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The Next Framework Programme = a Positioning Moment
Horizon Europe (2028-2034) will build on the achievements of its predecessors, scaling what works, simplifying what is possible,
and focusing investment where Europe needs it most. It will be tightly connected to the European Competitiveness Fund.

THE CENTRAL QUESTION

How do we move from
observing FP10 take shape
to helping shape Europe’s research & 
innovation future?
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Horizon Europe 2028–2034 keeps a familiar structure

Budget draft proposed by the European Comission

175B

Horizon Europe (2028-2034): twice bigger, simpler, faster and more impactful.
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What’s on the table right now?

01

Governance
Pillar II stays under FP10 
governance instead of ECF 
governance

Lead Experts drive Pillar II in its 
implementation, while the Union 
institutions & MS maintain full 
control over the priority setting 

02

Budget

200B → 158B → ?

03

Partnerships

Under reconstruction

04

Widening

New concept

Europe wants to move faster from knowledge to real-world solutions, while reducing geographic gaps in participation.

«Two years ago, Mario Draghi asked three things of Europe’s research programme: reform it, put 
experts in the lead, and invest 200 billion. FP10 is the only EU programme for which his report 
recommends a specific amount. We are committed to all three points, which requires a 
substantial change from the Commission proposal,» Christian Ehler, MEP & EPP ITRE 
Coordinator, recently announced on social media.
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Budget on fire

200B

Parliament

175B

Commission

167B

Cyprus Presidency

158B

Irish Presidency

?

What to expect?

As Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner for Startups, Research and Innovation, pointed out at the international AI 
summit in Dublin on October 14, «Each billion euro cut in Horizon Europe would result in cutting 1,700 awardees, 
more than 300 SMEs and 500 companies, 600 universities and 2,600 researchers.»

4 ECF Policy Windows: Clean Transition and Industrial Decarbonisation | Health, Biotech, Agriculture 
and Bioeconomy | Digital Leadership | Resilience and Security, Defence Industry and Space





10

Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner for Startups, Research 
and Innovation, said:

«You spoke, we listened. As one of Europe’s strongest 
brands, Horizon Europe will place research and 
innovation at the heart of the EU economy and 
investment strategy. We will attract and retain talents 
through ‘Choose Europe’, de-risk and mobilise private 
research and innovation financing, empowering 
innovative startups and work together with Member 
States to reach the 3% investment target.»
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Moonshots

01

the future circular 
collider

02

clean aviation 

03

quantum 
computing

04
next-
generation AI

Objective: ambitious technology driven projects that boost the EU’s strategic autonomy through research, development and deployment.

06

automated 
transport & 
mobility

07

regenerative 
therapies

08

fusion 
energy

09

space 
economy

05
data 
sovereignty

10

zero water pollution & 
ocean observation
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European Partnerships
European Partnerships will remain a key instrument of the programme and will work in synergy with the ECF.
The legislation and the future European Partnerships portfolio are being shaped in parallel.
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Widening

3.3% of overall budget: to preserve support for a broader range of countries and research ecosystems.

EXELLENCE WIDENING COUNTRIESTRANSITION COUNTRIES
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International Cooperation – Association to Horizon Europe

Approach to 3rd country association similar to Horizon Europe.

MAIN NOVELTIES 

Association may be «full or partial» and consistent 
with the objectives of Horizon Europe 

Scope of association to consider not only benefit but 
also risk to the Union 

Association also extended to European Micro-States

Signed by Luxembourg, Canada, Faroe Islands, Iceland, Japan, New 
Zealand, Norway, Republic of Korea, Switzerland, United Kingdom.
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Dual-Use by Design

The statement calls to support a “dual-use by design” approach, including dedicated calls aimed exclusively at dual-use 
technologies, with the possibility also to support dual-use activities in open calls.

Signed by Estonia, Denmark, Finland, Latvia, 
Lithuania,  Poland, Sweden, Romania.
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International Cooperation

WIPO Global 
Innovation Index 
2026: 
Switzerland, 
Sweden, US, 
Republic of Korea 
and Singapore 
Top Ranking; AI 
Reshaping 
Innovation 
Investments as 
Deep Science 
Startups Top $7.6 
Trillion
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Thank you!
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