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Cabinet of Ministers Order No. 366

Riga, 18 June 2026 (Minutes No 33, Item 24)

On the State Research Programme "Public Health"

1. In accordance with Section 13, Paragraph two, Clause 3 of the Law on Scientific Activity and Paragraph 4 of Cabinet Regulation No. 560 of 4 September 2018, Procedures for the Implementation of State Research Programme Projects, to approve the State research programme “Public Health” (hereinafter – the Programme).


2. To designate the Ministry of Health as the responsible authority for the implementation of the Programme.


3. The total funding of the programme for the period 2026-2028 is EUR 3,750,000 including EUR 750,000 for 2026, EUR 1,500,000 for 2027 and EUR 1,500,000 for 2028. The Programme is funded from the State budget programme of the Ministry of Education and Science 05.00.00 “Science”, sub-programme 05.01.00 “Provision for scientific activity”.


4. The overarching objective of the Programme is to improve the health of the residents of Latvia by extending healthy life expectancy, preventing premature mortality and reducing inequalities in the health field, as well as improving the quality and accessibility of healthcare services.


5. The Programme aims to generate new knowledge and solutions in disease prevention and to strengthen the efficiency and resilience of the healthcare system.


6. To achieve the objective of the Programme, the following tasks shall be set:

6.1.  To develop new knowledge and solutions to ensure access to healthy food for the people of Latvia (including the profiling and labelling of food products);

6.2.  To develop new knowledge and solutions to improve mental and physical healthcare services for children and their accessibility;

6.3. To develop scientifically based recommendations for the improvement of publicly funded healthcare, in order to promote cost-effective and high-quality diagnosis and treatment of chronic diseases, as well as to reduce the impact of chronic diseases on society and the healthcare system;

6.4. To develop new knowledge, methodological approaches, methods and technologies to improve Latvia’s human biomonitoring programme, including the expansion of the use of resources from the collection of biological samples of human origin;

6.5. To develop new knowledge, methodological approaches and methods for monitoring the spread of disease vectors under the influence of climate change;

6.6.  To evaluate current practices in health education and identify opportunities for improvement.
7. The following common (horizontal) tasks shall be defined for the implementation of the Programme:

7.1. To build and develop interdisciplinary and inclusive teams of internationally competitive researchers using world-renowned research methods and technologies in their scientific activities;

7.2.  To develop the collaboration of research groups with health professionals to achieve the objectives of the programme;

7.3. To participate in international networks and consortia, where this is necessary to achieve the objectives of the research project;

7.4. To publish original scientific articles as open access publications wherever possible, and to ensure that data obtained from research are made available in open access datasets;

7.5.  To promote knowledge transfer through the development of action policy recommendations;

7.6. To ensure the transfer of knowledge created during the project by raising public awareness and promoting their understanding of the role and contribution of research in addressing issues of societal importance, including through popular science articles on research, its results and societal benefits, as well as ensure access thereof to all groups of society;


8. The achievement of the following outcomes is defined during the Programme implementation:

8.1. Original research articles published in journals or collected conference items included in the Web of Science or SCOPUS databases

8.2.  Strengthening the education process by involving faculty in research and integrating research into the study process, and by involving students and young researchers in the projects implemented by the Programme.

8.3. Provided evidence-based public health and healthcare policy recommendations and an assessment of their potential impact on public health and healthcare;

8.4.  Achieved other specific results in line with the objective of each programme task.


Prime Minister A. Kulbergs
Minister for Health H. Abu Meri
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