
CBE JU call for proposals 2024
Overview of the funding opportunities



CBE 2024 topics DEADLINE 18 SEPTEMBER

Type of 

action
Topics HORIZON-JU-CBE-2024

Million 

EUR

IA–

Flagship

IAFlag-01 Bio-based value chains for valorisation of sustainable oil crops 20

IAFlag-02 Bio-based dedicated platform chemicals via cost-effective, sustainable and resource-efficient conversion of biomass 20

IAFlag-03 Bio-based value chains for valorisation of sustainable natural fibre feedstock 20

IA

IA-01 Bio-based materials and products for biodegradable in soil applications 15

IA-02 Sustainable microalgae as feedstock for innovative, added-value applications 15

IA-03 Enlarging the portfolio of commercially produced “Safe and Sustainable by design” (SSbD) solvents 15

IA-04 Circular and SSbD bio-based construction & building materials with functional properties 15

IA-05 Selective and sustainable (co)-production of lignin-derived aromatics 15

IA-06 Innovative bio-based adhesives and binders for circular products meeting market requirements 15

IA-07 Innovative conversion of biogenic gaseous carbon into bio-based chemicals, ingredients, materials 15

RIA

R-01 Valorisation of polluted/contaminated wood from industrial and post-consumer waste streams 7

R-02 Biotech routes to obtain bio-based chemicals/materials replacing animal-derived ones 7

R-03 Sustainable, bio-based alternatives for crop protection 10

R-04 SSbD bio-based coating materials for applications under demanding and/or extreme conditions 7

R-05 Innovative bio-based food/feed ingredients 7

CSA

S-01 New forms of cooperation in agriculture and the forest-based sector 4

S-02 Mobilise inclusive participation in bio-based systems and supporting the CBE JU widening strategy and its action plan 3

S-03 Supporting the CBE JU Deployment Group on Primary Producers 3

213 M € total public funding



CBE 2024 topics - FLAGSHIP

Type of 

action
Topics HORIZON-JU-CBE-2024

Million 

EUR

IA– 

Flagship

IAFlag-01 Bio-based value chains for valorisation of sustainable oil crops 20

IAFlag-02
Bio-based dedicated platform chemicals via cost-effective, sustainable and resource-efficient conversion of 

biomass
20

IAFlag-03 Bio-based value chains for valorisation of sustainable natural fibre feedstock 20

• One project funded per topic, going all the way to industrial scale (TRL 8)
• Typically, 4 to 8 proposals per topic
• Funding only covering the “innovation core”, overall investment usually much higher

• IAFlag-01: important role of agri. Biorefinery can be based on new/upcoming or established oil crops, provided their 
cultivation has environmental, climate benefits

• IAFlag-02: dedicated platform chemicals = those not having an identical fossil-based counterpart on the market
• IAFlag-03: both fibre crops and wood-based fibres in scope. Modification of fibrous feedstock is in scope too (i.e. modified 

cellulose is in scope). Synthetic fibres such as PE, PP, PET etc are not in scope



All IAFlag topics

• Funding: 20 M€. Funding rate: 60% for companies, 100% for non-profit entities

• At least 20% of eligible costs must be IKOP = eligible costs not covered by the grant 

coming from BIC industry (full) members

• Companies who are not yet BIC members and want to contribute IKOP should become 

a BIC member. “Programme” membership is free and temporary. If the proposal is 

successful, the company automatically becomes a full BIC industry member. 

Info and application: https://biconsortium.eu/membership 

• End TRL 8 for the main stream of activities

• Parallel activities at lower TRL are allowed to e.g. pave the way to next gen

• Multi-actor approach: see topic for specific actors to be involves

• Links and complementarities to previous / ongoing projects: see topic for specific projects

• Projects may consider opening facilities to researchers, SMEs for visiting, training or testing

• Contribution to CBE specific requirements: see topic for specific details

• Business model and business plan including replication potential

• Environmental impact and SSbD assessment

https://biconsortium.eu/membership


CBE 2024 topics – Innovation Actions

Type of 

action
Topics HORIZON-JU-CBE-2024

Million 

EUR

IA

IA-01 Bio-based materials and products for biodegradable in soil applications 15

IA-02 Sustainable microalgae as feedstock for innovative, added-value applications 15

IA-03 Enlarging the portfolio of commercially produced “Safe and Sustainable by design” (SSbD) solvents 15

IA-04 Circular and SSbD bio-based construction & building materials with functional properties 15

IA-05 Selective and sustainable (co)-production of lignin-derived aromatics 15

IA-06 Innovative bio-based adhesives and binders for circular products meeting market requirements 15

IA-07 Innovative conversion of biogenic gaseous carbon into bio-based chemicals, ingredients, materials 15

• Two projects funded per topic
• Should reach demo scale (TRL 6-7) during the project as a stepping stone towards full industrial scale

• IA-01: e.g. agri (mulch films, tarps) but also geotextiles, geomembranes. Must be biodegradable, can also be recyclable
• IA-02: make microalgae-based products cost-competitive to break through non-niche markets
• IA-03: solve toxicity, env. sustainability issues of solvents with smart drop-ins or alternative molecules
• IA-04: products with tailored functional properties for large-scale applications in construction and renovation of buildings
• IA-05: yield and selectivity of the process are key features
• IA-06: safer and more sustainable adhesives and binders must meet performance, cost requirements
• IA-07: direct conversion of CO2, CO, CH4 from bio-based operations



All IA topics

• Funding: 7.5 M€. Funding rate: 60% for companies, 100% for non-profit entities

• At least 15% of eligible costs must be IKOP = eligible costs not covered by the grant 

coming from BIC industry (full) members

• Companies who are not yet BIC members and want to contribute IKOP should become 

a BIC member. “Programme” membership is free and temporary. If the proposal is 

successful, the company automatically becomes a full BIC industry member. 

Info and application: https://biconsortium.eu/membership 

• End TRL 6-7 for the main stream of activities

• Parallel activities at lower TRL are allowed to e.g. pave the way to next gen

• Multi-actor approach: see topic for specific actors to be involves

• Links and complementarities to previous / ongoing projects: see topic for specific projects

• Contribution to CBE specific requirements: see topic for specific details

• Business model including potential for upscaling

• Environmental impact and SSbD assessment

https://biconsortium.eu/membership


CBE 2024 topics - RIA

Type of 

action
Topics HORIZON-JU-CBE-2024

Million 

EUR

RIA

R-01 Valorisation of polluted/contaminated wood from industrial and post-consumer waste streams 7

R-02 Biotech routes to obtain bio-based chemicals/materials replacing animal-derived ones 7

R-03 Sustainable, bio-based alternatives for crop protection 10

R-04 SSbD bio-based coating materials for applications under demanding and/or extreme conditions 7

R-05 Innovative bio-based food/feed ingredients 7

• Two projects funded per topic
• Breakthrough innovation at lab or small pilot scale (end TRL 4-5)

• R-01: decontamination is key to allow safe and high yielding conversion
• R-02: in non-food markets such as cosmetics, textile, leather, chemical and material production. Co-production of 

food/feed is in scope in a cascading approach
• R-03: it is about crop protection (pesticides, herbicides etc.). Fertilisers and biostimulants are out scope as such, but 

formulations working in synergy are allowed.
• R-04: safer and more sustainable coatings must meet performance, cost requirements
• R-05: many projects on proteins already, so proposals should focus on other functions than the bulk nutritional function. 

That being said, formulations involving proteins working in synergy are in scope



All RIA topics

• Funding: 3.5 – 5 M€ per project. Funding rate: 100% for all participants

• End TRL 4-5 

• Multi-actor approach: not mandatory unless specified in the topic

• Links and complementarities to previous / ongoing projects: see topic for 

specific projects

• Contribution to CBE specific requirements: see topic for specific details

• Economic viability assessment showing promise when upscaled

• Environmental impact assessment (based on preliminary data)

• SSbD assessment only when specified



CBE 2024 topics - CSA

Type of 

action
Topics HORIZON-JU-CBE-2024

Million 

EUR

CSA

S-01 New forms of cooperation in agriculture and the forest-based sector 4

S-02 Mobilise inclusive participation in bio-based systems and supporting the CBE JU widening strategy and its action plan 3

S-03 Supporting the CBE JU Deployment Group on Primary Producers 3

Total 213

• One project funded per topic

• S-01: field demonstration of improved cooperation models, not just a theoretical exercise
• S-02: increase participation of stakeholders from widening countries (Central-Eastern Europe, some Southern European 

countries) to bridge the gap versus North and Western players
• S-03: manage and steer the activities of the DEG of primary producers



All CSA topics

• Funding: 3 – 4 M€ per project. Funding rate: 100% for all participants

NB: 2024 is exceptional, budget is usually lower

• Not related to TRL

• Multi-actor approach: not mandatory unless specified in the topic

• Links and complementarities to previous / ongoing projects: see topic for 

specific projects

• Contribution to CBE specific requirements: see topic for specific details



Official sources of information

Proposal submission and manuals

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fundin

g-tenders-

opportunities/display/OM/Online+Ma

nual

https://www.cbe.europa.eu/open-calls-

proposals

Topic text and FAQs



The Bio-based Industries Consortium (BIC)
The only industry-led European bioeconomy association pioneering investment 
and creating synergies for a sustainable European circular bioeconomy



The Bio-based Industries Consortium (BIC) is a non-profit organisation connecting industry, academia, regions and 
citizens to transform bio-based feedstocks into novel sustainable products and applications, and create circular 
bioeconomy ecosystems through investments, innovation and know-how. 

BIC also carries out specific activities to achieve a 
favourable policy, regulatory and financing framework 
for the bio-based industries, such as representing our 
members interest vis-à-vis the EU Institutions.

biconsortium.eu

300+

240+



BIC Industry members

65

125

15

Large 

companies

SMEs 
of which 41 

microenterprises 

Clusters 
representing 108 

SMEs



CBE JU – BIC’s role

Advancing competitive, sustainable circular bio-based industries in Europe 

Formulate the Strategic Research 
& Innovation Agenda (SRIA) with 

the EC

Develop with EC the Annual 
Work Programmes

Play an active role in CBE governance Cooperate with CBE JU advisory bodies and 
Programme Office

Public-private partnership



CBE JU – the role of BIC members

• Each Industry Member has a seat in the Programming Working Group. The PWG:

• Provides initial input about priorities for the CBE AWPs (short term and medium-long term)

• Gives mandate to BIC staff to discuss the AWP with the EC

• Contributes with topic-specific input in the framework of AWP preparation

• Each Associate Member has a seat in the Associate Members Working Group. The AMWG:

• Provides initial input about priorities for the CBE AWPs (short term and medium-long term)

• Contributes with topic-specific input in the framework of AWP preparation

• The PWG meets regularly (3-4 times a year), usually in Brussels. The AMWG usually meets online. 

• Every calendar year is dedicated to the formulation of the AWP for the following year.

Jan-Mar
Consultation 
on priorities

April-May
Shortlist of 

possible topics

June - October
Drafting of Annual Work 

Programme with EC

December
AWP 

published

April
Open call

September
Call deadline



Networking and matchmaking events 
(BIC members only)

BIC Annual matchmaking event

8 February 2024

~ 300 participants from industry 
and university/research

Keynote speeches

Thematic workshops on topics

Pitches of proposal concepts

Over 800 one-to-one meetings

Matchmaking continues on the 
online platform!

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=k6XX6RXo8xI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6XX6RXo8xI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6XX6RXo8xI


Online partnering platform 
(BIC members only)

Every quarter, one pitching webinar for all new members to introduce themselves



Digital library and commissioned 
studies

BIC country reports

Biowaste study

EU bioeconomy studies

https://biconsortium.eu/knowledge-hub

https://biconsortium.eu/knowledge-hub


Open Innovation Competition 
(BIC members only)

Large 
company

SMEs

Startups

Research centres

Universities

Challenge

Solution

Solution

Solution

Solution

Pitch

Pitch

Pitch

Pitch

R&I project Business opportunity

5 k€ 5 k€



Webinars



Connection with investors 
(open to all)

Food,
Bioeconomy
& Agritech

CircularBio-Based 
Industries

Food,
Bioeconomy
& Agritech

Bio-Based 
Industries

Each Event:

40+ selected 
companies

40+ investors & 
corporate partners

Pitching + Meetings

2023 - Investment Event Programmes - 2024

SMEs and startups seeking strategic funding and partnerships 
for the growth and deployment of their technologies and 
production processes in circular and bio-based economy
See the April 2024 list here

2024 Events: April 2024 Ghent, Belgium
  November 2024, Wuppertal, Germany

https://techtour.com/events/2024/4/event-tech-tour-circular-2024%5B5%5D.html?pageId=7467463


BIC bioeconomy regions platform

Digital partnering platform 

based on profiles



Advocacy and PA



BISC-E student competition

National BISC-E rounds
Students in ‘final years’ universities 
applied science & research / technology

National BISC-E winning teams

BISC-E European final 
round 1

Top-5 teams

BISC-E European final 
round 2

Jury:
BIC FM
BIC AM

CBE JU SC

BIC FM
BIC AM

CBE JU SRG

BIC 
scores

Jury 
scores

BIC FM

50/50%
Training by 

expert

Winners
1st

2nd 
3rd 

19 countries involved in 2023

The winning student team gets 5000 € and one year of 
complimentary BIC membership as an industry member

https://biconsortium.eu/about-bisc-e 

https://biconsortium.eu/about-bisc-e


The BIC Trend report and Manifesto 2024

Download at 
https://biconsortium.eu/knowledge-hub



Why join BIC

❑ Join peers in bio-based 
industries to create a 
critical mass for 
priorities/topics in CBE

❑ Get access to CBE 
working documents in 
advance

❑ Find potential partners 
in proposals: feedstock 
suppliers, technology 
providers, end users

❑ Access our network of 
240+ industries and 
200+ research institutes 
across EU and beyond

❑ Participate to BIC 
events (physical and 
online)

❑ Gain insight and 
information from 
studies and webinars

❑ Submit your challenges 
for the open innovation 
competition

❑ Seek cooperation with 
ECBF, EIB and major 
private and public 
funding sources

❑ Scout startups and high-
tech SMEs for your own 
corporate capital 
investment

❑ Access regional funds 
from 50+ regions across 
EU

❑ Benefit from BIC’s 
communication and 
outreach campaigns

❑ Join the PA working 
group for advocacy

❑ Strengthen cooperation 
with universities across 
EU (joint PhD, MSCA) to 
attract new talents

Read about what we did for 
our members and Europe’s 
bio-based industries in 2023

https://biconsortium.eu/publication/bic-annual-report-2023


Thank you!
Samuele Ambrosetti

Programme and Innovation Manager

samuele.ambrosetti@biconsortium.eu

Join BIC: https://biconsortium.eu/membership

Download our trend report and manifesto: 
https://biconsortium.eu/knowledge-hub

https://biconsortium.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biobased-industries-consortium
https://twitter.com/biconsortium?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFympdj-iBwvs-RqZ-UH85g
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