diseases.
Relatively often, public health topics in a broader sense also appear in the answers, linking human health to environmental quality, pollution, food safety, climate impacts and zoonotic risks. The emphasis is on bacterial resistance, the spread of infections, the link between animal and human diseases, and the need to predict and mitigate the emergence of new health risks. This indicates that biomedicine is not an isolated laboratory field for respondents, but closely related to environmental and societal processes.
The study of brain function, neuroscience and ageing also emerges as a significant, though less dominant, topic. Part of the answers emphasise that the burden of chronic diseases, the ageing of the population and the need for more effective, safer and personalised health care in the long term are particularly relevant. At the same time, several responses clearly emphasise the importance of fundamental research as a prerequisite for applied achievements.
In general, this block reflects the public view of biomedicine and life sciences as one of the problem areas in natural sciences, where the link between a fundamental understanding of living processes and practical solutions in health care is important. The prevailing notion is that, in this area, Latvia has both a strong social need and a significant potential for development in science, innovation and the economy.
Natural sciences for society, safety and development
This block is dominated by the role of natural sciences in national security, education and social development. Defence technologies (e.g., sensors, materials), as well as the quality of STEM education and the youth engagement of young people also stand out.
The use of science in political and economic decisions — sustainability, climate policy, resource management and societal behaviour – is also important. There is also a need to promote science-based thinking in society and ensure stable funding for research.
In general, natural sciences are perceived here as a tool for strengthening security, educating the public and long-term development.
Biotechnology and microbiology
In this thematic block, respondents emphasise the study of microorganisms and their practical application. Issues related to antibiotic resistance, limiting the spread of infections, and the development of new medicines stand out in particular. At the same time, biotechnology plays an important role in food production, the development of biomaterials and energy.
Respondents also note the need for research into the interaction of microorganisms with the environment, the soil microbiome, cellular processes and genetic mechanisms that form the basis for the development of new technologies and practical solutions. The importance of genetic engineering, bioinformatics, and natural materials research is also emphasised.
In general, this topic highlights biotechnology as a high-potential field in Latvia. It can make a significant contribution to health care, food safety and the creation of innovative, high value-added products.
[bookmark: _Toc228256297]Engineering and technology
IT, artificial intelligence, digitalisation, and cybersecurity
New materials, equipment, and technologies
Energy systems and energy supply
Construction industry, transport, and infrastructure
Implementation of innovations
Defence technologies and security solutions
Sustainable use of bio, renewable, and secondary resources
Medical engineering technologies
Implementation of environmental protection requirements
STEM education, workforce, and interdisciplinary cooperation
Robotics, including drones

Figure 5. Frequency of thematic blocks in the group of Engineering and Technology Sciences (number of responses)
The results of the survey in the field of engineering and technology highlight several interrelated problem areas that reflect both the needs of economic development and technological transformation and security challenges. Most often, the questions of information technology, artificial intelligence, digitalisation and cybersecurity, as well as the development of new materials, equipment and technologies dominate the responses. This indicates a high demand for digital solutions and technological innovation as a key driver of development.
Relatively often, the development of energy systems and energy supply is also emphasised, as well as issues of the construction industry, transport and infrastructure, which reflect the need for sustainable and safe modernisation of physical infrastructure. Innovation issues also play an important role, which shows that the problem is not only the creation of new technologies, but also their practical application and integration into the national economy.
On average, respondents often emphasise defence technologies and security solutions, as well as the sustainable use of bio, renewable and secondary resources. This indicates increased attention to both national security and resource sustainability and the principles of the circular economy. Alongside this comes the importance of medical engineering technology, which marks the convergence of technology and health.
Less frequently, but still significantly, mention is made of the implementation of environmental protection requirements, STEM education and labour supply, as well as the development of robotics and drones. These topics reflect both systemic prerequisites (human capital, regulation) and specific technology directions with future potential.
At the same time, it should be noted that respondents often address several interrelated problem areas in the same answer, so the frequency of thematic blocks reflects the presence of these topics in the public view, rather than their mutual prioritisation. In general, the field of engineering and technology is perceived as strategically important and multi-layered, where digitalisation, energy, infrastructure and the introduction of innovation form a closely related development system.
IT, artificial intelligence, digitalisation and cybersecurity
The results of the survey in the field of IT, artificial intelligence, digitalisation and cybersecurity mark a set of highly dominant and multi-layered problem areas that are closely related to both technological development, national security and the daily functioning of society. Most often, the development and application of artificial intelligence, as well as cybersecurity and data protection issues dominate the responses of respondents. This indicates at the same time a high level of interest in the potential of AI and significant concerns about its safe, ethical and controlled use.
Comparatively often, the development of digital infrastructure, data management and interoperability of State information systems are also emphasised, with particular emphasis on problems in the quality of e-services and health data systems. This reflects the public demand for reliable, efficient and interconnected digital systems capable of providing quality services to citizens and institutions alike.
A significant thematic line is also the role of technology in national security and defence, with emphasis on cybersecurity, the use of IT solutions in the military, and the protection of critical infrastructure. This clearly reflects the impact of the geopolitical situation on the public priorities.
At a moderate level, respondents focus on the use of AI and digitalisation in the economy, including the optimisation of production processes, the modernisation of public administration, and the automation of services. This indicates that technology is perceived as an important tool for increasing productivity and efficiency. At the same time, questions about the interaction of human and technology, changes in the labour market and the need for retraining also arise.
Less frequently, but conceptually significant, issues of AI ethics, reliability and explanation, as well as its impact on society, including the risks of disinformation, manipulation and privacy, are mentioned. More specific directions are also emerging, such as quantum technologies, language technologies, and digital cultural heritage management, which mark the potential for future development.
Respondents often touch on several interrelated aspects in the same response, such as AI, cybersecurity, and the digitisation of public administration, so the frequency of thematic directions reflects the common relevance of these issues rather than their mutual prioritisation. In general, this block shows that IT and digital technologies are perceived as a critical infrastructure, the development of which simultaneously creates both new opportunities and significant risks, especially in the context of security, reliability and public protection.
New materials, equipment and technologies
The results of the survey in the block "New Materials, Equipment and Technologies" mark a wide and at the same time quite practically oriented range of problems, where the need for competitive, sustainable and realistic solutions prevails. Most often, the respondents' responses show the development of new materials and technologies, with particular emphasis on their application in industry, construction and infrastructure. This indicates a demand for more durable, cheaper, and locally appropriate solutions, such as road surfaces or building materials.
A very strong thematic line is also the development of sustainability and environmentally friendly materials. Respondents often emphasise the need for biodegradable, recyclable and climate-neutral materials, as well as technologies that reduce resource consumption and pollution. This clearly shows that material science in the public perception is closely related to solving climate and environmental challenges, and not just technological progress.
High-tech developments including nanotechnology, photonics, sensors, semiconductors and biomaterials are also relatively often cited. These directions mark both the potential for scientific development and the opportunities for creating high value-added products. At the same time, several answers raise concerns about Latvia's ability to compete in these areas internationally, which indicates structural challenges in the innovation ecosystem.
A significant problem area is also the transfer and implementation of technologies in practice. Respondents not only talk about creating new solutions, but also emphasise that there is often a lack of mechanisms for their commercialisation and real implementation in the economy. This reveals the gap between research and industry, which hinders the impact of innovation on the economy.
On average, automation and equipment development issues also often emerge, especially related to labour shortages and the need to replace hazardous or mechanical work. This shows the perception of technology as a tool for increasing productivity and improving the working environment.
Less often, but conceptually significant, specific and future directions are mentioned, such as space technology, quantum materials, 3D printing, as well as new solutions in medicine and pharmacy. These examples show that in the public view, this area encompasses both highly practical and highly specialised and forward-looking directions of development.
In general, this block shows that new materials and technologies are perceived as the basis for the transformation of the economy into higher value-added production. At the same time, there is a clear need for a balance between the development of innovation, sustainability and the ability to put these solutions into practice.
Energy systems and energy supply
The results of the survey in the block "Energy Systems and Energy Supply" highlight a clearly structured and very relevant issue for society, where energy efficiency, energy independence and the development of renewable resources prevail. Most often, energy efficiency appears in the responses of respondents, especially in relation to the insulation of buildings, the reduction of heating costs and the reduction of total energy consumption. This indicates a direct link between energy solutions and citizens' daily costs and quality of life.
Energy independence and security are also very often emphasised, especially the need to reduce dependence on imported energy resources and develop local solutions. This clearly reflects both the impact of the geopolitical situation and the public's desire for a stable and predictable energy supply.
An important thematic line is the development of renewable energy sources, especially the use of solar, wind and biomass, as well as exploring new directions such as hydrogen energy. At the same time, the importance of energy storage technologies appears very often, emphasising the need for batteries, collectors and other solutions to ensure stable operation of the power system.
Relatively often, respondents also focus on the modernisation of energy systems, including the introduction of smart electricity grids, decentralised solutions and digital technologies. This indicates a shift from traditional systems to more flexible and more efficiently managed energy systems.
Less frequently but significantly, questions about the environmental impact of different forms of energy production are mentioned, including the impact of wind farms and small hydroelectric power plants, as well as discussions about alternatives such as nuclear energy. This marks the need to balance the development of energy with the interests of the environment and society.
In general, this block shows that energy systems are perceived as a critical infrastructure, the development of which at the same time affects national security, the economy and the well-being of the population. The main challenge is to ensure the transition to a sustainable, affordable and secure energy model while maintaining the stability and competitiveness of the system.
Construction industry, transport and infrastructure
The results of the survey in the block "Construction Industry, Transport and Infrastructure" highlight a highly practical and everyday experience-based problem area, where infrastructure quality, sustainability and management issues prevail. Most often, the quality of road and transport infrastructure appears in the responses of respondents, with particular emphasis on the poor condition of the road surface, the inefficiency of short-term repairs and the need for more sustainable materials and technologies. This points to a long-standing systemic problem that has a direct impact on mobility and regional development.
Building quality and construction practices are also an important thematic line. Respondents often emphasise both the obsolescence and security risks of the Soviet-era housing stock and the quality problems of the new projects. This reveals a wider lack of confidence in the construction industry and the need for better controls, technology deployment and more sustainable solutions.
Relatively often, renovation and energy efficiency of buildings are also emphasised, especially in relation to climate neutrality goals and the renovation of the housing stock. This shows that the construction industry is perceived as an essential tool in the context of both climate policy and household cost reduction.
In the field of transport, the efficiency of public transport and overall traffic planning are an important problem area. Respondents point to the need for a better coordinated, more accessible and sustainable transport system, including the development of railways and the introduction of smart transport solutions.
In addition, issues of infrastructure sustainability and adaptation are emerging, including the impact of climate on buildings, the quality of water supply and sewerage systems, as well as the accessibility of the urban environment to different groups in society. This broadens the scope of the problem from a technical to a socio-functional understanding of the infrastructure.
Overall, this block shows that the construction industry and infrastructure from the point of view of society is an area with a high impact on the quality of life, but also with pronounced systemic problems. The main challenges relate to quality, sustainability, planning and the ability to implement long-term effective solutions rather than short-term improvements.


Implementation of innovations
The results of the survey in the "Implementation of Innovations" block highlight a clear and consistent problem area related not to the lack of ideas, but to their practical implementation and impact on the economy. Most often, the question of technology transfer and commercialisation of innovations prevails in the responses of respondents, emphasising the gap between scientific research and its real application in business. This points to a systemic challenge to turn knowledge into marketable products and services.
The need to develop high value-added products and strengthen local production is also very often highlighted. Respondents emphasise that innovations should promote Latvia's competitiveness, exports and economic growth, while looking for niches in which the country can specialise rather than trying to compete in all areas.
The development of the innovation ecosystem, including start-up support, access to funding, and collaboration between science and industry, is also a significant problem area. The need for better strategic focus and prioritisation also emerges so that resources are invested in areas with the greatest potential.
Structural barriers such as lack of standardisation, insufficient interoperability of systems, and poor technology uptake in the public sector are also relatively often cited. This reveals that innovation is not only a technological issue, but also a question of governance and institutional capacity.
In addition, a critical attitude to the quality and usefulness of innovation also appears, emphasising the need for user-based, economically sound solutions, rather than formal or theoretical innovation. This shows the demand for practicality, efficiency, and real impact.
In general, this block shows that the main challenge in Latvia is not the creation of innovations in itself, but the ability to systematically implement, commercialise and use them for economic development. Innovation is perceived as a tool for economic transformation, but its potential is not fully exploited.
Defence technologies and security solutions
The results of the survey in the block "Defence Technologies and Security Solutions" mark a very clear and relevant problem area, which is significantly affected by the current geopolitical situation. Most often, the respondents' responses are dominated by the need to strengthen the country's defence capabilities, especially through the development of modern military technologies, such as drones, air defence systems and early warning solutions. This indicates a growing public awareness of the technological nature of modern warfare.
The importance of IT and AI for security is also very often highlighted, including cybersecurity, electronic warfare, data protection and automated surveillance systems. This shows that security is perceived not only as a military but also as a digital and technological issue.
An essential thematic line is the strengthening of infrastructure and civilian security, including border control, the protection of critical infrastructure and the use of technology to improve day-to-day security. This extends the concept of defence to the overall resilience of society in case of various threats.
There are also comparatively frequent calls to develop local military industries and innovations that could serve both defence and civilian needs. This indicates a potential link between security issues and economic development.
Less frequently, but conceptually significant, questions are raised about the environmental impact of technology, as well as about new types of threats, such as vulnerabilities in space infrastructure or hybrid threats. This highlights the need to view security in a broader, interdisciplinary context.
Overall, this block shows that defence technologies have become one of the priority areas from the point of view of society, where the development of engineering and technology has a direct impact on national security, resilience and ability to respond to modern threats.
Sustainable use of bio, renewable and secondary resources
The results of the survey in the block “Sustainable Use of Bio, Renewable and Secondary Resources” mark a clear focus on the circular economy, resource efficiency and the development of environmentally friendly technologies. Most often, the questions of recycling and the use of secondary resources prevail in the responses of respondents, emphasising the need to reduce the amount of waste and turn it into new products or raw materials. This demonstrates a growing awareness of the cyclical use of resources and the reduction of environmental pressures.
The development of biomaterials and biotechnology is also an important thematic line, with particular emphasis on opportunities to use local biomass resources, such as wood and agricultural by-products, to create higher value-added products. This shows the potential link between sustainability and economic development, especially in a regional context.
Relatively often, the need to develop environmentally friendly materials and replace fossil-based products, including plastics, with biodegradable and sustainable solutions is also emphasised. At the same time, questions arise about the impact of microplastics, water purification and environmental remediation, which extend this block to a wider environmental technology problem.
On average, respondents also focus on sustainable agriculture and food systems, including reducing food waste and using resources more efficiently throughout the production cycle. This indicates the need to view resource use systematically, from production to consumption.
Overall, this block shows that the use of bio-resources and secondary resources from the point of view of society is closely related to the transition to a circular and bio-economy. The main challenge is not only the availability of resources, but the ability to recycle them efficiently, sustainably and with high added value, while minimising environmental impact.
Medical engineering technologies
The results of the survey in the block "Medical Engineering Technologies" show a strong public demand for technology-based solutions to improve the availability, quality and efficiency of health care. Most often, the development of medical equipment, diagnostic technologies and digital health solutions dominate the responses of respondents, with particular emphasis on early detection of diseases and automation of processes. This reflects both queues and capacity problems in health care and expectations for technology's ability to mitigate them.
Personalised medicine and the use of health data, including the use of artificial intelligence in diagnosis and treatment, are also an essential thematic line. Respondents emphasise the need to develop data processing solutions, sensors and wearable devices that would allow for continuous health monitoring and customised treatment solutions.
The development of new biomaterials, implant materials and tissue engineering, as well as pharmaceutical technologies, including drug production and the development of new therapies, are also relatively often cited. This indicates the potential to develop high value-added products and strengthen Latvia's competitiveness in the field of biomedicine and pharmacy.
At the same time, respondents highlight practical challenges, such as the availability and cost of medical technology and the slow uptake of innovation in the health care system. This shows that the problem is not only the creation of new solutions, but also their effective implementation and integration into practice.
In general, this block marks a close convergence of medical and engineering sciences, where the main challenge is to turn technological solutions into practically accessible, cost-effective and patient-oriented health care.
Implementation of environmental protection requirements
The results of the survey in the block "Implementation of Environmental Protection Requirements" show that respondents often associate the role of engineering science and technology with practical solutions for reducing environmental pollution and developing climate-neutral technologies. Responses highlight the demand for technologies that help reduce natural pollution, limit the overuse of non-renewable resources and mitigate the negative effects of climate change
An important thematic line is waste management and the introduction of circular solutions. Respondents emphasise the need for technologies that would allow the recycling of production residues and other waste in a safer and more efficient way, as well as the development of automated waste sorting systems, robots and new solutions for bio-waste management. This shows that environmental protection from the point of view of society is closely related not only to restrictions, but also to the technological ability to create cleaner and more functional processes.
The importance of water quality, wastewater treatment and wider environmental monitoring is also highlighted relatively often. The development of sensor technologies, water management problems, pollution of the Baltic Sea and the need for more accurate measurement systems in conditions of climate and environmental change stand out here.
Separate answers also show a broader view of the impact of green technologies, including questions about how the new technologies themselves affect the environment, how sustainable are the solutions to climate neutrality, and the consequences of militarisation or the consumption of resources by artificial intelligence. This indicates that respondents expect not only the creation of new technologies, but also a critical evaluation of their side effects.
In general, in this block, the implementation of environmental protection requirements is perceived as an interdisciplinary task of engineering: to create technologically efficient, environmentally safe and long-term sustainable solutions that at the same time reduce pollution, improve resource circulation and strengthen the ability of society to adapt to climate and environmental change.
STEM education, labour force, and cross-sectoral collaboration
The results of the survey in the block "STEM Education, Labour Force and Cross-sectoral Collaboration" show that respondents most often associate this problem area with the development of human capital and the ability to provide a qualitative basis for the long-term growth of engineering and technology. In particular, the need for a strong stem education at school, the development of better engineering thinking and the training of young specialists is often emphasised in order to have a sufficient basis for a skilled workforce in Latvia.
Interdisciplinarity and cooperation between science, business and the public sector is also an important thematic line. Respondents repeatedly emphasise that the development of engineering sciences is not viewed in isolation, but it must take place in synergy with natural sciences, medicine, social sciences and humanities, as well as in close connection with the needs of the economy. This reflects the demand for research that is both high quality and practical at the same time.
Public technology literacy and science communication issues also appear relatively often. Respondents point to the need to explain to the public the importance of new technologies, to reduce unjustified fears and to create understandable communication about innovations, their impact and use. In this context, the development of terminology in Latvian and the need for clear explanations of the benefits and risks of technology are also mentioned.
Overall, this block shows that STEM education, labour force preparation and cross-sectoral collaboration are perceived as a prerequisite for the development of other areas of engineering and technology. In the opinion of the respondents, without high-quality education, public technology literacy and cooperation between research and practice, it is impossible to ensure neither the introduction of innovation nor the long-term competitiveness of the country.
Robotics, incl. drones
The results of the survey in the block "Robotics, incl. Drones" show that this area is closely related to automation, safety and increasing production efficiency from the point of view of the public. Most often, the responses of respondents are dominated by the use of robotics and automated systems in industrial processes, including manufacturing, logistics and waste management. This indicates a clear demand for solutions that reduce manual labour, increase productivity, and allow for more efficient use of scarce labour resources.
The development of drones and robotics in the field of defence and security is also an important thematic line. Respondents emphasise the need to develop both offensive and defensive technologies, especially taking into account the current geopolitical situation. This includes not only the development of the drones themselves, but also related technologies such as communication systems, sensor technology and artificial intelligence solutions.
The availability of robotics for businesses, especially small and medium-sized enterprises, where full-scale automation is often not possible, is also highlighted relatively often. Therefore, the need for modular, incremental solutions as well as the integration of digital technologies, such as artificial intelligence and data analytics, into production processes is emphasised.
At the same time, respondents point to the aspect of human resources, emphasising the need to adapt the education system and ensure the retraining of the labour force so that automation would complement human work rather than create social risks.
Overall, this block marks robotics and drones as one of the most strategically important technology directions where economic competitiveness, labour market changes and national security issues meet.
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Figure 6. Frequency of thematic blocks in the Medical and Health Sciences group (number of responses)
The results of the survey in the field of medical and health sciences highlight several interrelated problem areas that reflect both the challenges of the health care system and aspects of public health and quality of life. Most often, the responses of respondents are dominated by the development of new medication and diagnostic methods, as well as the treatment of various diseases, which indicates a high demand for medical innovations and more effective treatment solutions.
Relatively often, the importance of disease prevention, lifestyle and environmental influences is also emphasised, which shows a growing awareness of health as a complex area, not only medical, but also social and environmental factors. Issues related to the availability of the health care system and services are also important, reflecting public's concerns about the quality of services, availability and capacity of the system.
On average, public health literacy, mental health and ageing issues are often mentioned, with a special emphasis on quality of life over a longer life cycle. This points to the need to strengthen both preventive and supportive mechanisms for different groups in society.
Less frequently, but still significantly, respondents highlight the use of artificial intelligence and technology in medicine, as well as health issues affecting mothers, children and young people. These themes mark both future development directions and specific groups in society that require a targeted approach.
At the same time, it should be noted that respondents often address several interrelated problem areas in the same answer, so the frequency of thematic blocks reflects the presence of these topics in the public view, rather than their mutual prioritisation. In general, the field of medical and health sciences is perceived as multi-layered, where innovation, prevention, the health care system and societal habits form a closely related health ecosystem.
Development of new medication and diagnostic methods
In this thematic block, the demand for the development of new medicines, diagnostic technologies and treatment methods stands out in the responses of respondents. The answers show that this problem area is perceived as central to the development of medical and health sciences, especially in relation to the possibilities of more timely detection of diseases, improving the effectiveness of treatment and reducing premature mortality.
Early and accurate diagnosis is an essential thematic line. Respondents often cite the need to develop new diagnostic methods, non-invasive technologies, biosensors, genetic and molecular research, as well as precision medicine approaches. In particular, late diagnosis limits timely treatment and worsens health outcomes.
The topic of oncology appears very strongly. Many responses include early detection of cancer, development of anti-cancer drugs, innovative treatments, and molecular diagnostics. This indicates that oncology, in the public’s view, is one of the fields where the contribution of research is closely associated with the potential to improve survival and quality of life.
The responses also regularly mention the development of new medicines and therapies in the broader sense, including chronic, rare, autoimmune, viral and difficult-to-treat diseases. Respondents also identify antimicrobial resistance, vaccine development, personalised treatment and new medication delivery systems that would reduce side effects and improve the effectiveness as relevant.
The development of medical technology also plays an important role. Responses show interest in the use of medical devices, digital solutions, artificial intelligence, tissue engineering, regenerative medicine and advanced testing methods. This problem area is often also linked to Latvia's scientific competitiveness, export capacity and international cooperation.
Overall, this thematic block reflects the public view that it is innovation in diagnosis and treatment that plays a crucial role in the development of medicine. The role of research in this context is seen in the development of solutions that allow diseases to be detected earlier, treated more accurately and efficiently, and adapted to the needs of a particular patient.
Treatment of diseases
In this thematic block, treatment questions for specific diseases are particularly prevalent in the respondents' responses, and the most frequently cited problem area is the treatment of oncological diseases. The answers repeatedly show cancer treatment, the development of anti-cancer drugs, early detection of tumours and the search for more effective therapies, which shows that oncology is one of the most acute medical problems in Latvia. Part of the answers also emphasise the need not only to treat the disease, but to ensure that patients return to a full life after treatment.
The second clear thematic line is cardiovascular disease. Respondents often associate such diseases with high premature mortality, short healthy life years, and the need to improve both treatment and early detection and prevention. This question appears alongside oncology in several answers as one of the most significant public health threats in Latvia.
In addition, other specific groups of diseases are mentioned, such as diabetes, autoimmune diseases, rare diseases, neurological diseases, lung diseases, infectious diseases, and age-related health disorders. This shows that in the public view, the problem area cannot be reduced to just one diagnosis, but covers a wide range of diseases where both new treatment solutions and long-term care approaches are needed.
In several responses, disease treatment is also associated with aspects of accessibility, rehabilitation, and quality of life. Respondents indicate that effective treatment is not only a matter of medication or procedures, but also the ability of the health system to provide timely assistance, further care and functional recovery. This is especially evident in the context of oncology, chronic diseases and senior care.
Overall, this thematic block reflects the public view that improving the treatment of the most common and severe diseases is a significant problem area in the medical and health sciences. The role of research in this context is seen in the development of more effective therapies, the improvement of treatment outcomes and the reduction of mortality, especially in the field of oncology and cardiovascular diseases.
Disease prevention, lifestyle, environmental impact
In this thematic block, preventive medicine, healthy lifestyle and early diagnosis problem areas clearly dominate the respondents' responses. Prevention is perceived as an underdeveloped but particularly important area for society, the strengthening of which could reduce the prevalence of chronic diseases, premature mortality and the burden on the health care system. Several responses directly emphasise that health preservation and disease prevention would benefit more than just the treatment of advanced diseases.
In particular, the link between lifestyle and common illnesses is often mentioned. Respondents highlight obesity, immobility, unhealthy diet, stress, smoking and alcohol use as significant risk factors associated with cardiovascular disease, diabetes, oncological diseases and other chronic health problems. An important thematic line is also the need to change people's behaviour and create concrete, workable preventive measures, rather than limiting yourself to general calls for healthier living.
Public education and health literacy are placed highly responses. Respondents often emphasise the need for clear, science-based information on disease prevention, the impact of nutrition and food on health, the importance of screening, and the need for early medical attention. Here, prevention is viewed not only as a medical issue, but also as a matter of communication, behavioural science and public involvement.
Separately, the topic of environmental impact also stands out. The answers refer to the quality of food, the potential impact of pesticides, microplastics, PFAS, electromagnetic radiation, climate and pollution on health, reproductive health and the spread of chronic diseases. This shows that, from the point of view of society, disease prevention is closely related to wider issues of the living environment and consumption habits.
In addition, respondents often associate prevention with early diagnosis, screening, and identification of risk groups. Many responses emphasise that early detection of diseases is an essential part of prevention, especially in oncological, cardiovascular and metabolic diseases. There is also an emphasis on the need to improve the availability of prevention for those residents who rarely use health care services or avoid seeing a doctor.
Overall, this thematic block shows that society attaches great importance to prevention, health maintenance and risk reduction in the context of medical and health sciences. The role of research in this area is seen in the development of science-based prevention solutions, in promoting societal behavioural change and in linking lifestyle, nutrition, environment and early diagnosis with longer and healthier lives.
Health care system and accessibility
In this thematic block, the questions of health care accessibility are particularly prevalent in the responses of respondents. The most frequently mentioned are the long queues for specialists and for examinations, the limited availability of State-funded services, as well as situations in which timely assistance is not received quickly enough to prevent the development or deterioration of the disease. The answers repeatedly emphasise that the accessibility problem affects not only individual services, but the health system as a whole.
An important thematic line is inequality in access to health care. Respondents cite territorial differences between Riga and the regions, difficulties in attracting specialists to the rural areas and small towns, as well as the financial inaccessibility of health care to disadvantaged residents, seniors and other socially sensitive groups. This shows that, from the point of view of society, the availability of health care is closely related to both the level of income and the place of residence.
Responses also regularly show criticism of the organisation and management of the health system. Respondents point to bureaucracy, a fragmented process of patients’ treatment and access to services, ineffective organisation of processes, unconnected data and delays caused by unnecessary mediation stages. Several responses explain health care problems not only through underfunding, but also through systemic weaknesses in governance, work organisation and institutional culture.
Medical workload, remuneration, burnout and staff shortages also play an important role. Respondents associate the quality and availability of health care with the working conditions of medical practitioners, the lack of nurses and doctors, as well as the insufficient attraction and growth of young professionals. This problem area is viewed as one of the prerequisites for whether the system is able to provide timely and high-quality care.
Separate responses also emphasised the need to develop digital and automated solutions, unified patient data systems, a personalised approach and a better flow of information. These solutions are linked to the possibility of reducing queues, improving coordination and making health care more understandable and efficient for both patients and doctors.
Overall, this thematic block reflects the public view that one of the most significant problem areas in medical and health sciences is not only the development of treatment options, but also the ability of the health care system itself to provide timely, accessible and high-quality assistance. The role of research in this context is seen in the development of more effective care models, management solutions, personnel policies and mechanisms to improve access to services.
Public health literacy
In this thematic block, the central problem area in respondents' responses is low public health literacy and the associated inability to make informed decisions about their health. The responses reiterate that part of the society lacks an understanding of healthy lifestyle, the causes of diseases, the importance of treatment and the long-term consequences arising from everyday habits.
Wrong views and misconceptions about health and medicine are an essential thematic line. Respondents mention, for example, the belief that “natural” automatically means safe, or the tendency to stop taking medication as soon as you feel better. Problems with antibiotic use and understanding of resistance also appear. This indicates a lack of knowledge that may have a direct impact on the effectiveness of treatment and on public health in general.
An important aspect is also the motivation and behaviour of society. Respondents emphasise that the problem is not only in the lack of knowledge, but also in the lack of motivation to take care of their health – to move regularly, to eat healthily, to see a doctor in a timely manner. This problem is associated with habits, social environment, family traditions, and a broader cultural context.
Particularly prominent is the need for systematic public education from an early age. The responses emphasise the role of the family, the education system, and even the cultural sector in building health literacy, as well as the need for practical skills such as first aid knowledge and learning everyday health habits.
The question of trust also appears in several answers – distrust of doctors, State institutions or scientific conclusions. Respondents indicate that even available information is not always used if there is a lack of trust in society or people do not feel motivated to change their behaviour. It extends health literacy from the question of knowledge to the dimension of social trust and culture.
Overall, this thematic block shows that public health literacy is perceived as a fundamental prerequisite for effective prevention, treatment and functioning of the health system as a whole. The role of research in this area is related to the development of effective educational approaches, the understanding of behavioural change mechanisms and the creation of solutions that help the public not only to know, but also to act in practice for the benefit of their health.
Mental health
In this thematic block, respondents' responses clearly highlight the increasing importance of mental health problems in society, with particular emphasis on the increase of depression, anxiety, burnout and psycho-emotional load in different groups of society.
Mental health issues of children and young people stand out in particular. Respondents indicate an increasing prevalence of psychological problems in these age groups, as well as insufficient access to psychological and psychiatric assistance. This is due to both the lack of system capacity and the need to develop early diagnostic and preventive approaches.
An important thematic line is the link between mental health and socio-economic factors. The answers mention stress, poverty, inequality, workload, as well as wider societal processes (e.g., consequences of the pandemic, informational environment) that affect mental health. Mental health is viewed not only as an individual problem, but as a result of structural circumstances.
Respondents also often emphasise the problem of addiction (alcohol, drugs), as well as the need for new and more effective treatment solutions, including discussing alternative approaches (for example, the use of new therapies in the treatment of depression and anxiety). In parallel, there is also a need for science-based methods and clear information, especially regarding developmental disorders (e.g., autistic spectrum disorder, ADHD).
The themes of neurodegenerative diseases, especially dementia and Alzheimer's disease, which are associated with an ageing population and the need to develop both prevention and treatment solutions, also stand out separately.
An essential dimension is the integration of mental health with physical health. Respondents emphasise psychosomatics, the impact of the microbiome, the importance of lifestyle and environmental factors, as well as the need to view human health holistically, rather than dividing physical and mental.
Overall, this thematic block shows that the public perceives mental health as a critically important and insufficiently addressed problem area. The main problems relate to the increasing prevalence of disorders, limited access to services, insufficient prevention and awareness, as well as the need for effective, science-based and publicly available treatment and support approaches.
Ageing, quality of life
This thematic block is dominated by the ageing of the population as a structural problem associated with the increasing burden of chronic diseases and pressure on the health care system. Respondents emphasise that an ageing society means not only a longer life expectancy, but also a greater need for long-term care, rehabilitation and social support.
The emphasis on healthy years and not just life expectancy stands out. The answers show an emphasis on the quality of life – the ability to maintain functional abilities, independence and well-being in old age.
In addition, emphasis is placed on the need to develop prevention, early diagnosis and personalised treatment for age-related diseases (e.g., dementia, heart diseases), as well as promoting an interdisciplinary approach to healthy ageing.
In general, society perceives this area as a long-term challenge, affecting both the health system and the economy, and where research plays an important role, which helps to prolong not only life, but also its quality.
Artificial intelligence and technologies in medicine
This thematic block is dominated by the potential of artificial intelligence (AI) and digital technologies to improve diagnosis, treatment and access to health care. Respondents place particular emphasis on the use of AI for early detection of diseases, data analysis and decision support for physicians, which could reduce the shortage of human resources and improve the efficiency of services.
An essential thematic line is remote health monitoring and e-medicine, which is perceived as a solution to regional inequalities and accessibility problems. The development of the big data, bioinformatics and personalised medicine is also emphasised, which allows to tailor the treatment to the individual needs of patients.
In addition, innovations in medical technologies (e.g., digital diagnostics, simulation training, non-invasive methods) as well as ideas on health data integration and “digital twins” (i.e., individual digital models of a patient based on data and used for diagnostics and treatment planning).
In general, the public perceives this area as an important direction for future development, which can both increase the quality of health care and solve systemic problems, especially in terms of accessibility and efficiency.


Women's, children's and young people's health
In this thematic block, the responses of respondents are strongly dominated by women's health issues, which are highlighted as an under-researched and systematically assessed problem area. Reproductive health problems, hormonal changes (menstrual cycle, menopause), as well as diseases such as endometriosis and other common but poorly understood female diseases, are mentioned particularly often. The answers also show criticism of a general lack of knowledge and insufficient inclusion of women in research, which limits the development of effective treatment solutions.
An important thematic line is the health of the mother and the child, especially the course of pregnancy, the impact of the parental lifestyle on the health of the child and the early prevention of diseases. Respondents also emphasise the need to improve children's health, including by reducing sedentary lifestyle, improving oral health, and providing timely diagnosis.
Young people's health problems stand out, especially mental health, addictions and lifestyle risks (such as obesity). The need is emphasised not only to identify problems, but also to develop practical and effective solutions for motivating young people to lead a healthier lifestyle.
Sexual and reproductive health is also an important dimension, where respondents point to insufficient education and alarming indicators (e.g., prevalence of STDs, early pregnancy, low contraceptive use). It is linked to a wider lack of education and awareness in society.
In addition, rehabilitation for children and young people with disabilities is mentioned, as well as the need to ensure their integration into society and the labour market, which extends this thematic block beyond medical care alone to social inclusion issues.
In general, this thematic block shows that society particularly highlights women's health as an underdeveloped research direction, while emphasising the long-term importance of the health of children and young people. The main problem areas relate to lack of knowledge, insufficient education, lifestyle risks and the need for targeted, practice-based interventions in different age and gender groups.
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Figure 7. Frequency of thematic blocks in the Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Sciences group (number of responses)
The results of the survey in the group of agricultural, forestry and veterinary sciences allow to identify several thematic problem areas that structure the questions expressed in the answers of the respondents. Environmental, forest and nature protection, sustainability and climate impact issues, as well as aspects of the development of organic agriculture, are the most often highlighted in the answers.
The issues of forest and rural area management, food quality and accessibility safety, as well as veterinary medicine and animal health are also mentioned relatively often. Also, sustainable agriculture, breeding and adaptation to climate change, as well as the use and processing of wood resources, have an important place in the view of respondents.
Less frequently, but still identifiable, are groups on innovation and smart solutions, the use of local resources, and fisheries and water management.
At the same time, it should be noted that respondents often address several interrelated problem areas in the same response, so the frequency of thematic blocks reflects the presence of these topics in the view of industry, rather than their mutual prioritisation. Part of the problem areas, especially sustainability, climate and resource use issues, appear in overlapping contexts that indicate the close interrelationship of these topics.
Environmental, forest and nature protection, sustainability and climate impacts
Within this thematic block, the problem areas of forest conservation, sustainable forestry and nature diversity stand out in particular in the responses of respondents. A very large part of the answers is related to concerns about deforestation, the disappearance of old forests, forest fragmentation and insufficient regeneration, as well as the need to find a balance between economic use and nature conservation.
A key thematic line is the sustainable use of resources in the broader sense. Respondents emphasise the preservation and restoration of soil, water, forests and other natural resources, emphasising that farming should be both productive and environmentally friendly. There is often a need to mitigate the negative impact of intensive agriculture and logging on the environment, air, soil, water and ecosystems.
The responses also clearly outline the climate change dimension. Respondents highlight the adaptation of forests and agriculture to changing climate conditions, the spread of pests, storms, droughts and floods, as well as the role of forests in carbon storage and climate change mitigation. Climate issues are addressed in close connection with the conservation of biodiversity and the availability of long-term resources.
The search for more environmentally friendly management methods also has been assigned an important role. Respondents often cite the need to develop more sustainable agriculture and forestry, reduce the use of chemicals and pesticides, limit pollution and look for alternative solutions that do not harm nature and at the same time allow to maintain competitiveness and production.
Overall, this thematic block shows that the environment, forests, nature protection and climate impact on respondents form a closely related set of problem areas. The role of research in this context is seen in the development of balanced, evidence-based approaches that help to reconcile nature conservation, sustainable management and long-term economic interests.
Organic farming
In this thematic block, the respondents' responses are clearly dominated by the problem areas of development of organic farming, reduction of the use of pesticides and chemicals, as well as the preservation of biodiversity. Organic farming is perceived as an alternative to intensive farming practices, often associated with soil depletion, water pollution, and negative impact on ecosystems.
In particular, there is a need to restrict the use of pesticides, herbicides and fertilisers, as well as to look for biological alternatives that allow productivity to be maintained while reducing environmental damage. Respondents also often emphasise the importance of pollinators, especially bees, as well as the risks of insect decline, which directly affects the sustainability of agriculture.
An essential thematic line is the preservation of biodiversity in both agriculture and forestry. Emphasis is placed on the need to preserve natural ecosystems, avoid monocultures, and develop farming methods that promote ecological balance. It is also often associated with soil health, ecosystem resilience, and long-term production capabilities.
At the same time, the economic and practical aspects also appear in the answers. Respondents point to the need to demonstrate the competitiveness of organic farming, improve its efficiency and ensure that the transition to more environmentally friendly methods is economically justified and available to farmers. The emphasis is also placed on food quality, a healthier diet and the availability of organic food.
In general, this thematic block shows that organic farming is perceived not only as a specific farming approach, but as a broader direction towards a more sustainable, environmentally friendly and human-friendly food system, where the development and implementation of science-based solutions in practice is essential.
Meaningful management of forests and rural areas
In this thematic block, problem areas of balanced and long-term management of forests, agricultural lands and other natural resources prevail in the respondents' responses. Forest management, the volume of deforestation, the promotion of regeneration, the preservation of old forests and the need to find a balance between economic use and the preservation of natural diversity are mentioned particularly frequently.
An important thematic line is soil quality, preservation of land fertility and sustainable use of agricultural land. Respondents emphasise the need to reduce soil depletion, limit the use of chemicals and fertilisers, improve drainage systems and develop more accurate, environmentally friendly farming methods.
Responses also often show a demand for transparent, science-based resource management that can be understood by the public. Issues are raised about the balance of public and private forest management, transparency of resource use, the risk of politicisation and the need to make decisions based on evidence rather than short-term interests or emotional arguments.
Several respondents emphasise that the management of forests and rural areas should be viewed in a broader framework, linking it to food production, the development of local businesses, the viability of rural areas, animal welfare, and circular bioeconomy approaches. Therefore, this block reflects not only the interest in individual sectors, but also an integrated, sustainable and economically sound farming model in general.
Food quality and accessibility safety
In this thematic block, the problematic area of food safety, quality and local food production dominates the respondents' responses. A significant part of the responses relates to the need to ensure safe, healthy and high-quality food, including stressing the importance of stricter controls on composition, pesticide residues and the quality of animal feed.
A significant thematic line is the strengthening and competitiveness of local food production. Respondents raise questions about the price of local products, competition with imports, the development of small farms and food self-sufficiency in Latvia. This is often associated with broader economic and policy factors, including tax policy, market regulation, and support mechanisms.
The answers also often show the aspect of sustainable food production, especially in the context of climate change and global market instability. The need to develop climate-resilient food systems, make more efficient use of resources, reduce food waste and introduce zero-waste or circular approaches into production is emphasised.
Several respondents emphasise the importance of innovation, including the development of new products, alternative sources of protein, the development of food technology, and more precise quality control methods. The link between the food system and public health, sustainability and environmental impact is also highlighted.
Overall, this thematic block demonstrates that food quality and safety of access is perceived as a complex problem area, encompassing production and economic, environmental and health aspects, and for which integrated and evidence-based research is essential.
Veterinary medicine and disease prevalence (incl. animal rights, pest control)
In this thematic block, animal health, infectious disease prevalence and biosecurity issues dominate the respondents' responses. African swine fever, avian influenza and other animal diseases are particularly frequently cited, highlighting the need to develop more effective vaccines, prevention methods, diagnostics and treatment solutions.
Respondents often emphasise the One Health approach, a concept based on the idea that animal health, human health, and the state of the environment are closely intertwined and interact with each other. This approach means that health problems cannot be solved in isolation in one of these areas, but should be considered as a whole, for example, by analysing how infectious diseases are transmitted between animals and humans or how environmental pollution affects the health of organisms. This includes both limiting the spread of pathogens and monitoring the presence of antibiotics and other substances in animal organisms and the environment.
Animal welfare and rights also play an important role in responses. Respondents highlight the need to improve the living conditions of pets and farm animals, reduce cruelty, strengthen responsibility for animal protection and improve regulation in this area.
In addition, the fight against invasive species and pests, as well as the protection of wild animals and birds, are highlighted. This shows that veterinary medicine for respondents is not reduced only to animal husbandry, but is viewed in the broader context of ecosystems, biosecurity and nature protection.
Overall, this thematic block shows that veterinary medicine and disease control are perceived as an essential prerequisite for animal health, food safety and public protection, and that practical, scientifically sound solutions are particularly important in this area.
Sustainable agriculture and traditional practices
In this thematic block, the respondents' responses are dominated by the problem areas of sustainable agricultural development, strengthening local production and preserving traditional farming practices. Responses often emphasise the need to develop agriculture that is at the same time productive, environmentally friendly and suitable for Latvian conditions.
An important thematic line is the capacity of local agriculture and food production. Respondents highlight the competitiveness of local products, the reduction of imports, self-sufficiency and the need to support local producers. This is often associated with the viability and economic resilience of rural areas.
The answers also often show the preservation of soil fertility, the efficient use of resources and the transition to more environmentally friendly methods. Precision agriculture, permaculture, restoration of traditional farming methods and the need to reduce pollution from agricultural land are mentioned.
Several respondents emphasise that sustainable agriculture cannot be viewed in isolation from biodiversity, forest sustainability and rural development. Therefore, this block reflects an interest in a farming model based on a balance between productivity, the use of local resources and nature conservation.
Selection and adaptation to climate change (plants, animals, fish)
In this thematic block, the respondents' answers are dominated by questions about the breeding of new plants, animals and forest resources suitable for Latvian conditions, as well as adaptation to climate change. In particular, the need to develop climate-resistant, drought-resistant, pest and disease-resistant varieties capable of ensuring stable yields under changing environmental conditions is often emphasised.
An essential thematic line is the development of varieties and species suitable for local conditions. Respondents cite both cereal, potato, vegetable and other crop varieties, as well as selection of livestock breeds and forest stands, emphasising the local gene pool, competitiveness and resilience. The answers also show an interest in the introduction of new tree species, fast-growing species and more efficient cultivation of raw materials.
Separately, the impact of climate change on agriculture and forestry is highlighted. Respondents emphasise that drought, warmer winters, pest prevalence and other climate risks require the development of both selection and agrotechnical solutions. Here, selection is perceived as a tool not only to increase productivity, but also to reduce risks and strengthen adaptive capacity.
Several responses also show the importance of biotechnology, molecular genetics, and a more accurate data approach. Respondents point to the need to accelerate selection processes and use more modern methods in order to more effectively develop solutions adapted to the climate and needs of the economy of Latvia.
Overall, this thematic block shows that selection and adaptation to climate change is perceived as a strategically important area related to food security, sustainability of forest resources, local production and long-term competitiveness.
Use and processing of wood resources
In this thematic block, the questions of the efficient use of wood resources, the development of recycling and the creation of higher added value prevail in the responses of respondents. A significant part of the answers emphasises the need to move from the export of raw materials to the production of finished products, strengthening local industry and increasing the economic return on forest resources.
An important thematic line is the development and innovation of wood processing technologies. Respondents cite the development of new materials, biomaterials and construction solutions, as well as the use of the potential of lignocellulose and other bioresources. It also highlights the need for more efficient production, more modern equipment and knowledge transfer to the industry.
Responses also often show a zero waste or full recycling approach, including the use of wood and agricultural by-products. This approach is linked to the circular economy and the replacement of fossil resources, promoting a more sustainable use of resources.
At the same time, respondents emphasise the need for a balance between wood harvesting and nature conservation. Issues of forest management intensity, felling age, biodiversity and sustainable forestry in general are raised.
Overall, this thematic block shows that the use and recycling of wood resources is perceived as a strategically important area where economic efficiency, technological development and environmental sustainability must be combined.
Innovation and smart solutions in the industry
In this thematic block, the respondents' responses are dominated by the importance of technological development, digitisation and innovation in agriculture and forestry. A significant part of the responses highlights solutions for smart agriculture, including automation, robotisation, and the use of digital technologies to make processes more efficient.
An important thematic line is the use of data and artificial intelligence. Respondents mention soil quality mapping, yield forecasting, environmental monitoring, and digital twin approaches that allow for more accurate planning and optimisation of farming. This signals a shift towards data-driven decision making in the industry.
Innovations in production technologies, such as new methods of growing seeds and seedlings, energy-efficient greenhouses, as well as technologies that allow to reduce the use of chemicals and reduce the impact on the environment, also often appear in the answers.
In addition, emphasis is placed on the use of new materials and bio-resources, including the potential of nanotechnologies and biomaterials, as well as the development of innovative solutions for the diagnosis and treatment of animal health.
Overall, this thematic block shows that innovation and smart solutions are perceived as an essential tool for modernising the industry, increasing productivity and making more sustainable use of resources.
Use and availability of local resources
In this thematic block, the questions of availability, self-sufficiency and sustainable use of local resources dominate the respondents' responses. A significant part of the answers is related to the need to strengthen Latvia's ability to provide itself with food and other essential goods in the long term, especially taking into account global risks and climate change.
A significant thematic line is diverse and efficient use of local resources. Respondents cite traditional resources, such as agricultural and forest products, as well as more specific directions, such as the cultivation of hemp and the re-use of by-products from the food industry. This indicates a growing interest in circulation approaches and better use of resources.
The answers also raise questions about sustainable management of natural resources, including soil protection, forest management and the control of invasive species. These aspects are considered as a prerequisite for the availability of long-term resources.
In addition, the impact of climate and environmental factors on the availability of resources is emphasised, especially with regard to agriculture and forestry. This includes both adapting to changing weather conditions and finding new solutions for sustainable use of resources.
Overall, this thematic block shows that the use and availability of local resources is perceived as a strategic issue closely related to the country's resilience, economic development and environmental sustainability.
Fisheries and water management
In this thematic block, the questions of the development of fisheries and aquaculture prevail in the responses of the respondents, with particular emphasis on the need to strengthen the competitiveness and sustainability of the sector. A significant part of the answers relates to the potential of aquaculture as an alternative or complement to traditional fishing.
An important thematic line is the development of aquaculture technologies, including recirculation systems (RAS), which allow for more efficient use of water resources and control of production conditions. Respondents associate these solutions with the possibility of increasing production while reducing environmental impact.
The answers also show the need to develop sustainable and competitive fish farming, especially in the context of the Baltic Sea. This includes both resource management and industry adaptation to environmental and market challenges.
Overall, this thematic block shows that fisheries and water resource management are perceived as a perspective area where a balanced approach between economic development, technological innovation is important.
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Figure 8. Frequency of thematic blocks in the Social Sciences field group (number of responses)
The results of the survey in the field of social sciences allow to identify several thematic problem areas that structure the questions expressed in the answers given by the respondents. Most often, questions of social cohesion, social inequality and quality of life, as well as aspects of inclusion, human rights and diversity, are highlighted in the answers.
The issues of economics, employment and regional development, as well as demography, migration and intergenerational relations are also mentioned relatively often. Also, the topics of education, skills and critical thinking, as well as politics, democracy and national governance, have an important place in the view of respondents.
Less frequently, but still identifiable, are the impact of digitalisation and artificial intelligence, security and resilience, cultural and social processes, and sustainability issues.
At the same time, it should be noted that respondents often address several interrelated problem areas in the same answer, so the frequency of thematic blocks reflects the presence of these topics in the public view, rather than their mutual prioritisation. Part of the problem areas, especially economic and social inequality issues, appear to respondents in overlapping contexts, which indicates the interrelation of these topics
Social cohesion, inequality and quality of life
In the answers of the respondents, this problem area is marked as one of the most widely mentioned, covering the issues of social inequality, quality of life, mental health and social cohesion. Socio-economic disparities, access to health care, education and other services, as well as regional development inequalities and risks of exclusion for different groups of society are often mentioned.
Psychological well-being and mental health issues, including stress, depression, social isolation and young people's emotional well-being are also given an important role in the responses. Also, the problem of violence in various contexts has often been referred to as relevant: in the family, in the educational environment and in the wider society, emphasising its connection with the social environment and behavioural patterns.
Respondents often associate inequality with issues of social cohesion and mutual trust, pointing to the risks of social division, polarisation and weakening of the sense of belonging. In this context, the problem area appears as a multidimensional one, where social, economic and psychological aspects overlap.
The role of social sciences in this problem block for respondents is related to the opportunity to analyse the causes and consequences of these processes, to evaluate the impact of policy measures, as well as to provide an evidence-based basis for the development of solutions aimed at improving the quality of life and strengthening social cohesion.
Inclusion, human rights, and diversity
In the answers of the respondents, this problem area is marked as one of the most frequently referred to as relevant in the context of social sciences. It covers issues related to the inclusion of different groups of society, the quality of interpersonal relations, human rights, the reduction of discrimination and the ability of society to live in a climate of diversity. Responses often emphasise that these issues are not considered in isolation, but are closely related to societal cohesion, trust and social stability.
Integration issues particularly stand out in this block. Respondents often cite the inclusion of migrants, refugees, minorities and other groups in society in Latvia, emphasising both the cultural and linguistic dimension and aspects of practical participation – access to work, education, social life and support from local communities. At the same time, the responses also show a tension between the idea of inclusion and concerns about the division of society, the formation of parallel communities, and the resilience of the national identity.
An important place is devoted to ethnic relations and minority issues. Respondents raise issues of Latvian and minority interaction, representation of minorities, loyalty, belonging and cultural identity, as well as the need to better understand the tension between different language, culture and experience groups. In part of the answers, these questions are formulated through the perspective of integration and mutual understanding, but in part - through the prism of security, control and preservation of national identity. This suggests that diversity issues are also closely related to broader narratives of statehood and belonging in the public perception.
Discrimination, prejudice and intolerance issues also appear regularly in the responses. Racism, xenophobia, homophobia, stigma, stereotypes and expressions of hatred towards different groups of society are mentioned. Respondents state the relevance of not only the existence of these phenomena, but also the need to understand their causes, the mechanisms of spread and the impact on the quality of public relations. In this context, inclusion is perceived not only as formal participation, but also as respectful attitudes, equal opportunities, and a secure social environment.
Gender equality, sexuality and human rights issues form a separate sub-thematic line. Respondents cite gender equality, the LGBTQ+ community situation, minority rights, accessibility for people with disabilities, and the need for equal treatment for different groups in society. These questions are often linked to a broader analysis of public attitudes, norms, and values.
In several responses, this problem area is also associated with the role of education, communication and public awareness. Respondents point to the need to educate the public about diversity, reduce stereotypes and build positive communication between different groups. It shows that the role of social sciences in the perception of society is associated not only with the description of problems, but also with the study of the mechanisms of attitude change, dialogue and social coexistence.
Overall, this thematic block reflects the public view that inclusion, equality and diversity management are essential preconditions for social cohesion and long-term sustainable development of society. The role of the social sciences in this context is seen in the analysis of integration processes, the study of the causes of social attitudes and tensions, the understanding of the mechanisms of discrimination and prejudice, as well as the development of evidence-based approaches that can strengthen an inclusive and cohesive society.
Economics, employment and regional development
In this thematic block, respondents' responses cover a wide range of questions related to Latvia's economic development, employment and regional inequality. A significant proportion of the responses focuses on the need to analyse the country's economic growth opportunities, the causes of stagnation and competitiveness in the international environment. The importance of tax policy, foreign trade, export development and forecasting of economic processes is emphasised, as well as the need for data-based solutions. At the same time, issues of the shadow economy, corruption and effective management of public resources are also emerging.
An important thematic line is the development of the labour market and employment issues. Respondents emphasise the need for an in-depth study of the structure of the labour market, employment models and changes in the working environment in various sectors. Particular attention is paid to the involvement of young people and the elderly in the labour market, as well as to the development of human capital as a prerequisite for sustainable economic growth.
The regional development issues appear very strongly in the answers. Respondents point to significant differences between Riga and other regions, with emphasis on depopulation, rural depopulation and unequal access to services and opportunities. Emphasis is placed on the need to strengthen local communities, improve infrastructure, including public transport, and assess the impact of existing regional policy instruments, such as administrative-territorial reforms.
Also, a significant part of the answers is related to business development and innovation. Respondents emphasise the need to create a competitive business environment, develop new business models and promote innovation, including in the field of the circular economy and sustainable use of resources. At the same time, the importance of public attitudes towards entrepreneurship and innovation is emphasised.
In general, economic issues are addressed in close connection with broader social processes, including welfare, inequality, demography, and migration. In the opinion of the respondents, economic development is not disconnected from the quality of life of society and the development of territories, but forms the basis and long-term sustainability of these processes.
Demography, migration and intergenerational relations
Three closely related problem areas dominate this thematic block: demographic decline, migration processes, and intergenerational change. Respondents' responses clearly signal that demography is perceived as one of the important long-term problems in Latvia, especially in relation to the decline in the birth rate, the ageing of the population and the shrinking population. The need to analyse the causes of the demographic crisis, including family decision-making models, economic and social factors, as well as to develop targeted solutions to promote family building and increase the birth rate is emphasized.
Migration, especially emigration and its impact on the development of the country, is an important thematic line. Respondents repeatedly emphasise the outflow of the population, especially among young people and working age groups, as well as the need to understand the causes of this process and develop effective solutions for re-migration. At the same time, immigration issues are also being raised, including the attraction of skilled labour, the integration of migrants and the related social and security aspects. Migration is often viewed in conjunction with regional inequality, the labour market, and demographic structure.
The answers also highlight the issues of intergenerational relationships and the role of young people. Respondents emphasise the need to study youth values, behaviour patterns and involvement in social processes, including the labour market and politics. Social isolation of young people, mental health and attitudes towards family formation are emphasised, as well as intergenerational differences and their impact on the development of society. Particular attention is paid to the development of children and young people, the impact of the education system and the role of the digital environment in their socialisation.
In general, issues of demography, migration and intergenerational relations are viewed as closely interrelated processes that have a significant impact on the country's economic development, social stability and long-term existence. In the view of respondents, addressing these problems requires an integrated approach that combines economic, social and cultural aspects, as well as evidence-based policy making.
Education, skills and critical thinking
In this thematic block, the respondents' responses highlight problem areas of education quality, knowledge and skills development, as well as critical thinking and media literacy. The answers show that education is perceived not only as a separate system, but as a broader basis for the development of society, which affects the ability of people to navigate the information environment, make informed decisions and engage in democratic processes.
A significant part of the responses focuses on the quality of the education system, the need for its changes and the role of educators. Respondents emphasise the need to strengthen the quality of education at different levels, develop the professional development of teachers, improve the working conditions of teachers and raise the prestige of the teaching profession. The need for an educational approach that is adapted to the needs of modern society, takes into account the different needs of students and is able to provide a long-term competitive knowledge and skills base is also highlighted.
Critical thinking, media literacy, and the ability to resist disinformation are visible areas of concern. Respondents often cite the influence of propaganda, populism, fake news, deep fakes and social networks on the public's perception of reality, democracy and political processes. In this context, critical thinking is perceived as an essential skill that is necessary both for evaluating reliable information and for resilience to manipulation in the information space. Media literacy, in turn, is linked to the wider ability of society to navigate the digital environment and maintain a quality space of public knowledge.
The impact of digital technology and artificial intelligence on education and society also plays an important role in the responses. Respondents highlight the need to assess how new technologies are changing the learning process, students' knowledge, attention, understanding of the world and the work of teachers. The impact of technologies is often tied to the development of children and young people, digital skills, the impact of social networks, and the need to balance innovation with high-quality learning content.
In several responses, this thematic block overlaps with the problem areas of children's and young people's development, including the impact of the education system on their knowledge, emotional development, social behaviour, and ability to navigate in a complex information environment. The need to develop skills such as financial literacy, health literacy, civic awareness and the ability to analyse social and political processes is also emphasised.
Overall, this thematic block reflects the public view that education, skills and critical thinking are prerequisites for the resilience and development of both the individual and society. The role of social sciences in this context is seen in the analysis of educational processes, the study of the level of knowledge and information literacy of society, as well as in the development of evidence-based solutions that strengthen high-quality education, media literacy and the ability to critically evaluate information.
Politics, democracy and public administration
In this thematic block, the respondents' responses particularly highlight problem areas regarding the quality of public administration, political responsibility, democratic resilience and public participation. The answers show that politics and governance are perceived not only as a set of institutional procedures, but as an area that directly affects public confidence in the State, the quality of decisions and the ability to solve long-term problems.
A significant part of the answers focuses on the efficiency of public administration and the reduction of bureaucracy. Respondents often point out excessive bureaucracy, slow or inefficient processes, the inability of institutions to fully perform their functions and the need to improve the quality of public services. The need to assess the impact of reforms, strengthen governance capacity and implement evidence-based solutions is also highlighted.
Political responsibility and trust in public institutions is a significant problem area. Respondents emphasise the detachment of political power from the daily experience of society, insufficient assumption of responsibility, and low trust in politicians and public institutions. The answers repeatedly show a demand for governance, in which decisions would be more understandable, reasoned and more closely related to the needs of society.
The questions of quality and resilience of democracy are also clearly highlighted in the answers. Respondents highlight the weakening of democracy, the risks of authoritarianism and populism, as well as the need to strengthen the resilience of democratic processes and the ability of society to engage in them in a meaningful way. Here democracy is often associated with public trust, political culture, quality of communication and the ability to resist manipulation in the information space.
Public participation and civic engagement issues play an important role. Respondents point to the need to promote people's participation in decision-making, electoral activity, discussions on the development of the country and wider social processes. Participation is perceived as a prerequisite not only for the quality of democracy, but also for closer ties between the State and society.
The problems of the rule of law, legislation and corruption also appear in this block. The answers emphasise the need for research in the fields of law, the development of the legal system, patients' rights, procurement processes, debt recovery system, as well as the prevention of corruption. This shows that, from the respondents' point of view, politics and governance closely overlap with the quality of justice and the perception of justice in society.
Overall, this thematic block reflects the public view that the quality of politics, democracy and State governance is one of the essential prerequisites for strengthening public confidence, efficient use of public resources and sustainable State development. The role of social sciences in this context is seen in the analysis of political behaviour, institutional quality, participatory mechanisms and governance solutions, as well as in the development of evidence-based approaches that can strengthen democratic, responsible and effective governance.
Security, resilience, and the existence of the State
This thematic block is dominated by questions about the impact of the war, national security and the long-term existence of Latvia. Respondents' responses highlight the war in Ukraine as an essential context in which the need to analyse both direct and indirect consequences for society, the economy, political processes and human behaviour is highlighted.
An essential topic is crisis preparedness and resilience in society. Respondents emphasise the lack of preparedness of the population for various crisis situations, as well as the need to study human behaviour patterns, psychological reactions and information perception under stress. Here, social sciences are given an important role in developing practical solutions to strengthen the resilience of society.
Issues of State existence, identity and patriotism are also widely represented. Respondents emphasise the sense of belonging to the country, the preservation of Latvian identity, language and culture, as well as the need to strengthen national consciousness and the connection of society with the country. It is often associated with long-term demographic and migration processes.
In addition, security risks related to radicalisation, inter-ethnic relations, foreign influence and disinformation are highlighted. Responses also show the need to analyse social cohesion, integration processes and potential conflict risks in the context of security.
Overall, this thematic block shows that security is perceived in a multidimensional way, covering military, social, psychological and identity aspects. The role of social sciences here is related to the ability to understand public reactions, identify risks and provide evidence-based solutions to strengthen the resilience and existence of the State.
Digitisation, artificial intelligence and social changes
This thematic block is dominated by problem areas about the rapid impact of digitisation and artificial intelligence on society, especially on human behaviour, thinking, and social processes. Respondents often emphasise that technological developments create not only new opportunities, but also significant challenges for which society is not always ready.
The impact of AI on different areas of life, including work, education, decision-making, and public opinion, stands out. The responses show both an interest in the potential of AI and a concern about its impact on people's judgement, the labour market and democratic processes. The issue of trust in technology and its transparency is also being raised.
An essential topic is the ability of society to adapt to digital changes. Respondents indicate a lack of digital skills, unequal access to technology and the risk of being excluded from the digital environment for different groups of society, especially seniors. At the same time, the need to develop e-learning and adapt the education system to the new conditions is emphasised.
The impact of social networks and digital information environments is also widely mentioned. Respondents emphasise the abundance of information, the polarisation of society, the risks of addiction and the impact on mental health, especially among young people. The need to study how the digital environment is changing communication, relationships, and community building is emphasised.
Overall, this block shows that digitisation is perceived as a profound process of social transformation that affects both the individual level and institutional and cultural aspects. The role of social sciences here is related to understanding these changes, identifying risks and developing solutions so that technological developments are social and inclusive.
Public identity, memory and social processes
This thematic block is dominated by problem areas of social identity, values and changes in social processes over time. Respondents emphasise the need to understand how human behaviour patterns, public beliefs and overall social reality are formed, as well as how these processes change as a result of various historical and contemporary influences.
Social memory and analysis of historical processes play an important role, especially in terms of the experience of occupation, political changes and their impact on public consciousness. Respondents emphasise the need to analyse history from the perspective of social processes in order to better understand the attitudes, identities and behaviours of modern society.
Changes in values and the development of society are also an important topic. Responses raise concerns about changing values, especially among younger generations, as well as an interest in how public perceptions of work, participation, relationships, and community life are formed. The study of intergenerational relations and the transformation of social norms is also important here.
In addition, the communication of society and the role of science in creating an explanatory and understandable narrative are emphasised. Respondents point to the need to improve communication between policy makers and the public, as well as to strengthen science communication in order for the public to better understand social processes and decisions made.
Overall, this block reflects the public interest in the deeper, structural processes that shape identity, values, and behaviour. The role of the social sciences here is related to explaining these processes, critical analysis and the promotion of public consciousness.
Sustainability and green transition challenges
In this thematic block, a relatively narrower but clearly defined range of questions related to sustainability, climate change and green transition challenges appears in the respondents' responses. The topic is mainly viewed through the prism of public attitudes and behaviour, and not only through technological or economic solutions.
An essential line is the willingness of society to change habits and engage in sustainable behaviour. Respondents especially highlight low motivation and unwillingness to bear the additional costs of environmentally friendly solutions, which indicates the need to study values, perceptions and motivational mechanisms.
Social adaptation to climate change and energy transition is also highlighted, with emphasis on social aspects such as awareness, behaviour change and social engagement. The answers also show the need to explain complex sustainability issues in an understandable way, especially with regard to long-term benefits and collective responsibility.
Overall, this block shows that sustainability issues are perceived as a social transformation centred on society's attitudes, actions, and ability to embrace change, rather than just a matter of policy or technology. The role of social sciences here is related to the study of social behaviour and the development of effective solutions for the implementation of the green transition.
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Figure 9. Frequency of thematic blocks in the Humanities and Arts field group (number of responses)
The results of the survey in the field of humanities and arts allow to identify several thematic blocks that structure the issues expressed by the respondents in their answers. Most often, issues of society, culture and participation, as well as historical and archaeological research and its role in raising public awareness, are highlighted in the answers. At the same time, the themes of language and linguistics are often emphasised, especially in relation to language development, terminology, and multilingualism.
Cultural heritage and traditional culture are also relatively widely represented, with an emphasis on conservation, digitisation and inheritance issues. Meanwhile, issues of artistic and creative processes, as well as digital humanities and media literacy, appear less frequently, but still form an important part of the overall thematic field.
Philosophy, religion and ethics, as well as the creative industries and cultural economics, are the least prominent topics in the responses of respondents. This suggests that these areas in the public perception are less directly related to the current problems or are perceived in a narrower context.
At the same time, it should be noted that respondents often address several interrelated problem areas in the same answer, so the frequency of thematic blocks reflects the presence of these topics in the public view, rather than their mutual prioritisation. In the humanities and arts, overlapping themes, such as between culture, language, history, and the development of society, are particularly prominent.
Society, culture and participation
In this thematic block, the answers of the respondents highlight questions related to the accessibility of culture, the involvement of society and the development of creativity, with particular emphasis on the role of culture in human well-being and social processes. Culture is not perceived here only as entertainment, but as an essential resource for the development of society and the psychological stability of the individual.
The issue of access to culture is particularly prominent. Respondents point to unequal access to cultural events, both regionally and socio-economically, highlighting the need to make quality culture accessible to wider groups in society. It also includes questions about youth engagement and interest, as well as the decentralisation of culture outside the big cities.
The development of creativity as an individual and societal resource is an important matter. Responses often show the need to promote creative skills across different age groups, including through education, lifelong learning, and informal activities. Creativity is viewed as an essential factor in personal development, self-expression and also in maintaining work ability and quality of life.
Respondents also emphasise the connection between art and psychology, especially in terms of mental health, emotional balance, and social resilience. Art is perceived as a tool that can promote psychological well-being, help overcome crises and strengthen a sense of community, as well as a potential tool for therapy and education.
The role of culture in wider social processes is also an important dimension. Culture and art are viewed as a means of social cohesion, identity building, and interpretation of social change. Respondents also emphasise the ability of culture to influence public opinion, including in relation to propaganda, stereotypes, and changing values.
In general, this block shows that culture is perceived as a multifunctional field that simultaneously affects the inner world of the individual and the overall development of society. The role of the humanities and arts here is related to expanding access to culture, promoting creativity and harnessing the potential of art to strengthen the well-being and resilience of society.
History and archaeology
In this thematic block, the responses of respondents are dominated by a wide and multi-layered range of issues related to the study of Latvian history, archaeology and the formation of collective memory. History is perceived here not only as an exploration of the past, but as an essential tool for strengthening the identity of society and understanding modern processes.
Particularly noteworthy is the need for a systematic and in-depth study of history at all times, from prehistory to the present. Respondents emphasise that the research so far is often fragmentary or focused on separate periods, especially in the 19th and 20th centuries, while the earlier stages of history are insufficiently explored. At the same time, the importance of archaeology is emphasised, including the need to develop research infrastructure, provide funding and arrange the regulatory framework to promote quality excavation and heritage protection.
An important topic is collective memory and interpretation of history. Respondents often point to the need to critically evaluate historical narratives, refute myths and mitigate disinformation, especially in a geopolitical context. History is viewed as a resource that helps the public navigate the modern information space, strengthens critical thinking, and promotes resilience to manipulation.
The connection of history to national identity and the cohesion of society is also important. The answers emphasise the need to create a clear and accessible explanation of history for the public, which includes the experiences of different groups of society and contributes to the formation of a common historical understanding. Special attention is also paid to the study of difficult historical periods, such as the period of the Soviet occupation, its impact on society and collective trauma.
Respondents also emphasise the importance of an interdisciplinary approach, especially linking history with archaeology, genetics and other natural sciences, which allows for a more accurate reconstruction of the development of society and the origins of the population. The importance of history education is also emphasised, including questions about what and how to teach in schools, as well as how to make history interesting and understandable for different audiences.
Overall, this block shows that history and archaeology are perceived as strategically important areas that at the same time build knowledge about the past and provide the basis for public self-understanding, critical thinking, and sustainable development.
Language and linguistics
In this thematic block, the issues of preservation, strengthening and development of the Latvian language very strongly dominate the answers of the respondents. Language is perceived not only as a means of communication, but as a central basis for national identity, cultural continuity and the existence of the State, especially in the context of globalisation, migration and the impact of the digital environment. The answers clearly show concerns about the future position of the Latvian language, about the decline in its use among young people, as well as about the impact of English and Russian in everyday communication.
A significant theme is the quality of the language and the culture of use. Respondents often emphasise the importance of proper use of the Latvian language, grammar, literacy and clear communication, including in public communication. Alongside this, there is an important place for the development of terminology, especially in today's industries and digital environment, where the Latvian language must be able to function fully and adapt to the needs of the 21st century.
Language learning and integration issues also appear relatively often. Respondents emphasise the need to improve the methods of teaching the Latvian language both in schools and in adult and minority education, as well as to look for more effective solutions to promote the use of the Latvian language in all groups of society. Here, language is also viewed as a tool for building cohesion and loyalty in society.
A broader but essential sub-topic is linguistic diversity. Responses show interest in preserving Latgalian, Livonian and other minority languages, maintaining dialects and studying language attitudes. It shows that, in the opinion of the public, language sustainability cannot be reduced only to the protection of the standard language, but also includes the preservation of Latvia's linguistic diversity and understanding of coexistence in a multilingual society.
Digital themes are also important. Respondents emphasise the need to develop language corpora, dictionaries, AI tools, natural language processing and other digital solutions that would allow the Latvian language to remain viable in the technology environment. This highlights in particular the link between linguistics and digital humanities and the future of language in the age of artificial intelligence.
Overall, this block shows that language and linguistics are one of the central problem areas in the humanities and arts from the point of view of society. It intertwines the preservation of the language, qualitative use, acquisition, digital development and multilingualism issues, but the notion of the Latvian language as an essential basis for culture, identity and State resilience prevails throughout.
Cultural heritage and traditional culture
In this thematic block, the preservation of cultural heritage and traditional culture as a basis for national identity, cultural continuity and public self-understanding are most prominent in the responses of respondents. The topic is considered both through the protection of tangible and intangible heritage and through the question of how to make this heritage alive, accessible and significant in modern society. Particularly clear is the notion that for a small country, the study and maintenance of cultural heritage is strategically important, as no one else will do the work.
An important topic is the maintenance of national identity and Latvianness in the conditions of globalisation and digitalisation. Respondents often emphasise the importance of Song and Dance Festivals, folklore, folk costumes, crafts, ancient writings, folk songs and other elements of traditional culture as carriers of identity. At the same time, the responses also raise concerns about the disappearance of culture, the weakening of language and traditions, and the need to strengthen public awareness of the importance of local cultural values.
The topic of preservation and digitisation of cultural heritage is very important. Respondents emphasise that a large part of Latvian cultural and historical sources is still insufficiently conscious, poorly accessible or physically threatened in archives, museums and repositories. Therefore, digitisation is perceived not only as a technical solution, but as a prerequisite for the availability of heritage, research and transmission to future generations. Alongside this comes the need for fundamental research, monographs, terminology development and systematic source processing.
The questions of promoting cultural heritage and educating the public also appear quite often in the answers. Respondents emphasise that preservation alone is not enough, but it is necessary to think about how to explain, make relevant and integrate cultural heritage into modern life. This applies to both education and tourism development, as well as cultural links to social values, patriotism and a sense of belonging. In part of responses, the cultural heritage is also viewed in a wider European and global context, emphasising the peculiarity of Latvian culture and its place in the common cultural space.
Overall, this block shows that cultural heritage and traditional culture are perceived as one of the central problem areas of the humanities and arts. It is not only about preserving the past, but also about working with identity, cultural memory and future resilience, especially at a time when globalisation, digitisation and demographic change are putting additional pressure on cultural continuity.
Arts and creative processes
In this thematic block, the responses of respondents highlight the development of artistic and creative processes as an essential factor for the viability of culture and the development of society. The theme covers the development of various fields of art, as well as questions about the promotion of creativity, the quality of art and its role in modern society.
A significant area of concern is the availability of art, infrastructure and support for the creative industries. Respondents point to insufficient funding, limited opportunities for young artists, and the lack of access to cultural works, such as the lack of digitisation in music and other areas. It is also linked to wider issues of cultural export capacity and Latvia's positioning as a cultural space.
Contemporary art and interdisciplinarity issues take an important place in the answers. The need to study new art forms, digital culture, the interaction between art and technology, as well as the use of creative approaches to solving social and educational problems is emphasised. Art is also viewed here as an indicator of the development of society and an instrument of reflection.
At the same time, there is a discussion about the quality of art, evaluation criteria and the development directions of local culture in the context of globalisation. In general, this block reveals that art and creative processes are perceived as both a space of creative self-expression and an important resource for the development, identity and innovation of society.
Digital humanities and media literacy
In this thematic block, the responses of respondents are dominated by the impact of digital technologies and artificial intelligence on culture, society and human thinking. The topic covers both the analysis of new opportunities and significant risks, especially with regard to the quality of information, creativity and the ability of the public to critically evaluate content.
The importance of media literacy and critical thinking is particularly evident. Respondents emphasise the need to understand the mechanisms of propaganda, the spread of disinformation, and the impact of social media on public beliefs, identities, and behaviours. It is viewed as an essential prerequisite for the development of a democratic and sustainable society.
The impact of AI on creative processes and knowledge is also a significant line. The answers show both an interest in the use of AI in art and research, and a concern about the devaluation of creativity, authorship, and the quality of knowledge. Consequently, the issues of ethics and philosophy about the role of man in the age of technology also come up.
At the same time, the development of digital humanities is emphasised as an opportunity to preserve and analyse language, cultural heritage and historical resources in the digital environment. Overall, this block shows that digitisation and AI are not just a technological issue, but are profoundly transforming culture, knowledge, and the functioning of society.
Philosophy, religion and ethics
In this thematic block, a relatively narrower but conceptually significant range of issues related to values, spirituality, philosophical reflection and the importance of ethical landmarks in modern society appears in the answers of respondents. The topic is often viewed as the opposite of superficiality, polarisation, and fragmented thinking, emphasising the need for a deeper understanding of people, society, and common goals.
Ethics and the cultivation of values are essential themes. Respondents emphasise the importance of respect, conscience, responsibility, especially at a time when technology is increasing in society, information overload and alienation. Alongside this, the role of philosophy in the development of critical thinking, the strengthening of logic and the ability to understand different opinions also stands out.
The answers also show an interest in the place of religion and spirituality in modern Latvia and Europe, as well as wider philosophical issues related to identity, politics, the environment and the place of a person in a time of change. Overall, this block shows that philosophy, religion and ethics are perceived as an area that helps society reflect on its values and maintain a meaningful orientation in times of rapid change.
Creative industries and cultural economy
In this thematic block, issues of the economic potential of creative industries and their role in the development of the State dominate the answers of respondents. The topic is viewed as a search for a balance between the preservation of cultural values and its ability to generate economic contributions, while avoiding excessive commercialisation.
An essential line is the contribution of creative industries to the economy, especially in terms of export capacity, employment and GDP growth. Respondents emphasise the need to strengthen the presence of Latvian cultural products in the international environment, as well as to develop sustainable funding and support models for creative industries.
It also highlights practical issues related to the functioning of the industry, such as copyright, cultural funding, social security and job opportunities for creative professionals, as well as the development of new organisational forms. Overall, this block shows that creative industries are perceived as an important resource that can simultaneously strengthen both the economy and the identity of society.


[bookmark: _Toc228256302]Summary
In general, the results of the survey reveal a multidimensional and interconnected public view of the current problem areas in Latvia. Respondents' responses highlight both areas with a direct impact on the quality of daily life, such as health, security, economic stability and education, as well as long-term development issues related to climate change, technological development, demography and social cohesion.
The results show that, from the point of view of society, these problem areas do not form isolated topics, but rather an interconnected system, where various fields of science, including natural sciences, technologies, medicine, social sciences and humanities, complement each other. This is particularly evident in health, sustainability, digitisation and social development issues, where solutions require an interdisciplinary approach.
The survey data confirm the high public interest in the role of science in solving problems and a clear picture that research makes a practical contribution to the development of the State and improving the quality of life. At the same time, the understanding of the role of fundamental science as a basis for long-term innovation and knowledge remains.
Taking into account the methodological boundaries of the survey, the results obtained should be interpreted as a structured overview of the public view, which adds to the understanding of the current problem areas and possible research directions. They provide context for policy makers, researchers and other stakeholders, while not acting as a direct basis for defining research funding or thematic directions.
The definition of the thematic directions of research is based on the logic of scientific quality, international competitiveness and the development of the industry, while maintaining academic freedom as a central principle of scientific development. The vision expressed by the society marks important contexts and directions, but the development of science is also determined by the professional judgement of researchers and their ability to identify issues and solutions that have not yet been fully formulated from the public point of view.


Pētījumi, kuru mērķis ir iegūt jaunas zināšanas par Visumu, matēriju un dabas likumiem	Vēstures pētniecība un kultūras mantojuma saglabāšana un izpēte	Kultūra, valoda, identitāte un radošās nozares	Dzīvnieku veselība, mežu apsaimniekošana un bioloģisko resursu ilgtspēja	Sabiedrības attīstība, sociālā nevienlīdzība, tiesiskums un pārvaldības kvalitāte	Pārtikas drošība, ilgtspējīga lauksaimniecība un lauku attīstība	Klimats, vide un bioloģiskā daudzveidība	Jaunu materiālu, nanotehnoloģiju un augsto tehnoloģiju attīstība un ieviešana	Ekonomikas attīstība, nodarbinātība un iedzīvotāju labklājība	Digitālās tehnoloģijas, datu drošība un kiberdrošība	Jaunu ārstēšanas metožu, medikamentu un biomedicīnas tehnoloģiju attīstība	Veselības aprūpe, sabiedrības veselība un veselības sistēmas pieejamība	0.14369999999999999	0.29499999999999998	0.33650000000000002	0.37469999999999998	0.38219999999999998	0.4108	0.41349999999999998	0.45300000000000001	0.45979999999999999	0.57489999999999997	0.60630000000000006	0.63490000000000002	



Humanitārās un mākslas zinātnes	Lauksaimniecības, meža un veterinārzinātnes	Inženierzinātnes un tehnoloģijas	Dabaszinātnes	Sociālās zinātnes	Medicīnas un veselības zinātnes	625	662	677	707	708	788	



Biotehnoloģijas un mikrobioloģija	Dabaszinātnes sabiedrībai, drošībai un attīstībai	Molekulārā bioloģija, biomedicīna un veselības pētījumi	Augsne, lauksaimniecība un meža ekosistēmas, pārtikas drošība	Ilgtspējīga attīstība, bioekonomika un aprites ekonomika	Dabas resursi un zemes zinātnes	Bioloģiskā daudzveidība un dabas aizsardzība	Klimats, vide un ekosistēmas	Fundamentālā zinātne un tehnoloģiju pamati	38	39	67	91	130	159	173	182	202	



Robotika, t.sk. droni	STEM izglītība, darbaspēks un starpnozaru sadarbība	Vides aizsardzības prasību īstenošana	Medicīnas inženiertehnoloģija	Bio, atjaunojamo un otrreizējo resursu ilgtspējīga izmantošana	Aizsardzības tehnoloģijas un drošības risinājumi	Inovāciju ieviešana	Būvindustrija, transports un infrastruktūra	Energosistēmas un energonodrošinājums	Jauni materiāli, iekārtas un tehnoloģijas	IT, mākslīgais intelekts, digitalizācija un kiberdrošība	15	22	30	51	56	60	68	74	101	142	157	



Mātes, bērnu un jauniešu veselība	Mākslīgais intelekts un tehnoloģijas medicīnā	Novecošana, dzīves kvalitāte	Mentālā veselība	Sabiedrības veselībpratība	Veselības aprūpes sistēma un pieejamība	Slimību profilakse, dzīves veids, vides ietekme	slimību ārstēšana	Jaunu zāļu un diagnostikas metožu izstrāde	33	37	45	48	56	100	146	181	246	



Zvejniecība un ūdens resursu pārvaldība	Vietējo resursu izmantošana un pieejamība	Inovācijas un viedie risinājumi nozarē	Koksnes resursu izmantošana un pārstrāde	Selekcija un pielāgošanās klimata izmaiņām (augi, dzīvnieki, zivis)	Ilgstpējīga lauksaimniecība un tradicionālās prakses	Veterinārmedicīna un slimību izplatība (t.sk. dzīvnieku tiesības, kaitēkļu apkarošana)	Pārtikas kvalitāte un pieejamības drošība	Mežu un lauku teritoriju jēgpilna apsaimniekošana	Bioloģiskā laiksaimniecība	Vides, mežu un dabas aizsardzība, ilgtspēja un klimata ietekme	4	14	17	34	37	42	66	89	100	112	227	



Ilgtspēja un zaļās pārkārtošanās izaicinājumi	Sabiedrības identitāte, atmiņa un sociālie procesi	Digitalizācija, MI un pārmaiņas sabiedrībā	Drošība, noturība un valsts pastāvēšana	Politika, demokrātija un valsts pārvaldība	Izglītība, prasmes un kritiskā domāšana	Demogrāfija, migrācija un paaudžu attiecības	Ekonomika, nodarbinātība un reģionālā attīstība	Iekļaušana, cilvēktiesības un dažādība	Sabiedrības saliedētība, nevienlīdzība un dzīves kvalitāte	7	26	59	81	119	130	142	150	183	187	



Radošās industrijas un kultūras ekonomika	Filozofija, reliģija un ētika	Digitālās humanitārās zinātnes un medijpratība	Māksla un radošie procesi	Kultūras mantojums un tradicionālā kultūra	Valoda un lingvistika	Vēsture un arheoloģija	Sabiedrība, kultūra un līdzdalība	24	28	48	50	148	152	162	164	
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