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APPROVED
by the Latvian Council of Science Director’s
[bookmark: _Hlk49520921] 05.05.2026 Order No. 1-13/37
 “Regarding the Approval of the Regulations for the 2026 Open Call  
for Proposals for Fundamental and Applied Research Projects” 

 
Regulations for the 2026 Open Call for Proposals for Fundamental and Applied Research Projects
 
I. General Provisions 
 
1 The Regulations for the 2026 Open Call for Proposals for Fundamental and Applied Research Projects (hereinafter – Regulations) prescribe the procedures by which the Latvian Council of Science (hereinafter – Council) organises and implements the open call for 2026 fundamental and applied research projects (hereinafter – open call) and manages the national budget funds allocated for the funding of the fundamental and applied research projects (hereinafter – project or projects) on the basis of the procedures laid down in Cabinet Regulation No. 725 ‘Procedures for Evaluating Fundamental and Applied Research Projects and Managing their Financing’ of 12 December 2017 (hereinafter – Cabinet Regulation No. 725). 

2 The Regulations have been drafted on the basis of Paragraph 10 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. The project applicant (hereinafter – project applicant), in accordance with the procedures and to the extent laid down in the Regulations, submits for the open call the project proposal form in accordance with Annex 1 ‘Project Proposal’ of the Regulations (hereinafter – project proposal). 

[bookmark: _Hlk157756807]3 The total national budget funding available for the open call is EUR 18,083,068.65 (eighteen million eighty-three thousand sixty-eight euros and 65 cents) (hereinafter – call funding), which in accordance with Paragraph 26 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725 is used for: 
3.1 financing of projects; 
3.2. the organisation of calls for project proposals, including the evaluation of project proposals, mid-term scientific reports and project final scientific reports, including the provision of discussions of foreign scientific experts (hereinafter – the expert) panels, the remuneration of experts, the administration and monitoring of the use of project funding and project implementation, as well as communication and public information activities. 

[bookmark: _Hlk191481199][bookmark: _Hlk157757119]4 The deadline for the submission of project proposals is 8 June 2026 (hereinafter – deadline for the submission of project proposals). 

5 The Council announces the open call in accordance with Paragraph 9 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. The following is indicated in the announcement for the open call: 
5.1 title of the Open Call for Proposals; 
5.2 funding of the Open Call for Proposals; 
5.3 time limit for the submission of the project proposal; 
5.4 website which includes the necessary information and documentation for the submission of the project proposal. 

6 The open call is carried out by the Council in all the science sectors specified in Cabinet Regulation No. 595 ‘Regulations Regarding the Fields and Sub-fields of Science of Latvia’ of 27 January 2022 (hereinafter – Cabinet Regulation No. 595), which are divided into six groups (hereinafter – science sector groups): 
6.1 natural sciences; 
6.2 engineering and technology; 
6.3 medical and health sciences; 
6.4 agricultural, forestry and veterinary sciences; 
6.5 social sciences; 
6.6 humanities and arts. 
Within the framework of the scientific field groups, project applicants may take into account the Council's summarised regulations in Annex 2 "Public Engagement in Identifying Relevant Research Topics" with summarised information on the proposals made by the public and the public's view (needs) in relation to the results of research in a particular field of science.
[bookmark: _Hlk191484309]
7 The total duration of the project is 36 months (hereinafter – project duration). The project is implemented in phases, each phase lasting 12 months. The project is completed on the date on which the Council signs the acceptance certificate on the achievement of project results referred to in Paragraph 48.1.2 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725 and the agreement for the completion and financing of a fundamental and applied research project, the completion of the goal and objectives of the project (hereinafter – project agreement), accompanied by the expert evaluation of the final scientific report of the project referred to in Paragraph 36 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725 and the final financial statement referred to in Paragraph 46 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, as approved by the Council. The implementation period of the project may be extended to one year in the cases specified in Paragraph 5 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. 

8 The maximum amount of the funding per project is EUR 300,000 (three hundred thousand euros) and the minimum amount of the funding is EUR 150,000 (one hundred fifty thousand euros). 
 
II. Requirements for the project applicant and project partner
[bookmark: _Hlk219463379] 
9 The applicant meets the requirements of Paragraph 2.7 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. 
 
10 For the achievement of the project goal and objectives, and to achieve the results specified in project proposal Part A Chapter 3 ‘Project results’, the project applicant may engage a partner or partners in compliance with Paragraph 7 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. When implementing a project jointly with its partner/s, the project applicant takes full responsibility for the project and fulfilment of the obligations. 
 
11 If the project applicant finds a partner, the payment of the direct eligible costs specified in Paragraph 18.1 of the Regulations is planned in the project budget in the following amount: 
11.1 for the project applicant: no less than 51 per cent; 
11.2 for the partner(s): no less than 20 per cent. 
 
III. Conditions for participation in the scientific team 
 
12 The members of the scientific team, namely the project manager, the principal project implementer, and the project implementer, indicated in the project proposal must comply with the requirements of the Paragraphs 2.3, 2.4, and 2.5 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. The project manager is also determined in accordance with Paragraph 8 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. 
 
13 The scientific team specified in the project proposal submitted as part of the call must include higher education students[footnoteRef:1] and doctoral candidates[footnoteRef:2] (hereinafter – student) in its scientific staff of the scientific team. The total workload of all the students must not be less than 3.0 of the full-time equivalent (hereinafter – FTE) throughout the duration of the project, considering that each student is employed in the project for at least 0.25 FTE in the respective round of the project, in line with the below: [1: In accordance with Section 44(1) of the Law on Higher Education Institutions.]  [2:  in accordance with the second sentence of Section 11(2) of the Law on Scientific Activity.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk187753821]13.1 If during the project a student finishes studies at a certain level of higher education programme and no later than within four months thereafter begins studies at the next level of higher education programme or new studies in a different study group, the respective four-month period can be deemed to be in line with the condition for the hiring of students referred to in the condition referred to in this paragraph. If the information on the student is not available to the Council in the State Education Information System database, in order to verify the status of the student at the time of project implementation, the project implementer at the request of the Council shall submit to the Council a confirmation (certificate) on the student (the date when the student started studies in the higher education programme (sub-programme), the semester or academic year (course) data and confirmation of the continuation of relevant studies during the project implementation);  
13.2 If during the project a student successfully finishes doctoral studies or defends a doctoral thesis, then until the conclusion of the project, the involvement of this person is deemed to be in line with the condition for the hiring of students. In respect of doctoral degree nominees, the project implementer at the request of the Council shall submit a certificate from the project implementer that the respective person is a doctoral degree nominee (participating in the doctoral studies).
 
[bookmark: _Hlk226715794]14 If, prior to the start of the project, the project manager terminates the employment relationship with the project implementer for private reasons or if the project manager changes during the implementation of the project, the main participants and/or the total workload of the project implementers, excluding the students, has decreased by more than 15 percent, the project implementer shall inform the Council in accordance with the procedure laid down in Clauses 41 and 42 of the Cabinet of Ministers Regulations No. 725. The information shall be submitted by the project implementer not later than one month before the date of actual change of the project manager or main participants in the project, except in cases where due to objective circumstances (illness, etc. circumstances beyond the control of the project implementer) it was not possible to submit the information within the time limit specified in this paragraph.
 
15 Within the framework of the call, an employee of the tenure system may participate in the implementation of the project, subject to the following conditions:
15.1 the involvement of persons employed in the tenure system in the project does not create a risk of double funding, i.e., project funding shall not be used to pay for duties or working time that are already covered by institutional or other public funding within the tenure-track position;
15.2 project funding for employees of the tenure system may cover only additional activities necessary for the implementation of the project which do not overlap with the duties of the tenure position, or project management, coordination or specific research tasks, if not funded under the tenure position;
15.3. if the employee of the tenure system receives remuneration in the project, the project applicant shall ensure: 1) a clear separation between the duties of the position and the tasks of the project; 2) adequate working time records demonstrating the time actually spent on project activities; 3) compliance with applicable laws and regulations and with the funder's conditions on maximum workload and remuneration;
15.4 The Council is entitled to request and the project implementer is obliged to provide the Council with additional information on the involvement of employees of the tenure system in the project, as well as with documents demonstrating that there is no risk of double funding. The Council has the right to limit or refuse the reimbursement of an employee of the tenure system from the project funding if there are reasonable doubts about the existence/risk of double funding;
 
IV. Eligible Activities and Costs 
 
16 The project applicant implements the project unrelated to economic activities in accordance with Paragraph 6 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725.
 
17 The project applicant indicates in Chapter 3 ‘Project Results’ of Part A of the objectives indicated in the project proposal the expected results to be achieved until the conclusion of the project and indicates how much of the results it is expected to achieve by the mid-term stage of the project: All the results planned in the project proposal must be achieved and published, including the doctoral thesis defended to the end of the post-monitoring period in accordance with Paragraph 49 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725. The full achievement of the planned project results shall be verified by the Council during the post-monitoring period specified in the project contract. 
In accordance with Sub-paragraph 2.10 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725, the following types of project results may be indicated: 
17.1 Original research articles submitted, accepted for publishing or published in the Q1 or Q2 quartile journals listed in the Web of Science or SCOPUS databases;
17.2 Original scientific articles submitted, accepted for publishing or published in other journals or collection of conference articles included in the Web of Science, SCOPUS or ERIH databases;
17.3 Other anonymous peer-reviewed original research articles in other scientific journals and collections of articles (including conference article collections), with an international editorial board
17.4 Submitted, accepted for publication or published peer-reviewed scientific monographs;
17.5 Technological rights – intellectual property registered with an international body (incl. (WIPO, EPO, etc.) or abroad (patents, functional models, prototype rights, semiconductor product topographies, plant breeder certificates, supplementary protection certificates for medical or other products, etc.);
17.6. intellectual property licensing agreements;
17.7. New product or new technology prototype
17.8 New treatment and diagnostic methods (including non-commercial method), which supplement the results referred to in sub-paragraphs 17.5, 17.6 and 17.7 of the Regulations
17.9 Reports on policy recommendations and the impact of policies;
17.10 a master's thesis has been developed and defended in accordance with the established procedure and a doctoral thesis has been submitted to the doctoral dissertation or a master's thesis has been developed and defended in accordance with the established procedure or a doctoral thesis has been submitted to the doctoral dissertation in accordance with the theme of the project;
17.11 Other achievable results of the project according to the specifics of the research (including data), supplementing the results specified in paragraphs 17.1, 17.2, 17.3, 17.4, 17.5, 17.6, 17.7 and 17.8 of the Regulations (e.g., databases, datasets (according to FAIR principles), teaching materials, methodological recommendations and materials, peer-reviewed publications (pre-prints), organised scientific conferences, etc.)

18 The project applicant must include information about the eligible cost items for the project in Chapter 4 ‘Project Budget’ of Part A of the project proposal. The project applicant may include the following in the eligible costs: 
18.1 Direct eligible costs: 
18.1.1 the remuneration (monthly salary) and related costs, including employer mandatory state social insurance contributions, holiday pay and holiday allowance paid in proportion to the time worked as part of the project, sick leave expenses for members of the research team involved in the implementation of the project who are working on the basis of an employment contract, in accordance with the project applicant’s and project cooperation partner’s/partners’ (if any) remuneration policy, and payment rates. Remuneration must be commensurate with the activities to be carried out in the project and the time spent on these tasks, taking into account the intensity of the activities to be carried out as part of the project; 
18.1.2 expenses of local and foreign official trips and business trips for the members of the scientific team in accordance with the regulations setting the procedures for the reimbursement of expenses relating to official trips (for example, participation in conferences, including the participation fee, daily allowance, accommodation expenses, travel expenses, expenses related to the purchase of an insurance policy during the official trips); 
18.1.3 depreciation costs (costs that are applicable to the fixed assets purchased within the project, and at the disposal of the project applicant and the partner (which is demonstrated by the data identifying the project specified in the proof of purchase of the fixed asset) and that are used for research and the purchase of technical knowledge, patents and other intellectual property licences (hereinafter – intangible assets) from external sources) provided the transaction takes place meeting the conditions for competition, and there have been no secret agreements. If the period of use of the fixed assets or intangible assets within the scope of the project does not cover the whole period of their useful life, depreciation costs are deemed eligible costs only if they were incurred during the project. These costs are calculated in proportion to the period and intensity of use of the fixed assets or intangible assets according to the accounting procedures and good accounting practices; 
18.1.4 the purchase costs and supply costs of the equipment, tools and materials necessary for the project (for example, physical, biological, chemical and other materials, test animals and their storage, reagents, chemicals, laboratory vessels, medicinal products, cooling agents, heat carriers, carrier gases, oils, energy materials and electricity, insofar as it is used for research) that were accounted for in accordance with the laws and regulations governing the organising of accounting; 
18.1.5 the costs of external services (including work based on work contracts), costs of providing research services (for example, inspection, testing, certification and other costs in order to provide research data that are comparable to the research carried out in other countries), costs of protecting technology right, translation, and other service costs necessary for the implementation of the activities of the project; 
18.1.6 the costs of information and publicity (including costs of publishing scientific studies); 
18.2 the indirect eligible costs which are not directly linked to the achievement of the project objectives, but which support and create the appropriate conditions for the implementation of the activities to be supported and the achievement of the project objectives, and which are project costs, administrative costs of the project applicant intended for the operation of the research institution, namely: 
18.2.1 utilities, including electricity, rent, lease, water supply and sewers, heating (thermal energy) and gas, garbage collection; 
18.2.2 communication services (postage, internet costs, other telecommunications costs, IT maintenance costs, including necessary licences and software updates); 
18.2.3 office expenses (stationery, office supplies, computer goods, photocopying services, rental or purchase of office equipment); 
18.2.4 total cost of maintenance and servicing of the equipment in use; 
18.2.5 maintenance costs for indoor premises, including shared-use premises; 
18.2.6 cost of household care materials; 
18.2.7 travel expenses; 
18.2.8 remuneration of scientific supporting and technical that does not exceed the applicant’s remuneration rates in accordance with the institution’s remuneration policy, including the employer’s mandatory state social insurance contributions; 
18.2.9 other indirect eligible costs not included in the direct eligible costs of the project, but reasonably necessary to achieve the project objectives; 
18.3 indirect eligible costs are planned as a single cost item, applying an indirect cost flat rate of 15 per cent of the remuneration costs of the members of the scientific team[footnoteRef:3]. The project applicant and the cooperation partner(s) (if any) must draft and approve internal procedures for the use and control of the indirect eligible costs of the project, which the Council is entitled to request,[footnoteRef:4] and which the project applicant (implementer) shall present to the Council. If the project applicant involves a cooperation partner(s), the indirect eligible costs of the project are divided between the project applicant and the cooperation partner(s) in proportion to the division of the direct eligible costs of the project between the project applicant and the project cooperation partner(s). The flat rate for indirect costs is applied taking into account the simplified cost option method for similar types of operations for the implementation of projects of European Union funds in the 2021–2027 planning period. Accordingly, the basis for calculating indirect costs is direct eligible staff costs, and the method for calculating the indirect eligible costs is: indirect eligible costs are 15 per cent of the direct eligible personnel costs indicated for the remuneration of the members of the  research group indicated in Section 18.1.1 of the Regulations[footnoteRef:5];  [3:  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/LV/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02013R1303-20190511&from=LV.]  [4:  The Council is entitled to request the internal rules for the use and control of indirect costs of the project approved by the project applicant and/or the participant, as part of the verification carried out as per Paragraph 48 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, when verifying the appropriateness of the use of funds, and when deciding on the reimbursement of the funds received under the project in accordance with Paragraph 50 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725.]  [5:  Available: https://www.esfondi.lv/normativie-akti-un-dokumenti/2021-2027-planosanas-periods/vadlinijas-par-vienkarsoto-izmaksu-izmantosanas-iespejam-un-to-piemerosana-eiropas-savienibas-kohezijas-politikas-programmas-2021-2027-gadam-ietvaros 
] 

18.4 when preparing the financial report on the use of the funding allocated to the project for the previous financial year referred to in Paragraph 33.1 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, the project implementer does not provide supporting documents on the use of indirect eligible costs calculated at the indirect cost flat rate. 

V. Procedures for the preparation and submission of the project proposal 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk177048981]19 The project applicant must fill in the project proposal and submit it to the National Research Information System (hereinafter – Information System) in accordance with Annex 3 ‘Methodology for the Preparation and Submission of the Project Proposal, Mid-term Scientific Report of the Project, Final Scientific Report of the Project and Financial Statement of the Project’ of the Regulations (hereinafter – submission methodology) within deadline for the submission of project proposals. 
In accordance with Cabinet Regulation No. 595, the project applicant must indicate the science sector in which the project will be implemented or if the project is cross-sectoral, the main science sector in which the project is to be carried out, in Chapter 1 ‘General Information’ of Part A of the project proposal. In the case if project implementation is related to several scientific sectors, in accordance with Cabinet Regulation No. 595, the project applicant may indicate up to three science sectors, and the assignment of the project proposal to any of the science sector groups is determined on the basis of the main science sector which is indicated first, in Chapter 1 ‘General Information’ of Part A of the project proposal. 
 
20 To ensure achieving the aim of implementing the project as stated in Paragraph 3 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725 and to avoid the plagiarism, the project applicant shall, upon submission of the project proposal documents, certify that the content of the project proposal is not created by artificial intelligence (hereinafter – AI). If the AI has been used to create the content of the project proposal, the applicant shall be obliged to state it in Part B “Project Description”, Paragraph 1 “Scientific Excellence” of the project proposal, including description of what AI tools were used to create the content of the project proposal and to what scope, and in what context it was used. The project applicant as a research organisation shall be responsible for the use of AI generated content use in preparation of the project proposal, including set research questions, developed methodology, content structuring, as well as results interpretation and evaluation. 
The project applicant shall be obliged to ensure credibility of the scientific research and statements and take responsibility for the originality of the project description content and truthfulness of facts. 
When using AI solutions, the project applicant shall be responsible for:
- non-disclosure of personal data, sensitive and/or confidential information to AI systems of the third parties, 
- non-existence of prejudices and stereotypes and/or insulting information in the content created by AI,
- trustworthiness of the content created by AI.
 
21 In order to certify the project proposal, the project applicant must add the certification of the project applicant in the Information System, in Part D ‘Certification by the Project Applicant’ of the project proposal. If the project applicant has involved a partner, Part E ‘Certification of the project partner’ of the project proposal is also uploaded to the Information System. The certification of the project applicant and the certification of the project partner is prepared and submitted in accordance with the submission methods. To certify information provided in Part D and Part E of the project proposal, the project applicant and its cooperation partners (if applicable) shall add to the information system Part F ‘Financial Turnover Statement’, financial management and accounting policy and acknowledgement of the scientific institution that the results of the research related to the project would not be used for commercial purposes (if applicable). 
 
VI. Administrative assessment of project proposals 
 
22 Once the deadline for the submission of project proposals expires, the Council assesses the project proposals within a period of two weeks, in accordance with the administrative compliance criteria specified in Paragraph 12 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725 by filling Annex 4 ‘Form for the Evaluation of Administrative Compliance of the Project Proposal’ to the Regulations, in accordance with Annex 5 ‘Methodology for the Evaluation of the Compliance of the Project Proposal with the Administrative Compliance Criteria’ to the Regulations (hereinafter – administrative assessment methodology). 
 
23 The Council submits a list of evaluated project proposals and a summary of the evaluation of the project proposals’ compliance with the administrative eligibility criteria set out in Paragraph 12 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725 to the Commission for the Implementation and Monitoring of Fundamental and Applied Research Projects (hereinafter – evaluation commission) established by the Council, acting in accordance with Paragraph 101.2 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, for the evaluation commission to provide its opinion, and the Council must act in accordance with Paragraph 14 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. 
[bookmark: _Hlk187237531][bookmark: _Hlk191459307][bookmark: _Hlk191481254] 
24 If the Council detects shortcomings during administrative evaluation of the project proposals that the project proposal (Parts D, E (if applicable) and F of the project are fully completed and submitted, but it does not include enclosed (or non-conforming has been enclosed) documentation to be added to the relevant parts of the referred to project proposal, the Council shall task the project applicant with electronic submission of the relevant documentation within two business days since the date when the Council’s request was submitted.
 
VII. Selection of experts for the scientific evaluation of the project proposal, mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project 
 
25 On the basis of Paragraphs 16 and 17 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725, the Council shall organise and carry out the selection of experts for the scientific evaluation of project proposals, mid-term scientific reports and final scientific reports in accordance with the Council guidelines and basic principles for the selection of foreign scientific experts for the calls for applications for scientific research projects approved by the Council Director's Order No. 1-13/48 of 7 July 2023 (hereinafter – the Guidelines for the Selection of Experts)[footnoteRef:6]. [6:   https://www.lzp.gov.lv/lv/informacija-istenotajiem/ ] 

 
[bookmark: _Hlk226629394] 26 The duties of project secretaries, as set out in Paragraph 2.6 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, is performed by employees of the Council or by natural individuals hired by the Council based on a contract for the performance of duties as a project secretary (‘project secretary’). 
If the project secretary is in a conflict of interest with the project applicant, partner, or members of the scientific team specified in the project proposal, the Council must assign the organising of the evaluation of the project proposal, mid-term scientific report or final scientific report of the project to another project secretary. 
 
27 The project secretary selects at least two experts to ensure the scientific evaluation of each project proposal, mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project in accordance with the expert selection guidelines. If interdisciplinary research is envisaged, then at least one expert has experience in the field of fundamental science, while the other expert has experience in an additional field of science or in one of the additional fields of science. 
 
28 The project secretary prepares a list of experts for the scientific evaluation of each project proposal, mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project. The list is prepared taking into account the conditions referred to in Paragraph 16 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, and the experts whose hiring is not recommended (if applicable) specified in Paragraph 9 of Part D ‘Certification by the Project Applicant’. 
 
29 The individual evaluation of the project application, the mid-term scientific report or final scientific report is carried out by no less than two experts in accordance with the procedures and within the time laid down in the expert agreement concluded with the Council. The two experts carry out the evaluation individually, which they submit to the information system, and one of the experts then prepares a consolidated evaluation of the project proposal, mid-term scientific report or final scientific report (hereinafter – reporter), which the rapporteur coordinates with the other expert. If the experts are unable to agree on the consolidated assessment due to a difference of the evaluations made by the experts, the experts report this to the Council. In this case, in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Statutes, the Council hires another expert who first carries out an evaluation of the project proposal in question in accordance with the procedure and within the time specified in the expert agreement concluded with the Council and submit the expert’s individual evaluation to the information system. 
[bookmark: _Hlk159224302]Taking into account the individual assessments of the experts previously hired for the project proposal, the mid-term scientific report, or the final scientific report of the project, the third expert prepares a consolidated expert evaluation, which must not be lower than each individual evaluation provided by the experts and not higher than each individual evaluation provided by the experts. The consolidated assessment is submitted to the information system by the third expert. Before submitting the consolidated assessment, the third expert coordinates it with the expert with whom the third expert’s evaluation is closer in terms of the score given to the project proposal. 
 
30 If, during the evaluation of the project proposal, the project secretary finds that the expert does not comply with the declaration of absence of conflict of interest and commitment to confidentiality which is a significant and integral part of the expert agreement, the project secretary informs the expert in question, in accordance with the terms of the expert agreement, and the Council; the project secretary does not use the expert for the evaluation of the project, and must hire a new expert, in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Regulations. 
 
VIII. Scientific evaluation of the project proposal 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk226624527][bookmark: _Hlk188517752]31 The expert assesses the project proposal in accordance with Paragraph 19 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725, and Paragraphs 20, 21 and 22, according to Annex No. 6 ‘Methodology for the Evaluation of the Project Proposal, Mid-Term Scientific Report and Final Scientific Report of the Project’ to the Regulations (hereinafter – scientific evaluation methodology), filling in and confirming Annex 7 ‘Form for the Individual and Consolidated Evaluations of the Project Proposal’ to the Regulations, specifically its part concerning the individual evaluation via the information system within three weeks after the date at which the Council adopts its decision as per Paragraph 14 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725. 
It is the responsibility of the expert to ensure the reliability of the scientific evaluation and substantiated statements. The expert is responsible for the originality of the content of his or her assessment and the veracity of the facts. The exert shall be responsible for the use of AI generated content in the process of evaluating the project proposal and interim report and/or final report. When using AI solutions, the expert shall be responsible for non-disclosure of information containing personal data, sensitive or confidential information to third-party AI systems, for non-existence of prejudices and stereotypes and/or insulting information in the content created by AI, as well as credibility of the content created by AI.
· [bookmark: _Hlk228168695][bookmark: _Hlk227769823]When assessing the impact of the results of the project proposal within the framework of the consideration specified in Sub-paragraph 21.3 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725, the expert shall take into account the information included in the project proposal regarding this consideration. If the information provided in the project proposal is not sufficient for the expert, the expert may use as an alternative source of information the summarised information on topics relevant to the development of society specified in Annex 2 "Public Engagement in Identifying Relevant Research Topics" to the Regulations.
·  
· [bookmark: _Hlk157079807]32 Within one month from the date of submission of the two individual assessments to the Council, the reporter shall develop a draft consolidated assessment of the project proposal in accordance with Annex 7 to the Regulations, in accordance with the scientific assessment methodology, coordinate the draft consolidated assessment of the project proposal with the other expert in the information system and, using the information system, send it to the Council. 
 
33. The quality threshold in the consolidated evaluation score of the project proposal is at least 10 (thirteen) points for all the criteria specified in Paragraph 19 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725 (hereinafter – quality threshold), at least four points for the criterion specified in Paragraph 19.1 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725, at least four points for the criterion specified in Paragraph 19.2 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725, at least three points for the criterion specified in Paragraph 19.3 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725. Project proposals that have not reached the quality threshold shall not be directed for examination by foreign experts in scientific discussion panels (hereinafter – expert panel or expert panels)  
 
34 The Council, taking into account the consolidated assessment of the project proposal in points, shall calculate the weighted assessment of the project proposal (which has reached the quality threshold) in points, taking into account the following formula:  
K=((H×50)+(B×40)+(C×10))/5
where: 
34.1 K – the weighted evaluation of the project proposal in points; 
34.2 A – assessment of the criterion referred to in Sub-paragraph 19.1 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725; 
34.3 B – assessment of the criterion referred to in Sub-paragraph 19.2 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725; 
34.4.C – assessment of the criterion referred to in Sub-paragraph 19.3 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. 
[bookmark: _Hlk226626574] 
35 The project secretary shall approve the consolidated assessment of the project proposal in points. Project proposals shall be directed for examination by an expert panel, which shall examine project proposals in accordance with the procedure laid down in Paragraphs 232, 233, 234, 235, 25 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725 and Annex 6 to the Regulations.
 
IX. Funding of projects
 36 In accordance with Paragraphs 25.1 and 25.2 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725, within the framework of the group of scientific fields, the Council prepares lists of project proposals corresponding to the quality threshold in descending order according to the obtained weighted assessment points. The open call funding to projects in each group of science fields shall be allocated to those project proposals in the list of project proposals that reached the quality threshold in two rounds in the following amount: 
36.1. the first round shall provide for 30 per cent of the competition funding for each group of scientific fields in equal parts; 
36.2. the second round shall provide for 70 per cent of the funding of the call in proportion to the amount of funding requested in the assessed project proposals in each group of scientific fields above the quality threshold in relation to the total amount of funding requested in the assessed project proposals above the quality threshold. If all project proposals assessed above the quality threshold in a particular group of scientific fields are financed and the call funding calculated for the projects of the group of scientific fields is not fully used, the remainder of the funding shall be distributed among the other groups of scientific fields, taking into account the proportional distribution calculated in this sub-paragraph.

 37 No later than within six months since the date of end of the submission of project proposals but, if necessary, extending the period in line with provisions of Section 64(2) of the Administrative  Procedure Law, the Council shall under the procedures stated in the Regulations prepare a draft decision on each project proposal to be supported or not to be supported in accordance with Sub-paragraph 25.3 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725, evaluating the opinion of the evaluation commission, and shall take one of the following decisions: 
37.1 decision on the funding of the project; 
[bookmark: _Hlk219728758]37.2 decision on the rejection of the project if the project proposal did not reach the quality threshold.

38 The project proposals included in the list of project proposals that have reached the quality threshold in descending order, but for the financing of which there is insufficient call funding, form the reserve list of project proposals in descending order in the relevant group of scientific fields (hereinafter – the reserve list of project proposals), maintaining the mutual order determined in accordance with the procedures laid down in paragraph 36 of the Regulations. If additional funding for the implementation of the open call is allocated by the Ministry of Education and Science, the Council distributes this funding among the proposals included in the reserve list in descending order according to the procedure laid down in Paragraph 36 of the Regulations.
[bookmark: _Hlk227078226] 
39 If the allocation of the open call funding the groups of scientific sectors made in accordance with the procedure set out in Paragraph 36 of the Regulations does not result in complete use of the funding, but the remaining amount is not sufficient to fund one additional proposal from the group of scientific sectors concerned, the unused funding is pooled among the groups of scientific sectors. Project proposals are funded in the scientific sectors with the highest remaining unused funding, calculated in accordance with Paragraph 36.3 of the Regulations. No more than one project proposal may be funded per group of scientific fields. 
 
40 The Council uses the Information System to send the consolidated evaluation score to each project applicant without revealing the identity of the experts.
 
41 If, in a given group of scientific sectors, the applicant whose project has been awarded the funding and the project manager do not conclude a project agreement with the Council in accordance with Paragraph 42 of Annex 8 ‘Agreement for the completion and financing of a fundamental and applied research project’ to the Regulations and within the time set in Paragraph 37.1 of the Regulations, the funding awarded to this project proposal is allocated by the Council to the next project from the reserve list of project proposals in the relevant group of scientific sectors, for which the Council must adopt the decision referred to in Paragraph 37.1 of the Regulations. If there are no more project proposals above the quality threshold on the reserve list of project proposals in a given group of scientific sectors, the Council allocates the funding to a project proposal in another group of scientific sectors, in accordance with the procedure laid down in Paragraphs 38 and 42 of the Regulations. 
 
42 On the basis of the decision of the Council regarding funding of the projects referred to in Paragraph 37.1 of the Regulations, the Council concludes a project agreement with the project applicant and the project manager, an integral part of which is the Project Proposal (Annex 1 to the agreement) no later than within one month after the decision is sent. The content of the project agreement may be updated by the contracting parties during the agreement negotiations, taking into account the specific features of the subject of the project. Once the project agreement takes effect, the project applicant and the project manager are recognised as and further referred to as project implementers in these Regulations. 
 
43 Before concluding the project agreement, the Council shall carry out a check on the inclusion of the project implementer and project manager to be financed in the sanctions list. If, in the course of the inspection, the Council finds non-compliance (a positive finding in the sanctions lists), it shall immediately inform the evaluation commission in writing, which, on the basis of Sub-paragraph 10.1.4 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, shall provide an opinion on the decision to reject the project proposal.
 
44 When preparing the project agreement, the project implementer shall complete and submit to the Council the executed Annex 3 to the project agreement "Calculation of the value of the project results as a percentage of the total cost of the project", indicating the percentage of the project results.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk226636726]45 If the project agreement is concluded in accordance with the decision specified in Paragraph 37.1 of the Regulations, the project applicant and the project partner (if any) must, in compliance with the provisions of Paragraph 7 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, conclude a cooperation agreement which governs financial conditions, dispute resolution, non-disclosure of confidential information, provisions for the agreement taking effect, duration of the agreement, procedures for its termination, detailed cooperation plan and budget, taking into account the information specified in the project proposal and the intellectual property rights regulations. The project implementer must submit the cooperation agreement to the Council within 2 (two) calendar weeks after the conclusion of the project agreement. 
 
46 The project implementer starts the implementation of the project under the project agreement no later than January 2027. Project costs are eligible if incurred between 1 January 2027 and 31 December 2029, inclusive. 
 
47 On the basis of Section 5 of Cabinet Regulation 725, one may extend the project period for up to one year without allocating additional funding, in line with the following procedure:
[bookmark: _Hlk226548350]47.1. in the case referred to in Sub-paragraph 7.1 of the Regulations, if the project implementer submits an application with an explanation regarding the extension of the project implementation period to the Council no later than six calendar months before the end of the project implementation period, and the Council adopts a decision in accordance with Sub-paragraph 5.1.2 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725;
47.2. in the case referred to in Sub-paragraph 7.2 of the Regulations, if the project implementer submits an application for extension of the project implementation deadline to the Council no later than three calendar months before the end of the project implementation deadline. In this case, the Council shall assess whether all the planned research work (experiments, observations, data collection and compilation, analysis of results, development of conclusions) has been carried out during the project implementation period, and whether the results of the project proposal have been achieved in a form that allows to ensure their publication and publicity, including by assessing the justification provided by the project applicant in the application and the plan for strengthening and publicising the results attached to it (Annex 9 to the project agreement).
 
48 In order to verify the use of funding, the Council, on the basis of Paragraph 49 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725, performs the verification of the use of funding during the implementation of the project and during the post-monitoring period specified in the project agreement. 
 
X. Submission and evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project, and the financial statement of the project 
[bookmark: _Hlk220919161]
49 In accordance with Paragraph 33.2 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, the project implementer must, within one month after the last day of the 18th month of the project, use the information system to submit the mid-term scientific report for the project, while in accordance with Paragraph 33.3 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, the project implementer must, within one month after the last day of the project, use the information system to submit the final scientific report for the project (Annex 7 ‘Form for the mid-term/final scientific report of the project’ to the project agreement). If, in accordance with Paragraph 47 of the Regulations, the Council decides to extend the project, the project implementer submits the final scientific report of the project to the information system within one month after the end of the extension period. The project implementer shall complete and submit the financial report of the project to the information system within one month after the end of the previous financial year. If the project implementation deadline has been extended, the project financial statement for the remaining amount shall be submitted to the information system within one month after the end of the extension of the project implementation period. In accordance with Paragraph 45 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725 the financial statement for the project is examined within one calendar month after the submission of the statement in the information system. If the project’s financial statement complies with Chapter III of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, these Regulations, and the project agreement, the Council approves it. 
 
50 The project implementer completes the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report in accordance with Chapter 4 of the Submission Methodology. The project secretary uses the same experts for the scientific evaluation of the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report as for the evaluation of the project proposal. If this is not possible, the project secretary selects other suitable experts.
 
51 Prior to the evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project, the expert signs the statement on the absence of conflict of interest and the undertaking to observe confidentiality. If during the evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project, the project secretary discovers that the actions of the expert with do not comply with the expert’s statement, the project secretary reports this to the Council (via e-mail, at flpp@lzp.gov.lv), and the Council decides on concluding an agreement with a new expert. 
 
52 The expert fills in and approves the individual evaluation of the mid-term scientific report of the project and the final scientific report of the project in the information system within three weeks after the signing of the expert agreement for the research report assessment with the Council. The approval of the evaluation in the information system is deemed to take place on its submission. 
[bookmark: _Hlk226989907] 
53 Once the evaluation specified in Paragraph 29 of the Regulations is completed, the reporter must, within one week after the approval of the individual evaluations of the mid-term scientific report or the final scientific report of the project prepared by both the expert, enter the consolidated evaluation score of the mid-term scientific report or final scientific report of the project in the information system (Annex 7 ‘Form for the evaluation of the mid-term/final scientific report of the project’ to the project contract) by providing the evaluation in accordance with Paragraphs 34 and 35 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. Both the experts approve the consolidated evaluation of the mid-term scientific report and final scientific report of the project in the information system. If the experts disagree on the consolidated evaluation of the mid-term or final scientific report, or if the assessments of the experts are significantly different, the Council may hire a third expert in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Regulations. 
 
54 Having received the consolidated evaluation of the mid-term scientific report of the project and the final scientific report of the project, the Council acts in accordance with Paragraphs 35 and 36 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. If the Council discovers that the funding allocated to the project was not used in accordance with the provisions of the agreement, the Council acts in accordance with Paragraphs 48 and 50 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725. 
 
55 If the consolidated assessment of the final scientific report of the project is “The goal has not been achieved” (project results – numerical indicators, or if a foreign expert indicates that the result does not comply with the Project Proposal), the Council shall act in accordance with paragraphs 35 and 50 of the Cabinet Regulation No. 725.
 
XI. Management of research data, report on the scientific value for money of the project 
 
56 In order to enable the management of research data, the project implementers creates a research data management plan (hereinafter – data management plan)[footnoteRef:7] for the research carried out under the project no later than three months after the start date of the project, in accordance with the FAIR data principles – data are findable, available, interoperable and repeatedly usable.  [7:  see the explanation, Latvian Open Science Strategy 2021–2027 Cabinet meeting minutes decision No. 12/31§ of 1 March 2022 /https://tapportals.mk.gov.lv/meetings/protocols/bc243829-e155-46ec-9f94-d0bf9fd202be, the publication is available at https://www.izm.gov.lv/lv/media/17069/download?attachment.] 

 
57 No later than three months after the start of the implementation of the project, the project implementer fills in the fields in the information system for the information platform on which the data management plan is created and maintained, the address for accessing the data management plan, indicating if the data created during the project implementation are planned to be accessible, and, if open access to the data is planned, the date by which such access will be provided/started.
 
58 The project implementer may update the data management plan and create the dataset management aspects in it for the duration of the project, and within one month after the end of the project.

59 In accordance with Paragraph 37 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725, the Council uses the mid-term or final scientific reports submitted by the project implementer in accordance with Paragraph 33 of Cabinet Regulation No. 725 and prepares a report on the scientific merit of the projects, which must include information about: 
59.1 the mid-term scientific reports of the projects and final scientific reports of the projects; 
59.2 the use of the open call funding allocated to the projects and involvement of the scientific team members; 
59.3 the numeric indicators of the results achieved as part of the projects; 
59.4 the monitoring of the sustainability of the project results, including contributions to the development of project’s fields of science. 
59.5 the submission and evaluation process of the project application, mid-term scientific report of the projects and final scientific report of the projects and their results. 

XII. Information and Publicity Requirements 
 
60 In accordance with the procedures and within the time laid down in the project agreement, the project implementer ensures the provision of information to the Council which enables informing the public about the implementation of the projects funded within the scope of the open call. The Council shall gather the aforementioned information and make it available to the public. 
 
61 In publications and activities related to the distribution and publicity of project results (except for conference theses consisting of no more than one page)  financed via the funding allocated to the project, the project implementer provides information about the source of funding, indicating the names of the open call and the project, and the number of the project, and the fundamental and applied research logo (available on the website of the Council, at About — Graphic Symbols). If the project implementer fails to specify the above information, the corresponding costs pertaining to the distribution and publicity of the project results must not be considered eligible costs in the manner defined in Paragraph 18.1.6 of the Regulations, and may not be associated with the results of the project. The Guidelines for publicity activities under FLPP and VPP projects (approved by Council Director’s Order No. 13 of 14 April 2021) are available here: https://www.lzp.gov.lv/lv/media/25/download?attachment).

[bookmark: _Hlk226639605][bookmark: _Hlk191459441][bookmark: _Hlk191459506][bookmark: _Hlk191459533][bookmark: _Hlk220326670]62 The project implementer shall publish the project information (including information about the project, planned results based on the project schedule, scientific team, activities and the results achieved) on the website of the project implementer and informs the Council about the website address. The project implementer ensures maintenance and supplementation of this information in line with the achieved project outcomes, renewing the published project information at least once per quarter. The project implementer must carry out two information activities for the project: one at the mid-term and one at the final stage of the project. Within one month after the completion of the project, the project implementer shall prepare and submit to the Council a popular scientific report on the results and impact achieved by the project The said information shall be posted by the Council on its website and used for the preparation of reports.

63 The project implementer must cooperate with the Council and take part in public awareness and communication activities organised by the Council, including the preparation of materials on projects, production of content, and arranging of joint seminars on the progress of the project. 
 
XIII. Closing Provisions 
 
64 Information about project applications funded in the open call is published by the Council on the website www.lzp.gov.lv and is uploaded in the information system. After the evaluation of the projects and the adoption of decisions on the financing of the projects, but not later than within 1 (one) month after the conclusion of the project contracts, the Council shall prepare and submit to the evaluation commission a report on the evaluation of the call projects. The report shall include data-based information on the stages of submission, evaluation and allocation of funding for projects, including results, describing the process of submission and evaluation of projects and analysing the thematic and institutional coverage of projects, quality indicators, interdisciplinarity trends, the activity of scientific institutions and the participation of young scientists. The report also includes a summary of the evaluations and recommendations of international scientific experts, which allows, among other things, to see the weaknesses and strengths, shortcomings and shortcomings of the proposals.
 
65 Questions related to the preparation of a project application and its submission must be sent to the following e-mail address: flpp@lzp.gov.lv. The Council sends replies to questions asked by project applicants, electronically, while frequently asked questions and answers are published on the website of the Council: www.lzp.gov.lv. Other questions related to the open call are sent to the official e-mail address of the Council. 
 
Annexes: 
Annex 1 ‘Project Application’; 
Annex 2 "Public Engagement in Identifying Relevant Research Topics"
Annex 3 ‘Methodology for the preparation and submission of the project application, mid-term scientific report of the project, final scientific report of the project and financial statement of the project’; 
Annex 4 ‘Form for the Evaluation of Administrative Compliance of the Project Application’; 
Annex 5 ‘Methodology for the Evaluation of the Compliance of the Project Application with the Administrative Compliance Criteria’; 
Annex 6 ‘Methodology for the Evaluation of the Project Proposal, Mid-Term Scientific Report and Final Scientific Report of the Project’; 
Annex 7 ‘Form for the Individual/Consolidated Evaluation of the Project Application’; 
Annex 8 ‘Agreement for the Completion and Financing of a Fundamental and Applied Research Project’ with the following annexes: 
Annex 1 ‘Project Application’ to the Agreement; 
Annex 2 ‘Financing Schedule’ to the Agreement
Annex 3 ‘Calculation of the Value of Project Results as a Percentage of the Total Cost of the Project’ to the Agreement;
 Annex 4 ‘Supplementary Agreement on Amendments to the Agreement for the Completion and Financing of the Basic and Applied Research Project (exceeding 21% up to 30% (included))’ to the Agreement;
Annex 5 ‘Fundamental and Applied Research Project Scientific Team Changes (the workload has decreased by more than 15 per cent)’ to the Agreement;
Annex 6 ‘Acceptance Certificate for the Completion of the Objectives of the Fundamental and Applied Research Project’ to the Agreement;  
Annex 7 ‘Form for the Evaluation of the Mid-term/Final Scientific Report of the Project’ to the Agreement; 
Annex 8 ‘Description of Results’ to the Agreement (in Latvian and English);
Annex 9 ‘Plan for the Consolidation of Results’ to the Agreement (in Latvian and English);
 Annex 10 ‘List of the Scientific Team’ to the Agreement.

Approved by the Ministry of Education and Science on 28 April 2026 (letter No. 4-28e/26/1085 ‘Regarding the Approval of the Regulations for the Open call for 2026 Fundamental and Applied Research Projects’)

Approved by the Commission for the Implementation and Supervision of Fundamental and Applied Research Projects on 29 April 2026 (meeting minutes No. 64).
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