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The Idea 

Colours 

Shells 

Gene editing 

Archaeology

Interdisciplinary



Project idea 
• Side projects from my 

PhD
• Interest 
• Time

Choosing the lab
• The place
• Learn something new
• Keep collaborations
• Ask advice 



The Process



Challenges
• Ambitious àß Doable
• Reviewers (audience) 

perspective
• Vision à putting it all 

together
• Clear methodology

Writing
• Devote time
• Concise 
• Simple 
• Doable
• Personalised
• Time to rethink 



My tips

• Read other applications
• Listen to webinars (inc. old)
• Keep in touch with other MSCA 

writers
• Take advice (project officers)
• MSCA language

• Write à leave it à re-read it!
• Sleep
• Know why you want it



Believe your project 
has a chance


